
 

 

 

 

 

LOVE IS THE THEME 
 

Throughout the New Testament, we discover love as the theme, which drives home the core message of     

salvation and one of the main characteristics of the Godhead.  The word love is mentioned  310 times in the 

Bible and it is applied to various people, places and even dainties.  
 

Since the dawn of time, mankind has confused love with lust. This confusion has brought about the sin of   

concupiscence. Concupiscence is defined as “a strong desire, sensuality and lust.” One of the most popular 

icons connected with Valentine’s day is Cupid, the ancient Roman god of lust, sensuality and desire. Isn’t it 

ironic that most of Cupid’s name is found in the word used to describe the sinful desires of the flesh, 

(conCUPIscence). To better understand the correlation between the sin Concupiscence and the ancient Roman 

god Cupid, they are one in the same.  Still today, many people continue to confuse love with lust leaving them 

frustrated, disillusioned and alone.   
 

As I mentioned before, the Bible is chockfull of references to love. In fact, from its pages we discover there 

are actually three different types of love and a fourth commonly known to exist. It is important for every 

Christian, specifically, to know and understand the meaning of love so we can properly express it to God, 

each    other and ourselves. Many have wondered, where does love come from? Well, we know it’s not de-

rived from Cupid; the god of pleasure. According to I John 4:7-8 the Source of love is God. “Dear friends, let 

us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows 

God. 8But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love.” Now that we have discovered the 

source of love, let us examine the varieties of love, which are extended to us from the Godhead. 
 

AGAPE - This type of love is specifically used in Scripture to describe God’s love for lost humanity. Agape 

love is best described in Romans 5:8 where the Apostle Paul declares that he extended His love to us in spite 

of the fact we are cruel, wicked and evil; in other words, sinners! This type of love is also considered 

“unconditional love”. Agape love looks beyond the outer surface and accepts a person for just who they are, 

regardless of the fact we all have come short of God’s standard of living. This is the type of  love every Chris-

tian should strive to convey to their fellowman.  Agape love overwhelms the preference differences you may 

have with someone, in spite of the difference you decide to love them anyway. Agape love is sacrificial, kind 

and asks nothing in return. This form of love is demonstrated by your behavior towards another person, it is a 

devoted and chosen love.  
 

PHILEO - This type of love conveys brotherly love. Between friends, it offers affection and warmth. It also 

can convey the way you feel towards someone; it too is a form of devotion and a chosen love. Though we are 

called to convey Agape love even to our enemies, Phileo love is shared more intimately amongst friends.  
 

STORGE - This form of love is reserved for friends and family. This is the natural love that is shared between parents 

and their children. Storge love, like Agape love is unconditional. It helps one member accepts another member’s flaws 

and weaknesses and ultimately drives them to forgive. Storge love is ascribed to be highly committed, sacrificial and 

causes our loved ones to feel secure, comfortable and safe. 
 

EROS - This type of love is what Valentines Day is comprised of. It is a passionate intense love that arouses 

romantic feelings; it raises the senses and emotion in new relationships that cause many to say, “I’m in love, 

I’m all shook up!” Eros is based off of selfish, sensual emotional love. Although romance may be the spark in 

a relationship, it cannot be trusted long term because of its selfish tendencies. The proof of this truth is discov-

ered when a person “in love” does not feel “loved” anymore, the abandon their relationship.  
 

May God help us to keep love as the theme in our lives as we convey the kind of love that will draw more 

people to God by they way we express and exercise this precious gift from our heavenly Father. 

 

With love from above,  
 

Pastor Tim   

Pray for Our Men and Women in Uniform 
 
   Devon Henesley - Grandson of Jean Johnson                                      

   Branch  - Navy    Rank -  Chief                                                                                                 

   Assignment - Japan                                                                                
 

   Brandon Woolworth - Nephew of Chery Hanna 

   Branch - Air Force 

   Assignment - Tucson, Arizona 

Come join us in the fellowship hall every Sunday 

morning at 9:00 for a hot breakfast and coffee. The 

cost is $3 a person. Please sign up on bulletin 

board in front of the fellowship hall if you plan to 

attend and if you would like to volunteer to help.  

   Megan Hines - USNA  -  Pastor Tim’s Daughter                 

   MIDN - Megan Hines  -  2nd year                                                     

   1 Wilson Rd.  P.O. Box 12610                           

   Annapolis, Maryland 21412                                                                                                                                     

 

   

SUNDAY MORNING BREAKFAST  

This month, we are 

highlighting Ms. 

