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Extended (15 month) Budget Update 
 as of August 31 

Year To Date Budget Receipts $ 68,956.55 
Year To Date Goal $ 74,066.67 
Year To Date Expenditures  $ 71,721.42 

Please pray for our churches and pastors 
 

Bethel Creek Chad Little 

Beulah Greg Ragans 

Brewer Lake Michael Hornback 

Central Daryl Adams 

Cherry Lake First Murrell Bennett 

Concord Jamie Ford 

Elizabeth Sammy Hiers (I) 

Faith  

Fellowship Jackie Watts 

Greenville Jeff Bailey 

Harmony Shaun Gay 

Hopewell Billy Rice 

Lamont Mark Holley 

Lee First Lucas Morgan 

Macedonia Trent Abbott 

Madison First Gabe Krell 

Mayo Rick James 

Midway Matt Thompson 

Morningstar Joe Rowe 

Mount Olive Will Jacobs 

New Home Chris Roth 

New Macedonia Dave Musgrave 

Olive David During 

Pine Grove Randy Davis 

Pinetta First Michael Bass 

Pleasant Grove Allen Hawkins 

Riverside Bob Scott 

Sirmans Keith Grimes 

Saint John’s Bryant Thigpen 

The Journey Wayne Hudson 

 Pat Raulerson 

Unity Jerry Buchanan 

 (I) indicates interim pastor 



All Around The Middle 

Proverbs 3: 27 states, “When it is in your 
power, don’t withhold good from the one to whom 
it belongs.”  I want to encourage you to share the 
good with your pastor all throughout the month of 
October.   

October is Minister Appreciation Month and it 
is a great time to love on your pastor.  Being a 
pastor is more than just a job, it is a calling.  
Pastors have a sense that God has chosen them 
to lead his people in a church.  That alone creates 
a great desire on the part of a pastor to do his 
work well.  On top of that, there are the many 
different people in the church he seeks to serve 
and teach and develop.  Sometimes we Baptists 
can be a rather demanding bunch to work with.  
Along with that is his desire to reach lost people 
in the community with the life-changing good 
news of Jesus Christ.   

Folks, you add all that together and you 
certainly have a challenging responsibility.  But 
then factor in the unrelenting assault of the 
deceiver who will attack a pastor, his marriage, 
his children, his health, his finances and 
constantly whisper in his ear that he’s not good 
enough and you might begin to understand a little 
bit of what life can be like for so many of our 
pastors.   

So yes, one month out of the year, let’s focus 
on our pastors and their families and remind them 
that we believe God led them to our churches.  
Let’s remind them that we love them and 
appreciate them.  Let’s remind them that God is 
using them to change lives in your community.   

God has never punished anyone for being 
gracious and loving and generous to their pastor.  
I don’t know that the opposite of that is true.  So 
start making your plans now on what you can do 
to show your pastor you appreciate him.  You 
don’t have to wait on some organized effort by 
your church.  Just love your pastor – and tell him 
you love him – and pray for him.  It will make all 
the difference in the world.   
 
 

Share Your Information 
If you have information about your church or 

its people that you would like shared on our web 
site, Facebook page, calendar or newsletter, 
please let us know.  Contact our office staff any 
time.  If we need to make any corrections, please 
do not hesitate to let us know.   

Minister Appreciation Month 

October is Minister Appreciation Month.  If 
there was ever a time in our lives that ministers 
have needed encouragement, it is now.  So how 
will your church spend the month of October 
showering your pastor with notes of 
encouragement or acts of love?  You don’t have 
to spend a great deal of money (although that 
wouldn’t hurt), you just have to make an effort to 
let your pastor or pastors know how much you 
appreciate them.   

Could you plan a time in a worship service to 
gather the church around the pastor to pray for 
him out loud?  Could you give him a gift card to 
Amazon or LifeWay or his favorite restaurant?  
Could you organize 31 people to write him a note 
or card and number them so that each day of the 
month he is reading an encouraging note from 
one of your church members?  Let your 
imagination run wild and think of your own ways 
to encourage your pastor this month.  Share 
pictures on Facebook of what your church does 
so as to inspire or encourage other churches to 
show appreciation for their pastors as well.   
 
 

Pastors/Wives Appreciation Dinner 

Active, inactive and retired pastors, their 
wives and widows of pastors are invited to be the 
guests of honor at the Pastor and Wife 
Appreciation Dinner on Saturday, October 3 at 
the Smackin’ Lips Diner in Madison.  Dinner will 
begin at 5:00 pm.  Jerry Chumley from the 
Gadsden Association will speak.  Each pastor, 
wife or widow will receive a gift and five lucky 
persons will win door prizes.  There will be great 
food, warm fellowship and entertaining fun.  We 
look forward to seeing you there.   
 
 

Association Prayer Gathering 

Join other believers across our Middle Florida 
Association on Tuesday, October 27 as we 
gather at Hopewell Church in Madison for our 
next Association Prayer Gathering.  This will be 
one week before Election Day.  Much of the 
emphasis this night will be on our communities, 
our state and our nation and those who lead our 
governments.  Please set aside this evening and 
join us for a powerful time of prayer.  No meal will 
be served.  Facemasks are encouraged.   



