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Middle Florida Baptist Association 
349 SW Captain Brown Road 

PO Box 702 

Madison, Florida 32341-0702 
 

www.middleflorida.net 
 

850-973-8607 – office 

850-973-2250 – fax 

 
Trent Abbott 
 Moderator 
  Pastor of Macedonia Baptist Church 

  tacountry@hotmail.com 
  850-519-8259 
 

Allen Hawkins 
 Vice Moderator 
  Pastor of Pleasant Grove Baptist Church 

  pastorallen777@hotmail.com 
  813-464-9296 
 

Robert Dixon 
 Director of Missions 
  robert@middleflorida.net 
  850-253-5642 – cell phone 
 

Lauren Churchwell 
 Administrative Assistant 
  lauren@middleflorida.net 
 

Gary Townsend 
 Catalyst with the Florida Baptist Convention 
  gary.townsend@flbaptist.org 
  352-425-4848 – cell phone 
 
 

Budget Update as of April 30 
Year To Date Budget Receipts $ 27,482.66 
Year To Date Goal $ 26,820.00 
Year To Date Expenditures  $ 27,478.17 

Please pray for our churches and pastors 

Bethel Creek Chad Little 

Beulah Greg Ragans 

Brewer Lake Michael Hornback 

Central Daryl Adams 

Cherry Lake First Murrell Bennett 

Concord Jamie Ford 

Elizabeth Glenn Canup 

Faith John Myrick 

Fellowship Jackie Watts 

Greenville  

Harmony Shaun Gay 

Hopewell Billy Rice 

Lamont Mark Holley 

Lee First Lucas Morgan 

Macedonia Trent Abbott 

Madison First Gabe Krell 

Mayo Rick James 

Midway Matt Thompson 

Morningstar Joe Rowe 

Mount Olive Will Jacobs 

New Home Chris Roth 

New Macedonia Dave Musgrave 

Olive David During 

Pine Grove  

Pinetta First Michael Bass 

Pleasant Grove Allen Hawkins 

Riverside  

Sirmans Keith Grimes 

Saint John’s Bryant Thigpen 

The Journey Wayne Hudson 

Unity Jerry Buchanan 

 (I) indicates interim pastor 
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All Around The Middle 

Recently, we surveyed our Association’s 
pastors to find out what needs they and their 
churches have.  At our last Association Council 
meeting, we began to look at their responses.  
We realize this is a big task, so we are making 
this a matter or prayer for the next few weeks.  
We are asking God to guide us, inspire us and to 
give us wisdom as we seek to make sense of 
these responses and their implications for us as 
an Association.  Please join us in praying for this 
until our meeting on June 29.   

There are two other items concerning our 
pastors I want to be sure to bring to their 
attention:  First, I want to strongly encourage all 
of our pastors to set aside Tuesday, September 
14 for the “Revive Christ And His Church” 
workshop in Lake City with Richard Blackaby and 
Mark Clifton.  Pastors, put it on your calendar.  
Put a note on your refrigerator door.  Do whatever 
it is that you need to do to give this the priority it 
needs for you to be able to attend.   

As we draw closer to the day, I’ll share more 
information with you about group travel.  The cost 
is $10 – but I will pay it for you if that’s what it 
takes for you to go, because I am convinced it will 
be very beneficial to you.   

But before September 14 gets here pastors, let 
me invite you be our guest at a special dinner for 
you at 6:30 pm on Monday, June 7 at the 
Smackin’ Lips Diner.  Andy Jordan from the 
Suwannee Association will be with us to tell us 
about possible mission trips or ministry 
opportunities right here in the United States – one 
is here in Florida.  Come hungry and come 
interested.   

God wants all people to know him through a 
saving relationship with his Son, Jesus the Christ.  
It is that same God who has placed pastors in 
churches to lead those churches.  I am both 
blessed and happy to be able to work with the 
pastors we have here in our Middle Florida 
Association.  Please pray daily for your pastor.   

