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Extended (15 month) Budget Update 
 as of September 30 

Year To Date Budget Receipts $ 78,692.09 
Year To Date Goal $ 80,800.00 
Year To Date Expenditures  $ 78,289.30 

Please pray for our churches and pastors 
 

Bethel Creek Chad Little 

Beulah Greg Ragans 

Brewer Lake Michael Hornback 

Central Daryl Adams 

Cherry Lake First Murrell Bennett 

Concord Jamie Ford 

Elizabeth Sammy Hiers (I) 

Faith  

Fellowship Jackie Watts 

Greenville Jeff Bailey 

Harmony Shaun Gay 

Hopewell Billy Rice 

Lamont Mark Holley 

Lee First Lucas Morgan 

Macedonia Trent Abbott 

Madison First Gabe Krell 

Mayo Rick James 

Midway Matt Thompson 

Morningstar Joe Rowe 

Mount Olive Will Jacobs 

New Home Chris Roth 

New Macedonia Dave Musgrave 

Olive David During 

Pine Grove  

Pinetta First Michael Bass 

Pleasant Grove Allen Hawkins 

Riverside Bob Scott 

Sirmans Keith Grimes 

Saint John’s Bryant Thigpen 

The Journey Wayne Hudson 

 Pat Raulerson 

Unity Jerry Buchanan 

 (I) indicates interim pastor 



All Around The Middle 
As October draws to a close, please be sure 

your church has done something to recognize 
‘Pastor Appreciation Month’ for your pastor.  I 
know many have.  It doesn’t have to be elaborate, 
just something heartfelt and meaningful.  (It’s OK 
if it takes you to November 1 to get that done.)   

This year’s Annual Meeting for our 
Association will finally take place on November 8 
at New Home Church.  I hope you are planning 
to be there.  I am excited about some of the 
changes that are being incorporated.   

Jeff Bailey (Greenville) and Michael Bass 
(Pinetta) are scheduled to bring messages.  The 
Youth Praise Band from Madison’s First Church 
will lead our music times during the worship 
service.  We will hear guests speak about their 
trips to the Holy Land, prison ministry and the 
work on a proposed Human Life Amendment for 
the 2022 election.  We will spend time in prayer.  
Our offering will go to support the overseas 
mission work of Tessa Andrews in Haiti.  And of 
course, the folks there will prepare a great 
fellowship meal.  I hope you will be there.  Even 
if you are not a messenger from your church, you 
can still attend as a guest.   

 
 
Share Your Information 

If you have information about your church or 
its people that you would like shared on our web 
site, Facebook page, calendar or newsletter, 
please let us know.  Contact our office staff any 
time.  If we need to make any corrections, please 
do not hesitate to let us know.   

 
 
Love Offering For Tessa Andrews  

A huge “Thank You” to the 13 churches that 
graciously gave to our Association-wide “Love 
You To Haiti And Back” offering on September 20 
to help support Tessa Andrews (Pinetta) mission 
work in Haiti.  To our knowledge, those churches 
gave well over $10,000!   

The offering collected during our Annual 
Meeting on Sunday, November 8 will also go to 
Tessa’s missionary fund so she may continue the 
Lord’s work in Haiti.  If you missed out on 
purchasing a t-shirt, some will be available to 
purchase that day as well.  Tessa and her family 
are very grateful for your support.   

Transitions 
Joe Rowe is the pastor of Morningstar Church in 

Madison.  He recently earned his master’s 
degree in Christian Ministry from Grand 
Canyon University.  In addition to that, Joe was 
accepted into the Alpha Chi National College 
Honor Society.  Congratulations, Joe, for 
completing one meaningful accomplishment 
and for your recognition as an outstanding 
scholar.  Joe and his wife Lisa live with their 
two daughters in Madison.   

Randy Davis has resigned as pastor of Pine 
Grove Church in Madison.  He accepted a call 
to his home church, the First Baptist Church of 
Goodway in Frisco City, Alabama.   

 
 

 
 

2020 Annual Meeting – New Date 
The Annual Meeting of our Middle Florida 

Association has not only been moved from 

Tuesday night to Sunday, now it has been moved 

from October 11 to November 8.  We will still meet 

at New Home Church in Madison.  The first 

session will address a good bit of business, but 

the second session after dinner will focus on 

worship.  This is a great opportunity for you to join 

others in lifting up Jesus.   

The first session begins at 3:30, dinner is at 

5:00 and the second session begins at 6:00.  

There will be special guest speakers talking about 

new ministry opportunities.  Please plan to join us 

that night.   

In anticipation of our Annual Meeting, 
churches are encouraged to submit a list of 
memorials and significant church events that 
have happened since last year’s meeting.  Please 
contact the Association office by November 3 with 
this information.  You can call us at (850) 973-
8607 or e-mail them to: 

office@middleflorida.net 



Operation Christmas Child:  
 WMU Kick-Off Rally 

The shoebox collection for Operation 
Christmas Child will kick-off on Saturday, 
November 14 at the WMU Rally at Central 
Church in Monticello (Aucilla).  The rally begins 
at 10:00 am and will go to noon.  Bring your 
shoeboxes and come early!  
Lunch will be provided.  
This year children are 
welcome and encouraged 
to attend to hear first-hand 
what it means to receive a 
shoebox.   

National Collection Week is November 16–23 
and is almost here!  We are praying for you as 
you share with your church or group about how 
God is using Operation Christmas Child 
shoeboxes to bring the Gospel around the world.  
The most important thing you can do is pray!  We 
look forward to what God will do as we work 
together to bring Good News and great joy to 
millions of children around the world!   

