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Middle Florida Baptist Association 
 

349 SW Captain Brown Road 

PO Box 702 

Madison, Florida 32341-0702 
 

 

www.middleflorida.net 
 

 

850-973-8607 – office 

850-973-2250 – fax 
 
 

Trent Abbott 
 Moderator 
  Pastor of Macedonia Baptist Church 

  tacountry@hotmail.com 
  850-519-8259 
 
Allen Hawkins 
 Vice Moderator 
  Pastor of Pleasant Grove Baptist Church 

  pastorallen777@hotmail.com 
  813-464-9296 
 
Lauren Churchwell 
 Administrative Assistant 
  lauren@middleflorida.net 
 
Gary Townsend 
 Catalyst with the Florida Baptist Convention 
  gary.townsend@flbaptist.org 
  352-425-4848 – cell phone 
 
 

Budget Update as of October 30 

Year To Date Budget Receipts $ 68,617.76 

Year To Date Goal $ 67,050.00 

Year To Date Expenditures $ 64,563.27 

Please pray for our churches and pastors 

Bethel Creek Chad Little 

Beulah Greg Ragans 

Brewer Lake Michael Hornback 

Central Daryl Adams 

Cherry Lake First Murrell Bennett 

Concord Jamie Ford 

Elizabeth Glenn Canup 

Faith John Myrick 

Fellowship Jackie Watts 

Greenville  

Harmony Shaun Gay 

Hopewell  

Lamont Mark Holley 

Lee First Lucas Morgan 

Macedonia Trent Abbott 

Madison First  

Mayo Rick James 

Midway Matt Thompson 

Morningstar Joe Rowe 

Mount Olive Will Jacobs 

New Home Chris Roth 

New Macedonia Dave Musgrave 

Olive David During 

Pine Grove Steven Witt 

Pinetta First  

Pleasant Grove Allen Hawkins 

Riverside  

Sirmans Keith Grimes 

Saint John’s Bryant Thigpen 

The Journey Wayne Hudson 
 Alan Harmon 

Unity Jerry Buchanan 

 (I) indicates interim pastor 
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All Around The Middle 

Your kind words and caring demonstrations of 
love have been so encouraging to me as I 
conclude my service to you as your Director of 
Missions.  I have been in vocational ministry 
since 1986, but my time with you has been, by 
far, the highlight of my ministry.  And that is due 
in large part to you – each of you.  Thank you.   

Thank you for the opportunity to work 
alongside you.  Thank you for your friendship.  
Thank you for your cooperation and support.  It is 
YOU who have made this such a wonderful 
ministry position for me.   

Matt Thompson (Midway) is the only member 
of the search committee that recommended me 
to you who is still part of our Association.  I will 
forever be indebted to him and the other 
members of the committee:  Tom Studstill 
(chairman), Sammy Hiers, Tim Carpenter and 
Mark Prevatt.   

It has been my honor to work with some of the 
nicest ladies I know.  Judy Phillips and Charlotte 
Hammond helped ‘get me up to speed’ as a new 
association leader when I arrived here in June 
2018.  They were always so pleasant to work 
with.   

As they retired, it gave way to our Association 
hiring Lauren Churchwell to be our administrative 
assistant.  Along with being equally nice, Lauren 
has far surpassed any expectations we had when 
she began working for us.  Her strengths in 
technology and social media have helped move 
our Association into a new era.  Lauren brings a 
level of professionalism to our staff that many 
other associations can only wish for.  Along with 
her professional skills, she is quite personable 
and easy to work with.   

A series of unusual events led Trent Abbott to 
serve as our moderator for most of my three-plus 
years here.  Trent has been such an encouraging 
and supportive friend.  He learns quickly – allows 
others to have input – thinks the best of others – 
and has a genuine love for people.  Plus, he is a 
‘hugger’.  He is deeply committed to building the 
Kingdom of God here in his community.   

There is not enough space to list all the other 
people who have come to mean so much to me 
during my time with you.  Please know that I 
appreciate you and love you.  I look forward to 
hearing good things about our churches and 
pastors in the years to come.  May God pour out 
his blessings on all of Middle Florida Association.   