 
 

Share Your Information 
If you have information about your church or 

its people that you would like shared on our web 
site, Facebook page, calendar or newsletter, 
please let us know.  Contact our office staff any 
time.  If we need to make any corrections, please 
do not hesitate to let us know.   

Transitions 

Dolores Corbin of Pleasant Grove Church 
passed away on May 10.  She was the wife of 
retired pastor Jimmy Corbin of Mayo.  Please 
keep this dear family in your prayers.   

Angela Holley of Lamont Church has been 
diagnosed with cancer.  Her husband Mark is 
the pastor there.  Please pray for them as they 
take on this new chapter in their lives.   

Glenn Canup has been called as the new pastor 
of Elizabeth Church in Monticello.  He will 
begin his service there on June 1.  He is 
married to Linda and they have two children:  
Bill and Lydia Nicole.  Please welcome this 
new family to our Association.   

 
 

Pastor’s Mission Dinner – June 7 

Enjoy a great meal with other friendly pastors 
from across our Middle Florida Association while 
learning about mission and ministry opportunities 
here in the United States.  Andy Jordan from the 
Suwannee Association will be our guest.  He will 
explain the different types of work in which you 
and your church could participate in Idaho, 
Montana, Tennessee and Florida.   

The dinner will take place at the Smackin' Lips 
Diner (6190 South State Road 53) in Madison at 
6:30, Monday evening, June 7.  For more 
information, contact the Association office at 850-
973-8607.   
 
 

Pickett Lake Camp Challenge Offering 

There is still time to contribute to the Pickett 
Lake Camp Challenge Offering.  Hopewell 
Church is challenging other churches, their 
members and all friends of Pickett Lake Camp to 
give to this special offering.  Several individuals 
have already given gifts of $100 to help with 
repairs of unforeseen damage to some of the 
cabins.   

Camp season is about to begin.  Help us 
prepare the camp for this year’s campers.  Any 
amount will be helpful, but the challenge is to give 
$100.  This could be done by the church, a class 
or group in the church or by individuals or families 
within the church.  Send your gifts to our 
Association office and we will get the full amount 
to the camp staff.  For more information, call or 
text Mary Donna Pippin (Hopewell) at (850) 673-
9454.   
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E.C. Tyner Children’s Camp 

With the Independence Day holiday falling on 
the first Sunday of July this year, our E.C. Tyner 
Children’s Camp at Pickett Lake has altered their 
dates for 2021.  Camp will begin on Tuesday (not 
Monday) July 6 and will conclude on Friday night 
(not Thursday) July 9.  Matt Thompson, pastor of 
Midway Church, will serve as the camp pastor 
and Billy Rice, pastor of Hopewell Church, will 
lead the youth workers.   

The camp fee is $110.  Registration must be 
completed on-line by the June 7 deadline.  Space 
is limited, so don’t delay. You can register now at: 
http://pickettlake.com/summer/ec-tyner-childrens-camp 

Checks may be made payable to Middle 
Florida Baptist Association.  Please include the 
first and last name(s) of your camper(s) in the 
memo line.  If you mail your payment, please 
address it to:  

Middle Florida Baptist Association 
P.O. Box 702 
Madison, FL  32341 

You may find our camp checklist helpful in 
determining what to bring and what not to bring.  
You can find it online at:   
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c6326/2021

_checklist_for_parents_-_camp.pdf 

 

You can help with camp this year even if you 
cannot serve as a volunteer worker.  Here are 
some ways you can help:   

• Encourage students who have completed 
grades 2 through 6 to attend 

• Sponsor a child for $110 

• Donate travel-size toiletries for cabins 

• Donate prepackaged snacks 

• Ask your church to sponsor and serve a 
nighttime meal at camp 

• Volunteer to load and unload supplies 
before camp 

• Help a worker with their track preparation 

• Offer to haul supplies to and from camp 

• Help write thank you notes after camp 

Human Life Protection Amendment 

Remember to mail your 

signed petition forms for 

adding a proposed 

constitutional amendment to 

the 2022 ballot that will 

protect human life.  Please 

send them to Protect Human 

Life Florida.  We will mail 

them for you if you bring them to us.   

