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Budget Update as of February 28 
Year To Date Budget Receipts $ 14,239.30 
Year To Date Goal $ 13,410.00 
Year To Date Expenditures  $ 11,654.45 

Please pray for our churches and pastors 
 

Bethel Creek Chad Little 

Beulah Greg Ragans 

Brewer Lake Michael Hornback 

Central Daryl Adams 

Cherry Lake First Murrell Bennett 

Concord Jamie Ford 

Elizabeth Sammy Hiers (I) 

Faith John Myrick 

Fellowship Jackie Watts 

Greenville  

Harmony Shaun Gay 

Hopewell Billy Rice 

Lamont Mark Holley 

Lee First Lucas Morgan 

Macedonia Trent Abbott 

Madison First Gabe Krell 

Mayo Rick James 

Midway Matt Thompson 

Morningstar Joe Rowe 

Mount Olive Will Jacobs 

New Home Chris Roth 

New Macedonia Dave Musgrave 

Olive David During 

Pine Grove  

Pinetta First Michael Bass 

Pleasant Grove Allen Hawkins 

Riverside  

Sirmans Keith Grimes 

Saint John’s Bryant Thigpen 

The Journey Wayne Hudson 

Unity Jerry Buchanan 

 (I) indicates interim pastor 
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All Around The Middle 
More than a year before I began my work with 

you, our Association had begun the process of 
updating our Constitution and Bylaws.  An ad hoc 
committee worked on it first and then shared their 
work with the Administrative Committee.  
Eventually it was presented to our Association for 
approval at our Annual Meeting in October of 
2018, but it was not approved.   

Last spring, work was begun on a new 
Constitution and Bylaws to replace in whole, our 
current documents.  After our staff and 
Administrative Committee reviewed it and made 
some changes, it was submitted to Gary Yeldell, 
a lawyer in Keystone Heights who is 
recommended by the Florida Baptist Convention 
to help churches developing or updating their 
organizational documents.   

Gary made several suggestions that were 
incorporated into the proposal.  He made a final 
review to be sure we had things ready to present 
to our Association.   

Copies of the proposed Bylaws were sent to 
pastors and members of the Executive 
Committee in January.  The proposed Bylaws 
were posted on our website.  Some questions 
were brought up in the February meeting of the 
Executive Committee.  There was a question and 
answer session hosted in our office earlier in 
March that was also available through Zoom on-
line.  People were encouraged to submit 
questions by phone, text or e-mail so questions 
could be answered and explained.   

There were several goals for this process.  We 
wanted to simplify the language of the document 
so it would be easier to understand.  We wanted 
to reduce or eliminate redundancy and 
duplication.  We wanted to remove specificity 
when it was more problematic than helpful.  
Finally, we wanted a document that reflected our 
current practices as well as the world we find 
ourselves in today.   

Organizations like ours weaken their own 
defense in court for values, attitudes and 
practices unique to our Christian faith when we 
do not follow our own stated practices as set forth 
in our Bylaws.  So it is important that our Bylaws 
state what we do and that we do what our Bylaws 
state.   

Please come prepared to approve the 
proposed Bylaws at our Spring meeting on April 
11.  I am looking forward to seeing you there.   

Share Your Information 
If you have information about your church or 

its people that you would like shared on our web 
site, Facebook page, calendar or newsletter, 
please let us know.  Contact our office staff any 
time.  If we need to make any corrections, please 
do not hesitate to let us know.   
 
 

Transitions 
Aaron Hale has resigned as youth minister at 

Madison’s First Church to accept a similar 
position at Hopeful Church in Lake City.  He 
and Theresa and their family have already 
moved there.  For their new address, contact 
our office.   

Pat Raulerson has resigned as co-pastor of The 
Journey (formerly known as Cornerstone 
Church).  When Pat and Sandi move, you can 
contact our office for their new address.   

 
 

Association Spring Meeting 
Please plan to be part of this year’s 

Association Spring Meeting on Sunday, April 11 
at Central Church in Aucilla.  Dinner will be 
served at 5:00 pm followed by our one session 
for the evening.  There will be some business to 
consider including a vote regarding the proposed 
Bylaws recommended by the Administrative 
Committee.  To see the proposed Bylaws visit our 
website at:   

https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/
c6326/2021_bylaws_-_proposal.pdf 

During the worship time, Michael Hornback 
(Brewer Lake) will bring the message.  Music will 
be lead by Kevin Andrews.  Anyone may attend, 
but only those elected as messengers by their 
church can vote on any issues.   
 
 

Human Life Protection Amendment 
Remember to mail your signed petition forms 

for adding a proposed constitutional amendment 

to the 2022 ballot that will protect human life.  

Please send them to Protect Human Life Florida.  

We will mail them for you if you bring them to us.   

If you have not yet done so, you can find the 

petition and other information by visiting their 

website:   

https://humanlifefl.com/petition/ 
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Senior Adult Food Distribution 
Iris Wesson (Hopewell), our Association’s 

WMU director, was approached by Second 
Harvest Food Bank about our Association 
conducting the monthly Senior Adult food 
distribution which had been conducted at the 
Senior Center.  Faith Church has agreed to serve 
as the distribution site, but volunteers are needed 
from all across our Association.   