Transitions 

Justin Heslin has resigned as student pastor at 
Fellowship Church.  He has been called to a 
similar position at Memorial Church in 
Kannapolis, North Carolina.  Please pray for 
Justin and his wife Rachel as they prepare to 
move before Christmas.   

Steven Witt has been called as the new pastor of 
Pine Grove Church.  His first Sunday with 
them as pastor was November 21.  Steven’s 
wife is Penny.  Reach out to this new family 
and welcome them to our Association.   

 
 

Share Your Information 
If you have information about your church or 

its people that you would like shared on our web 
site, Facebook page, calendar or newsletter, 
please let us know.  Contact our office staff any 
time.  If we need to make any corrections, please 
do not hesitate to let us know.   
 
 

Outstanding Recognition 

On October 31, Brewer Lake Church was 

presented the ‘Above And Beyond Award’ by the 

Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve 

(ESGR), a Department of Defense program.  The 

presentation was made by Tim Lambert, vice 

chairman of the Florida ESGR.  Michael 

Hornback is pastor of the church and a chaplain 

(major) with the Florida Army National Guard.   

Michael nominated the church due to their 

loving support for him and his family during his 

three-month activation in Orlando.  Pictured 

below are (left to right) Michael Hornback – 

pastor, Rick Hurst – deacon leader and Tim 

Lambert – vice chairman of the Florida ESGR.   
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Senior Food Distribution 

The Senior Food Distribution at Faith Church 

continues to take place on the second Friday of 

the month.  The next distribution day is Friday, 

December 10.  Volunteers are always needed.  

This is a tremendous opportunity to help feed 

others.  To see how you can help, please contact 

WMU Director, Iris Wesson at (850) 973-7415.   

 
 

Executive Committee Meeting 

The next Executive Committee 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, 
December 14 at the Association 
office building.  The meeting will 
begin at 6:30.  If you are 
interested in participating via 
Zoom, please contact our office so we can be 
sure to provide you with the Zoom meeting 
information.   

Every church in our Association participates 
through the Executive Committee.  The Executive 
Committee is comprised of the lead pastor of 
each church plus one layperson selected by the 
church to serve for at least one year.  The lay 
person serving on the Executive Committee 
should not vary from meeting to meeting.  They 
should serve at for at least one year but may 
serve more than just one term if their church 
chooses them to continue.   
 
 

Revitalization Cohort 
David Garrett is an associate 

leader with the Suwannee Baptist 

Association in Live Oak.  He has 

offered to lead a training cohort of 

pastors interested in learning 

more about revitalizing their 

churches.  The first meeting will 

be on February 24 next year.  

Participation is open to any pastor 

or interested church leader, but space is limited.  

The relationships formed among the participants 

will be encouraging and supportive.   

Revitalization is not a program.  There is no 

simple or easy solution.  But there is hope 

through faith and obedience to Jesus.   

To learn more about this training opportunity, 

call or text David at (904) 662-5673 or send him an 

e-mail note at  dgarrett@sbalive.net  .   

Shepherd’s Hands Medical Clinic 

The Health Clinic operated by the Shepherd’s 
Hands of the Suwannee Valley is now conducted 
at the First Church of Madison beginning at 5:30 
pm on the fourth Tuesday of each month.  The 
clinic will take place on November 23 and 
December 28.  The clinic is designed to provide 
medical care for those who do not have 
insurance.  Feel free to share this information 
with those you know who might qualify.   

Volunteers are always needed, especially for 
setting up and removing the portable equipment 
each month.  Please pray for volunteers and pray 
that barriers will be removed so people will come 
and get the help they need.  For more information 
about the clinic or volunteering, please call Pam 
Laubaugh at (386) 972-6000.   
 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
Thank you to all the 

churches and their members 
who helped provide shoeboxes 
for Operation Christmas Child .  
Only God will ever know the 
eternal impact these simple 
shoeboxes have made in the lives of children all 
around the world.  Please continue to pray for this 
ministry as Samaritan’s Purse prepares to deliver 
these gifts to millions of children throughout the 
world.   

 
 

Human Life Protection Amendment 
‘Protect Human Life Florida’ has recently 

upgraded their website.  Their new address is:  

https://heartbeathero.org/ .   