Ruthine Boddie.    

Ruthine was born in 

the oilfields of 

Kansas. Her family 

was comprised of 

her parents and her   

adopted brother. 
 

One of the fond memories of 

her childhood was going to    

their mountain cabin, which 

was built by her father. 

Ruthine recalls having a 

great family and childhood. 
 

Ms. Ruthine is the mother of 

two daughters, while raising 

her children, Ruthine worked 

in the area of Christian   

education for most of her  

career. 
 

Ruthine was gloriously saved 

and baptized at the young age 

of 8. After moving in with 

her daughter, nearly four 

years ago, Ruthine began 

searching for a church home 

when she fell upon ours. She 

soon joined our membership 

and has been a faithful   

member ever since. We love 

CHOIR PRACTICE 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHANGES 

This month, we have a brand new Sunday School 

class. The pastor has joined the two existing     

classes together, to form one adult class. This class 

will begin directly after breakfast at 9:30. Please 

make plans to attend both as we strive to build our 

faith, understanding and our attendance.  

 

W E D N E S D A Y   N I G H T                  

DISCIPLE TRAINING CLASS 

It’s back! We’ve started our Wednesday evening 

services again. We will be serving dinner at 5:30, 

and our discipleship training class will begin at 

6:00.  If you plan to attend, please sign up on the 

bulletin board outside the fellowship hall or call 

the church office @ 510-276-3688.  

There will be choir practice every Wednesday 

evening at 7:15, at the conclusion of the disciple-

ship training class.  

Ruthine Boddie 
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Sunday Services 
 

Sunday Morning Breakfast - 9:00 am. 

Sunday School - 9:30 am. 

Morning Worship - 10:45 am. 

 

Wednesday  
 

Dinner - 5:30 pm. 

Bible Study - 6:00 pm.                 

Choir Practice - 7:15 pm. 

7th - Stacy Kopet 

 

10th  -  Pat Herrelson 

8th -  Choir practice - 7:15 pm.  
 

12th - Valentine’s Day Luncheon - 12:30 pm. 
 

15th - Choir practice - 7:15 pm.  
 

19th - Church Business Meeting. 
 

22nd -  Choir practice - 7:15 pm.  

Valentines is a festival, which highlights love and romance. Though it’s popularity today, in large part, is 

driven by enormous profits by the candy and card companies, it origins are actually ancient. In fact,         

Valentine's Day traces its roots to ancient Rome.  
 

Most historians believe the Romans observed this holiday on February 14th in honor of Juno - the Queen of 

Roman Gods, Goddesses, Women and Marriage. On the following day, February 15th began the fertility  

festival called 'Feast of Lupercalia' to honor the Roman god of agriculture and the legendary founders of 

Rome, Romulus and Remus.   

One of the customs exercised in this festival was to bring together young boys and girls who were not       

allowed to comingle. The night before the festival, the names of young Roman girls were written on a slip of 

paper and placed into jars, then the boys would draw a girl's name from the jar making them a pair for the 

duration of the festival. It was not uncommon for these pairs to be united for a year following the festival; 

many of the couples fell in love and later married. The custom lasted for a time until this practice was 

deemed “un-Christian”. It was thought a better practice of pairing mates should be done by sight, not luck. 

There are many different theories, which strives to validate the manner in which this modern holiday got its 

name.  Supposedly, during the reign of Emperor Claudius II, Rome was involved in several unpopular wars. 

Claudius found it tough to get soldiers to join his army because they did not wish to leave families. For this 

cause, Claudius cancelled all marriages and engagements in Rome. However, St. Valentine defied Claudius's 

ridiculous order and in secretly, he continued to marry couples. Yet, his defiance did not go unnoticed,     

Valentine was imprisoned, brutally beaten and finally put to death on February 14, around the year 270 AD.  

Another legend states  Valentine was killed because he attempted to help Christians escape from a Roman 

prison where they were being persecuted. Yet, still, another legend states before his death, while in prison, 

Valentine fell in love with jailer's daughter who visited him during confinement. Before his death, Valentine 

wrote a goodbye letter to his sweetheart and signed ‘From your Valentine'. This expression of love was   

captured and coined and has been used as a term of endearment since that time. Oh, if St. Valentine could 

have copyrighted his now famous phrase, he could have hired a good attorney to get him acquitted of all the 

charges!  


