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Middle Florida Baptist Association 
349 SW Captain Brown Road 

PO Box 702 

Madison, Florida 32341-0702 
 

www.middleflorida.net 
 

850-973-8607 – office 

850-973-2250 – fax 

 
Trent Abbott 
 Moderator 
  Pastor of Macedonia Baptist Church 

  tacountry@hotmail.com 
  850-519-8259 
 

Allen Hawkins 
 Vice Moderator 
  Pastor of Pleasant Grove Baptist Church 

  pastorallen777@hotmail.com 
  813-464-9296 
 

Robert Dixon 
 Director of Missions 
  robert@middleflorida.net 
  850-253-5642 – cell phone 
 

Lauren Churchwell 
 Administrative Assistant 
  lauren@middleflorida.net 
 

Gary Townsend 
 Catalyst with the Florida Baptist Convention 
  gary.townsend@flbaptist.org 
  352-425-4848 – cell phone 
 
 

Budget Update as of July 31 
Year To Date Budget Receipts $ 49,468.06 
Year To Date Goal $ 46,935.00 
Year To Date Expenditures  $ 48,190.40 

Please pray for our churches and pastors 

Bethel Creek Chad Little 

Beulah Greg Ragans 

Brewer Lake Michael Hornback 

Central Daryl Adams 

Cherry Lake First Murrell Bennett 

Concord Jamie Ford 

Elizabeth Glenn Canup 

Faith John Myrick 

Fellowship Jackie Watts 

Greenville  

Harmony Shaun Gay 

Hopewell Billy Rice 

Lamont Mark Holley 

Lee First Lucas Morgan 

Macedonia Trent Abbott 

Madison First Gabe Krell 

Mayo Rick James 

Midway Matt Thompson 

Morningstar Joe Rowe 

Mount Olive Will Jacobs 

New Home Chris Roth 

New Macedonia Dave Musgrave 

Olive David During 

Pine Grove  

Pinetta First Michael Bass 

Pleasant Grove Allen Hawkins 

Riverside  

Sirmans Keith Grimes 

Saint John’s Bryant Thigpen 

The Journey Wayne Hudson 
 Alan Harmon 

Unity Jerry Buchanan 

 (I) indicates interim pastor 
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All Around The Middle 

Pastors, I hope by now you have registered for 
the “REVIVE: Christ And His Church” conference 
on September 14.  If you haven’t, please take a 
moment right now to do so.  Call the folks at the 
North Florida Baptist Network in Lake City at 386-
752-6212 or by e-mail at office@nfbnetwork.com .   

Richard Blackaby and Mark Clifton will be the 
speakers.  The cost is only $10 which I will gladly 
pay for you if you will register before Labor Day.  
That will cover your lunch and two books you will 
receive.   

After you register, let me know.  It may be 
possible to organize a car pool to travel together.  
I don’t know of a better or more encouraging day 
for pastors happening in our area this year.   

There is only one month before Pastor 
Appreciation Month in October.  That is plenty of 
time for you and others in your church to think of 
meaningful ways to recognize your pastor’s 
service to your church.   

Yes, I realize that the pastor gets a paycheck.  
But there’s not one pastor in our Association that 
does all that he does just to draw that paycheck.  
Your church recognized that not only is your 
pastor called by God to serve as a minister of the 
Gospel, your church officially expressed that you 
felt God led you to call him to be YOUR pastor.   

Your pastor serves to be obedient to his calling 
and to help strengthen the church to build the 
Kingdom of God.  Believe me . . . there are times 
in the life of most pastors that some people make 
it difficult for them to do that.  But they continue 
on all the same.  So plan to take some time to 
express to your pastor in October how much your 
church appreciates him and his family.  It will 
certainly be worth any effort you make.   

October 10 is the date for our Annual Fall 
Meeting.  I am already looking forward to it and I 
hope you are as well.  We will meet at Fellowship 
Church in Madison.  See the note elsewhere in 
this newsletter to see some of the special 
features this year’s meeting will have.   
 
 

Share Your Information 
If you have information about your church or 

its people that you would like shared on our web 
site, Facebook page, calendar or newsletter, 
please let us know.  Contact our office staff any 
time.  If we need to make any corrections, please 
do not hesitate to let us know.   

Transitions 

Bryan and April Phillips welcomed their daughter, 
Joanna Rose to their family on August 4.  
Bryan is the youth pastor at Corinth Church in 
Jasper.  The Phillips also have a son named 
Jayce.   