The food is provided by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture to Second Harvest Food Bank.  
They deliver it on the day of the distribution.  The 
Department of Agriculture limits and controls who 
can receive food.  There is a waiting list, but any 
Madison county resident who is age 65 or older may 
apply.  There is an income qualification that 
determines a person’s eligibility to receive the food.   

Our first distribution was March 12.  For now, 
the distribution will take place on the second 
Friday of each month at the Faith Church facility.  
For more information, contact our office.  The 
next distribution is set for April 9.   

If you are interested in helping with this 
ministry, contact Iris Wesson at (850) 973-7415.   

 
 

 
Association Office Workday 

Thank you all who participated in our 
Association Office Workday last month.  As a 
group, we were able to do some much-needed 
hedge and tree trimming.  We greatly appreciate 
you giving up your Saturday morning to help us.  
Other projects and tasks remain to be completed.  
If you are interested in helping, please contact 
our office for more information.   

 

E.C. Tyner Children’s Camp 
With the Independence Day holiday falling on 

the first Sunday of July this year, our E.C. Tyner 
Children’s Camp at Pickett Lake has altered their 
dates for 2021.  Camp will begin on Tuesday (not 
Monday) July 6 and will conclude on Friday night 
(not Thursday) July 9.  Watch for registration to 
open soon.  If you would like to receive a 
reminder note, contact our office.   

Those of you interested in working at camp this 
year, please contact Kim Whigham (Hopewell), 
our camp director, at (850) 464-9394.   
 
 

Pickett Lake Camp Challenge Offering 
Hopewell Church is challenging other 

churches, their members and all friends of Pickett 
Lake Camp to give to the Pickett Lake Camp 
Challenge Offering.  Several individuals have 
already given gifts of $100 to help with repairs of 
unforeseen damage to some of the cabins.  
Camp season begins soon.  Help us prepare the 
camp for this year’s campers.   

Any amount will be helpful, but the challenge 
is to give $100.  This could be done by the 
church, a class or group in the church or by 
individuals or families within the church.  Send 
your gifts to our Association office by the first of 
May and we will get the full amount to the camp 
staff.  For more information, .call or text Mary 
Donna Pippin (Hopewell) at (850) 673-9454.   
 
 

Mother’s Day Tea 
The Woman’s Missionary Union for our 

Association will be hosting a Mother’s Day Tea 
on Saturday, May 1 from 10:00 am to noon.  
Watch our website for the announcement of the 
location.   

This fellowship event is for ALL mothers to 
celebrate the wonderful gift that is “Motherhood,” 
however, that may look for you.   

There are many foster families among our 
Association churches.  Our mission for this event 
will be collecting items for our foster care moms.  
Many of these children go to their foster homes 
with nothing.  We want to help prepare our 
families with items that can be used upon the 
child’s arrival in their home.  The types of items 
we will be collecting include underwear, pajamas, 
stuffed animals, blankets, shoes, short/pants and 
t-shirts.  Plan on bringing your collected items to 
the Mother’s Day Tea on May 1.   



Effective Preaching Cohort 
Interested in being part of a group of local 

pastors and preachers that are working to make 
their preaching more effective?  Visit our website 
for information about a new study group:   

https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c6326/effective_
preaching_cohort_-_spring_2021_-_info_letter.pdf 

 
 

Disaster Relief Training 
Florida Baptist Disaster Relief will conduct 

volunteer training for those interested in being 
available to serve as well as renewing 
certification for those already serving.  The 
closest training event for our area will be at the 
First Baptist Church of Perry on Saturday, May 
15.  On-site registration will begin at 8:30.   

There is no pre-registration but you should go 
on-line to complete your background check 
application by the end of April.  The cost for the 
application is $17 which you can pay on-line 
when you apply.  The registration fee for the 
training is $10 to be paid on-site when you 
register.  For more information, visit their website:   

https://flbaptist.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/2021-
training-map-stars-corrected2-18-2021.pdf 

 

Calendar of Events 

APRIL 2021 
  1  Maundy Thursday  
  2  Good Friday 
  4  Resurrection Day (Easter) 
  9  Senior Adult Food Distribution at Faith 

Church – 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
11  Semi-Annual Meeting – Central Baptist 

Church in Aucilla 
17  Seven Gables Food Ministry in Mayo – 

8:00 to 10:00 am 
 
MAY 2021 

  1  Mother’s Day Tea – 10:00 am to 12:00 
noon – location TBD 

  9  Mother’s Day 
11  Association Council meets at 6:00 pm 
14  Senior Adult Food Distribution at Faith 

Church – 10:00 am to 1:00 pm 
15  Seven Gables Food Ministry in Mayo – 

8:00 to 10:00 am 
15  Disaster Relief Training in Perry – 9:00 am 

to 3:30 pm at Perry First Church 
31  Memorial Day – Association office closed 
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