If you have not yet done so, you can find the 

petition and other information by visiting their 

website:   

https://humanlifefl.com/petition/ 

 
 

Operation Christmas Child 
Shoebox Ordering 

You can avoid shipping charges on your 
purchase of cardboard or plastic shoeboxes for 
Operation Christmas Child if you purchase them 
through our Area Team and pay for them in 
advance.  12 plastic shoeboxes cost $18 while 50 
cardboard shoeboxes cost $25.  Here is how to 
place your order:   

1. Submit a letter stating how many plastic 
and/or cardboard shoeboxes you want.   

2. In the letter, identify your church by name and 
designate the name of the contact person.  
Include their contact information.   

3. Include a check for the correct amount.  On 
the memo line identify that the check is for 
OCC shoeboxes.   

4. Either mail or deliver the letter and check to 
the Madison Church of God.  Order must be 
received by July 1.  (It is very important that 
you keep a copy of the letter and check for 
your records.) 

You will be notified when the shoeboxes arrive, 
so you can pick-up yours.  The local contact 
person is Janet Diamond.  Her phone number is 
(229) 561-4469.  The local pick-up location is:   

Madison Church of God 
771 NE Colin Kelly Highway 
Madison, Florida  32340 

If you have any questions, please contact 
Susan Crocker, Suwannee Valley Area 
Coordinator at (386) 365-7642 or email her at 
swcrocker@hotmail.com.   
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Executive Committee Meeting – June 8 

The next meeting of our Executive Committee 
will be at 6:30, Tuesday evening, June 8.  The 
meeting will be held at our Association’s office.  
No meal will be offered.  At the meeting, we will 
discuss routine business, hear reports and 
discuss upcoming events and ministry 
opportunities.   

Be sure to notify your church’s Executive 
Committee representatives.  To add an item of 
business to the agenda or to get more 
information, contact our moderator, Trent Abbott 
(Macedonia).   
 
 

Memorial Day Holiday 

Our office will be closed on Monday, May 31 in 
observance of Memorial Day.  We join our fellow 
citizens across our country in expressing 
gratitude to those who gave their life in service to 
our country.   
 
 

Real Men’s Event 2021 

The Real Men’s Event hosted by Hibernia 
Baptist Church is returning to Skeeter Ranch in 
Jasper this fall.  The date for the ‘Event’ is 
Saturday, October 23 from 8:00 am to 4:00 pm.  
For more information, visit their website at:   

https://www.realmensevent.org/ 

Calendar of Events 

JUNE 2021 
  3  Administrative Committee – Zoom meeting 

at 6:30 pm 
  5  One-Day VBS – 9:00 am to 4:00 pm at 

Fellowship Church   
  7  Pastors’ Missions Dinner – 6:30 pm at 

Smackin’ Lips Diner   
  8  Executive Committee – 6:30 pm at the 

Association office   
10  Senior Adult Food Distribution at Faith 

Church – 10:00 am to 1:00 pm   
13  SEND Conference (in place of the Pastors 

Conference this year – through June 14)   
15  Southern Baptist Convention Annual 

Meeting in Nashville (through June 16)   
19  Juneteenth   
19  Seven Gables Food Ministry in Mayo – 

8:00 to 10:00 am   
20  Father’s Day   
29  Association Council meeting at 6:30 pm 
 

JULY 2021 
  4  Independence Day 
  6  Children’s Camp at Pickett Lake Camp – 

Tuesday through Friday, July 9 
  8  Senior Adult Food Distribution at Faith 

Church – 10:00 am to 1:00 pm   
10  Operation Christmas Child Project Leader 

Workshop – 9:00 am at the Madison 
Church of God 

13  Association Council meeting at 6:00 pm 
17  Seven Gables Food Ministry in Mayo – 

8:00 to 10:00 am   
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