The new site has a video message from former 

NFL head coach, Tony Dungy.  It has a new tool 

for completing and submitting the Constitutional 

Amendment petition on-line.  It identifies Hub 

Sites across the state where you can pick-up 

petition packets.   

Pray for this grass roots effort as they seek to 

place this amendment proposal on the ballot for 

November 2022.  If you haven’t already, please 

submit your petition to 

them by Christmas Day.  

You can follow them on 

Facebook, Instagram 

and Twitter.   
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Resolute Pastors’ Conference 
Hibernia Church of Fleming Island will be 

hosting the Resolute Pastors’ Conference 

February 2 through 4 (Wednesday through 

Saturday) next year.  The Conference is designed 

to encourage God’s servant-leaders to remain 

Resolute – for pastors to preach and minister the 

word with resolute commitment and to confront 

the instability of our world with steadfast devotion 

to the scriptures.   

They understand the important role that 

pastors’ wives play in supporting their ministry, so 

Resolute will include break-out sessions 

especially for pastors’ wives.   

Paul Baloche will be the worship leader for the 

conference.  Conference leaders will include: 

Conrad Mbewe of Kabwata Baptist Church 

in Lusaka, Zambia 

Eric Bancroft of Grace Church in Miami 

Cam Triggs of Grace Alive in Orlando 

Brody Halloway of Red Oak Church in 

Andrews, North Carolina 

Conference registration includes three meals 

on Thursday and three meals on Friday.  It does 

not include transportation or lodging.  Please 

contact Hibernia Church for additional housing 

opportunities if a hotel stay is not in your budget.   

The cost is $90 if you register by December 17.  

After that the regular registration fee is $120 and 

is due by January 17.  Registration for pastors’ 

wives is $70 by January 17.   
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Calendar of Events 

 

December 2021 
 

  1  Farm Share at Macedonia and Lee First 
Church 

  2  Operation Christmas Child volunteer trip to 
Atlanta processing center – through 
December 4 

  5  Second Sunday of Advent   
  7  Food Pantry at Fellowship Church – 9:00 

to Noon 
10  Senior Adult Food Distribution at Faith 

Church in Madison – 10:00 am to Noon 
12  Third Sunday of Advent   
14  Food Pantry at Pinetta First Church – 9:00 

to Noon 
14  Farm Share at Central Church at 11:30 am 
14  Executive Committee meeting – 6:30 pm 

at the Association office and via Zoom 
15  Farm Share at Macedonia and Lee First 

Church 
18  Seven Gables Food Ministry in Mayo – 

10:00 am to Noon 
19  Fourth Sunday of Advent   
21  Food Pantry at Fellowship Church – 9:00 

to Noon 
25  Christmas Day   
27  Christmas Break – Association office 

closed through December 30 
28  Food Pantry at Pinetta First Church – 9:00 

to Noon 
28  Second Harvest Mobile Food Pantry 

(behind O’Neals) – 10:00 am to Noon 
28  Farm Share at Central Church at 11:30 am 
28  Shepherd’s Hands medical clinic at 

Madison’s First Church – 5:30 pm 
 
 

 
 

January 2022 
 
  1  New Year’s Day 
  4  Food Pantry at Fellowship Church – 9:00 

to Noon 
  5  Farm Share at Macedonia and Lee First 

Church 
11  Food Pantry at Pinetta First Church – 9:00 

to Noon 
11  Farm Share at Central Church at 11:30 am 
11  Association Council – 6:00 pm at the 

Association office 
14  Senior Adult Food Distribution at Faith 

Church in Madison – 10:00 am to Noon 
15  Seven Gables Food Ministry in Mayo – 

10:00 am to Noon 
17 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
18  Food Pantry at Fellowship Church – 9:00 

to Noon 
19  Farm Share at Macedonia and Lee First 

Church 
25  Food Pantry at Pinetta First Church – 9:00 

to Noon 
25  Second Harvest Mobile Food Pantry 

(behind O’Neals) – 10:00 am to Noon 
25  Shepherd’s Hands medical clinic at 

Madison’s First Church – 5:30 pm 
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