Tessa Andrews, a member of Pinetta First 
Church, has returned to Haiti to begin her 
fourth year of service there.  She and her RMI 
team are working hard to begin organizing 
partnerships with other organizations and 
local officials for earthquake aid and supplies.  
If you would like to give so this team can help 
the Haitian community, please visit:   

https://www.rmibridge.org/visiontrips.html 

 
 

Annual Meeting 

 
Our Association will gather for business, 

fellowship and worship on Sunday night, October 
10 at Fellowship Church in Madison.  The first 
session will begin at 3:30.  Dinner will be served 
at 5:00.  The final session will begin at 6:00.   

Joe Rowe of Morningstar Church in Madison 
and Dean Inserra of City Church in Tallahassee 
will bring messages.  There will also be speakers 
from the Florida Baptist Children’s Home and 
Florida Baptist Financial Services.   

Free childcare will be available for children age 
five or younger beginning at 5:30 pm.  To register 
your child, use the link on our Association 
website.   

Ambar Hornback (Brewer Lake) will be taking 
photographs of pastors and their families.  There 
will be no cost for the photography.  Images will 
be e-mailed to families sometime after the 
meeting.  There will also be prizes for pastors, 
messengers and guests.   

Our Association leadership is kindly 
asking each church with Sunday 
evening activities to please clear their 
schedule that evening and encourage 
their members to join us.   
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Revive Christ And His Church 
Pastors, please plan to attend the “Revive 

Christ And His Church” workshop on Tuesday, 
September 14 at Hopeful Church in Lake City.  
Richard Blackaby and Mark Clifton will be the 
leaders.  The cost is $10, but Robert Dixon will 
cover that cost if you register before Labor Day.  
Along with lunch that day, you will receive two 
books.   

To register, contact the North Florida Baptist 
Network.  You can call them at 386-752-6212 or 
by e-mail at office@nfbnetwork.com  .   

When you register, please notify Robert Dixon.  
If possible, group transportation will be 
developed.  This will be one of the most 
encouraging events for pastors in our area this 
year.   
 

 
 

School Supply Collection 

 

Once again this year, our Women’s Mission 
Team (WMT) is collecting school supplies for 
pastors and pastors’ wives in our Association who 
are teachers.  They will be able to use these 
supplies in their classrooms for the new school 
year.   

If you and your church would like to contribute 
without going out, you are welcome to send a 
monetary donation and the ladies will do the 
shopping for you.   

Items requested include: copy paper, notebook 
paper, pencils, glue sticks, hand sanitizer, tissues 
and paper towels.  Please bring donated items or 
monetary donations to the Association office by 
September 7.   

The group is planning to purchase and pack 
the items for distribution on September 9.  For 
more information on how you can help or be 
involved contact WMT Director, Iris Wesson 
(Hopewell) at (850) 973-7415.  Thank you.   

Sunday School Convention 

Sunday School workers are encouraged to 
attend the 2021 Central Florida Sunday School 
Convention at the First Church of Dover on 
Saturday morning, September 11.  The 
Convention will run from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm.  
The registration cost is $15 per person.  On-line 
registration will be available through September 
3.  Let David During know if you will be attending, 
car pooling may be possible.  For more 
information, contact Donatha Norde with the 
Florida Baptist Convention at 904-596-4060.   
 
 

Pastors And Wives Appreciation Dinner 
All pastors, their wives or widows of pastors 

are invited to this year’s Pastor and Wife 
Appreciation Dinner on Saturday, October 2.  We 
will begin at 5:00 pm at the Gathering Place at 
Ragan’s Family Campground.  Pre-registration is 
due by September 28.  We look forward to seeing 
you there.   

 
 

Real Men’s Event 2021 

 

The Real Men’s Event hosted by Hibernia 
Baptist Church is returning to 
Skeeter Ranch in Jasper this 
fall.  The date for the ‘Event’ is 
Saturday, October 23 from 8:00 
am to 4:00 pm.  The admission 
fee is $30 for those age 13 and 
older; $15 for those age 12 and 
younger.   

Former U.S. Navy Seal, Chad Williams, will be 
the guest speaker.  Some of the scheduled 
events include:  target shooting, turkey shoot, 
airsoft guns, mechanical bull rides, archery, 
hatchet throwing, greased pig chase, a 600-foot 
zip line, highland games, a wild west shootout, 
rock climbing wall, swimming and a giant slip and 
slide.  Skeet shooting and paintball will also be 
available for an additional cost of $30 each.  For 
more information, visit their website at:   

https://www.realmensevent.org/  
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Florida Baptist Convention 
Annual Meeting 

 

Messengers will gather at Lakes Church in 
Lakeland for the 2021 Annual Meeting of the 
Florida Baptist Convention.  The meeting will 
begin on Monday afternoon, November 8 and 
conclude on Tuesday afternoon, November 9.  
The theme for this year’s gathering will be 
“Blessed Be The Tie”.   