 

 

2020 Annual Meeting Report 

In anticipation of our Annual Meeting on 
Sunday, October 11 at New Home Church, 
churches are encouraged to begin formulating a 
list of memorials and significant church events 
that have happened since last year’s meeting.  
Please contact the Association office by October 
1 with this information.  You can call us at (850) 
973-8607 or e-mail them to: 

office@middleflorida.net 
 
 
2020 Annual Meeting 

The Annual Meeting of our Middle Florida 

Association has been moved from Tuesday night 

to Sunday, October 11 at New Home Church in 

Madison.  The first session will address a good bit 

of business, but the second session after dinner 

will focus on worship.  This is a great opportunity 

for you to join others in lifting up Jesus.   

The first session begins at 3:30, dinner is at 

5:00 and the second session begins at 6:00.  

There will be special guest speakers talking about 

new ministry opportunities.  Please plan to join us 

that night.   

 
 
Ministry Opportunity For Singers 

Lake Park of Madison Nursing and 
Rehabilitation is looking for churches to come 
and sing to their residents.  The singing will take 
place outdoors for the purposes of social 
distancing.  If you or your church group are 
interested, please contact Maggie Kelley, 
Activities Director at (850) 973-8277.  This is a 
great opportunity to share the love of Jesus with 
those who cannot attend church services easily.   

Jesus 2020 Campaign 

The campaign for Jesus 
2020 that began at Sampey 
Memorial Baptist Church in 
Ramer, Alabama has made its 
way to Madison, Florida.  
Sampey Memorial member 
Joyce Hubbard, along with 
fellow member Martha Sikes, 
began printing and distributing 
“Jesus 2020” yard signs in 
hopes of pointing people to Christ.   

“We feel like [Jesus] is already the winner and 
we just want to promote Him,” Hubbard said.  
“This is not political at all.  It’s not partisan, non-
denominational, we’re not encouraging anything 
as far as voting, we’re just encouraging people to 
think about [Jesus] when they see these signs in 
the yards, to let Him guide any decisions they 
might make concerning anything and just keep 
Him foremost in their thoughts.”   

The “Jesus 2020” signs are available for 
purchase here in our Association office.  The cost 
is $7 each.   
 
 

T-Shirt Fundraiser For Tessa Andrews 

Tessa Andrews is a Madison native and a 
member of Pinetta First Church.  
She is currently serving as a 
missionary to Haiti where she 
works as a school teacher.  The 
pandemic altered her plans to 
come home this past summer to 
visit churches and raise support.  
Many of our churches received a 
special offering for her earlier this month.   

Another way you can help support Tessa and 
her ministry in Haiti is to purchase a “Love You 
To Haiti And Back” t-shirt.  Shirts are now 
available for preorder!  The shirts are 100% 
cotton, graphite gray.  Adult sizes (S-3XL) and 
child sizes (S-XL) are available.  The Bible verse 
on the shirt is 1 Thessalonians 5:24 which reads, 
"He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it."   

You can order your shirt by calling our office 
at (850) 973-8607.  Orders are due by October 4.   

To learn more about Tessa and her work in 
Haiti, visit her Facebook page ‘Love You To Haiti 
And Back’:   

https://www.facebook.com/Love-you-to-Haiti-and-back-360457367775603 

 



Calendar of Events 
 

OCTOBER 2020 
  1 Annual Meeting Report information due 
  1 OCC Atlanta Trip Registration deadline – 

contact Iris Wesson for more information 
  3  Pastor and Wives Dinner – 5:00 pm at 

Smackin’ Lips Diner (formerly Denny’s)   
11  Association Annual Fall Meeting – Sunday 

evening at New Home Church 
3:30 pm – Session One 
5:00 pm – Fellowship Meal 
6:00 pm – Session Two 

17  Seven Gables Food Ministry in Mayo – 
serving from 8:00 to 10:00 am 

27  Association Prayer Gathering – 7:00 pm at 
Hopewell Church 

29  Lafayette area Pastors’ Fellowship – noon 
 

NOVEMBER 2020 
  3  Election Day 
10  Association Council Meeting– 6:00 pm at 

the Association office 
14  WMU Rally – 10:00 am until noon at 

Central Church in Aucilla 
16  National OCC Collection Week begins – 

Madison Church of God (through 
November 23) 

20  Windfire Ladies Retreat at Camp 
Anderson begins – contact Iris Wesson 
for more information (Friday through 
Sunday) 

21  Seven Gables Food Ministry in Mayo – 
serving from 8:00 to 10:00 am 

26  Thanksgiving Holiday – office closed 

School Supplies For Teachers 

On Thursday, September 3, a few members 
of the Women’s Mission Team, purchased, 
packed and distributed school supplies for 
Association pastors and pastors’ wives who are 
teachers in our communities.  All the teachers 
were very appreciative of the supplies received.  
Thank you to our churches for sending donations 
for this group effort.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pop Tabs for Campers on Mission 

Shirley Parker (Lee First) has committed to 

taking donated pop tabs to the Campers on 

Mission Fall Rally, usually held in October or 

November.  The pop tab by itself does not mean 

much, however, when collected, pop tabs add up 

to become a valuable donation to the Ronald 

McDonald House.  This idea of ‘pulling’ together 

for a charitable cause is the core value of this 

program.  Aluminum pop tabs from any container 

(soda can, soup, pet food, etc.) can be donated 

by dropping them off at our Association office.   

 