This year the Madison Church of God will 
serve as our regional drop-off location (771 NE 
Colin Kelly Hwy).  VOLUNTEERS are NEEDED 
to help with the boxes collected in our area (but 
not at the WMU rally).  Here are the dates and 
times when you can drop-off your shoeboxes and 
volunteer:  

• Monday through Saturday, November 16–
21 from 10:00 am to 6:00 pm  

• Sunday, November 22 from 2:00 pm to 6:00 
pm  

• Monday, November 23 from 9:00 am to 
noon  

If you are able to spend a portion of any of the 
above times volunteering it would be most 
appreciated.  Please call Janet Diamond at (229) 
561-4469 if you are interested in volunteering.   
 

 
Ministry Opportunity For Singers 

Lake Park of Madison Nursing and 
Rehabilitation is looking for churches to come 
and sing to their residents.  The singing will take 
place outdoors for the purposes of social 
distancing.  If you or your church group are 
interested, please contact Maggie Kelley, 
Activities Director at (850) 973-8277.  This is a 
great opportunity to share the love of Jesus with 
those who cannot attend church services easily.   

Operation Merry Christmas: 
 The Florida Baptist Children’s Home 

The children in the care of the Florida Baptist 
Children’s Home are anticipating the arrival of 
Christmas day!  That is why it brings us such 
great joy when we can provide abundantly for 
these children, most of who have received very 
little during their lives.  Your Christmas gift will 
help bring the hope and joy of Christmas to these 
children all year long.   

Florida Baptist Children’s Home deeply 
appreciates your gifts which will help to provide 
care, hope and wonderful Christmas memories for 
the children in their care!  To learn more about the 
gifts that are desired, please visit their website.   

https://onemorechild.org/event/operation-merry-christmas/ 

To help make your shopping easier, you might 
consider visiting their gift registry for easier 
shopping:  

www.walmart.com/lists/view-events-registry-
items?id=28a543a2-2a54-4699-8ff0-d151130ad5e2 

You can have the gifts shipped to their campus 
through the registry or you can bring your new, 
unwrapped gifts to the WMU Rally on Saturday, 
November 14 at Central Church in Aucilla.  If it is 
more convenient for you, you can drop-off your 
new, unwrapped gifts for the Children’s Home at 
our Association office by Wednesday, December 
9.  Gifts brought to our office will be delivered to 
the Children’s Home by December 10.   

To see these links and other helpful information 
(including suggestions for specific age ranges, go 
to our Association’s website and click on the 
‘INFO CENTER’ tab – then select the ‘Baptist 
Children’s Home’ tab.  Check our Association 
Facebook page for links there as well.   
 
 

Pop Tabs for Campers on Mission 
Shirley Parker (Lee First) has committed to 

taking donated pop tabs to the Campers on 
Mission Fall Rally, usually held in October or 
November.  The pop tab by itself does not mean 
much, however, when collected, pop tabs add up 
to become a valuable donation to the Ronald 
McDonald House.  This idea of ‘pulling’ together 
for a charitable cause is the core value of this 
program.  Aluminum pop tabs from any container 
(soda can, soup, pet food, etc.) can be donated 
by dropping them off at our Association office by 
November 3.   



Human Life Protection Amendment 
You may recall an effort last 

year to place on this year’s 

state-wide ballot, a proposed 

constitutional amendment to 

protect human life.  For a 

variety of reasons, that effort 

was not accomplished by the state’s deadline – 

but the effort was not dropped.   

Protect Human Life Florida is already at work 

to gather the required number of qualified 

petitions to have the Florida Supreme Court 

review the proposal in time to have it placed on 

the ballot for 2022 which is the next opportunity 

for such a referendum.   

You and your church can help move this effort 

forward by encouraging registered voters to sign 

and return a petition form.  You may find the 

petition by visiting their website:  

https://humanlifefl.com/petition/ 
This is not a denominational issue – so any 

and all Christians and Christian churches in and 

around the Middle Florida Baptist Association are 

encouraged to participate – the more the better.  

Feel free to share this information with other 

pastors and believers in our area.   

Mark Minck with Protect Human Life Florida 

will be our guest at our Annual Meeting on 

November 8 at New Home Church.  You can 

speak with him then if you would like to.  For more 

information contact Robert Dixon.   

 

Calendar of Events 
 

NOVEMBER 2020 
  3  Election Day 
  8  Association Annual Fall Meeting – Sunday 

evening at New Home Church 
3:30 pm – Session One 
5:00 pm – Fellowship Meal 
6:00 pm – Session Two 

10  Association Council Meeting– 6:00 pm at 
the Association office 

14  WMU Rally – 10:00 am until noon at 
Central Church in Aucilla 

16  National OCC Collection Week begins – 
Madison Church of God (through 
November 23) 

20  Windfire Ladies Retreat at Camp 
Anderson begins – contact Iris Wesson 
for more information (Friday through 
Sunday) 

21  Seven Gables Food Ministry in Mayo – 
serving from 8:00 to 10:00 am 

26  Thanksgiving Holiday – office closed 
 
DECEMBER 2020 

  3  Operation Christmas Child Mission Trip to 
Atlanta (through December 5) 

  8  Executive Committee – 6:30 pm location to 
be announced 

19  Seven Gables Food Ministry in Mayo – 8:00 
to 10:00 am 

28  Christmas Break – Association office closed 
through December 31 

 