The Pastors Conference will be begin Sunday 
evening (November 7) at 6:00 pm and go through 
3:00 pm Monday (November 8) at the same 
location.   
 
 

Shepherd’s Hands Medical Clinic 

The Health Clinic operated by the Shepherd’s 
Hands of the Suwannee Valley is now conducted 
at the First Church of Madison on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month beginning at 5:30 pm.  
The clinic is designed to provide medical care for 
those who do not have insurance.  Feel free to 
share this information with those you know who 
might qualify.   

Volunteers are always needed especially for 
setting up and removing the portable equipment 
each month.  Please pray for volunteers and pray 
that barriers will be removed so people will come 
and get the help they need.  For more information 
about the clinic or volunteering, please call Pam 
Laubaugh at 386-972-6000.   
 
 

Senior Food Distribution Date Change 

Beginning in September, the Senior Food 

Distribution at Faith Church will be moved to the 

second Friday of the month.  The next distribution 

day is Friday, September 10.  For more 

information, please contact WMU Director, Iris 

Wesson at (850) 973-7415.   

2021 Annual Meeting Report 
In anticipation of our Annual Meeting on 

Sunday, October 10 at Fellowship Church, 

churches are encouraged to begin formulating a 

list of memorials and significant church events 

that have happened since last year’s meeting.  

Please contact the Association office by October 

1 with this information.  You can call us at (850) 

973-8607 or send us an e-mail note at:   

office@middleflorida.net  . 

 

 

Operation Christmas Child Workshop 
The Suwannee Valley 

Team will be hosting a 

Project Leader Workshop 

at 10:00 am on Saturday, 

September 11 to share the 

latest information about the 

2021 season.   

Project leaders, helpers, pastors and all others 

passionate about this ministry are invited to 

participate.  The Workshop will be held at the 

Suwannee Baptist Association office building at 

1747 Walker Avenue SW in Live Oak.  When you 

register on-line for that event, you will also be 

registered for a virtual training event on Friday, 

September 10.   

Each church that participates in one of the 

project leader workshops will receive a 

complimentary carton of 50 cardboard 

shoeboxes.  If you have questions, please 

contact Susan Crocker at 386-365-7642 or 

swcrocker@hotmail.com.  When you call, leave a 

message and Susan will call you back.   

 

 

Fall Revival at Pleasant Grove  

Pleasant Grove Church in Mayo is hosting a 

Fall Revival led by evangelist Rick Coram 

beginning Sunday, September 12 through 

Wednesday, September 15.  The Sunday 

morning service begins at 11:00 am and Sunday 

evening service starts at 6:00 pm.   

Terry Williams, Florida Baptist Music/Worship 

consultant, will lead the music Sunday evening.  

Weeknight services will begin at 7:00 pm Monday 

through Wednesday.  Pleasant Grove Church is 

located at 816 SW CR 351 in Mayo.  For more 

information, call (386) 294-1306.   
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Calendar of Events 

September 2021 
  6  Labor Day – Association office closed 
10  Senior Adult Food Distribution at Faith 

Church – 10:00 am to Noon 
11  Operation Christmas Child Workshop –   

10 am at Suwannee Baptist Association 
office in Live Oak 

12  Revival services begin at Pleasant Grove 
Church – goes through Wednesday 
evening, September 15 

14  REVIVE: Christ And His Church 
conference in Lake City 

18  Seven Gables Food Ministry in Mayo – 
8:00 to 10:00 am 

21  Association Council – 6:00 pm at the 
Association Office (change of date) 

28  Second Harvest Mobile Food Pantry – 
10:00 to noon behind O’Neals 

 
 
 

Human Life Protection Amendment 

Remember to mail your signed petition forms 

for adding a proposed constitutional amendment 

to the 2022 ballot that will protect human life.  

Please send them to Protect Human Life Florida.  

We will mail them for you if you bring them to us.   

If you have not yet done so, you can find the 

petition and other information by visiting their 

website:   

https://humanlifefl.com/petition/  . 

 
October 2021 (Pastor Appreciation Month) 

 2   Pastor and Wives Dinner at 5:00 pm – the 
Gathering Place at Ragan’s Family 
Campground 

10  Annual Fall Meeting at Fellowship Church 
– First session begins at 3:30 pm – 
Dinner at 5:00 – Final session begins at 
6:00 

15  Senior Adult Food Distribution at Faith 
Church – 9:00 am to Noon 

16  Seven Gables Food Ministry in Mayo – 
serving from 8:00 to 10:00 am 

26  Second Harvest Mobile Food Pantry – 
10:00 am to Noon behind O’Neals 
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