
What Does Church Mean To You? 

 

When you ask people to define the word “church,” what you will find is 
that the definition often depends on that individual’s own perspective and 
experience.  There are believers and nonbelievers alike who will define 
church as nothing more than a building where people gather together on 
Sunday mornings to worship God. Others will define church as a 
judgmental and hurtful place, because of a personal attack that they have 
suffered in their past.  While both of these have unfortunately been 
accurate and valid representations of the church of today, I believe we can 
- in fact, I believe we are called to - break through these barriers in order 
to advance God’s kingdom. However, it does require us to look biblically at 
how the church is defined as a family, not merely a structure.  
 

Throughout the book of Acts, there are a few things that the church is 
called to do on a regular basis. First and foremost, the church is called to 
praise and glorify God in worship on a regular basis by coming together in 
unity. Believers are also called to invest their time in nurturing and 
building up or helping their brothers and sisters to mature in their 
relationships with Christ.  
 

I am so excited about the things that are happening here at FBC 
Gatesville. Our weekly youth and children ministries are going strong and 
both Leigh and Damian are doing a fantastic job with our younger 
generations. The adult Bible study is currently going through scripture to 
gain a better understanding of what it means to be a disciple of Christ.  
 

There are multiple events and missional opportunities coming up over the 
next few months in which our church family can come together in bonds 
of love and truth and minister to the surrounding community of Gatesville. 
My hope and prayer is that we will see lives being transformed through the 
spreading of the gospel as more individuals join us and experience the love 
that is waiting for them through a relationship with God. 
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We Need Your Help!! 
 
 

Summer Jam (VBS) is coming up... May 23-26 from 6-8 p.m. and we would 
love for you to join us by volunteering in one of several areas. You 
will have the opportunity to share Jesus' love with the children in 
our community and help them experience firsthand what it looks like to 
share that love with those around them. Please contact Leigh or the 
church office for more information.  
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On-Site Sunday School 
each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

On-Site & Online 
Worship Services each 
Sunday at 10:45 a.m. 

The following links are where 
you can find information 

about church happenings! 

Church Website: 

http://
www.fbcgatesville.com 

Lots of information posted 
here and you can watch the 
sermons and Sunday School 
on the website without 
having Facebook. 

Church Facebook: 

https://ww.facebook.com/
FBC.Gatesville 

LIVE Streaming services and 
much more information 

Women's Ministry 
Facebook:  Women's 
Ministry - FBC Gatesville 

https://ww.facebook.com/
groups/674612233018944/ 

Children's Ministry 
Facebook:  First Baptist 
Church of Gatesville 
Children's Ministry 

https://ww.facebook.com/
FBCGK.Gatesville/ 

Church Instagram:  

firstbaptistchurchgatesvilletx 

Youth Instagram:  

firstbaptistgatesville_youth 

 
 

  

 

   Emergency Contacts: 
 

   Allen Place (Deacon Chair) 512-422-2774 
   Suzanne Bounds (Council Chair) 254-640-6182 

Music Ministry, Brian Curtis 

Finding Joy in Worship 
 

“Oh come, let us sing to the Lord! Let us shout joyfully to 
the Rock of our salvation. Let us come before His       

presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to Him with 
psalms. For the Lord is the great God, And the great King above all 
gods. In His hand are the deep places of the earth; The heights of 
the hills are His also. The sea is His, for He made it; And His hands 
formed the dry land.” 
 

One of the most common ways to worship and glorify God is with 
music. If we look at the book of Psalms, David provides us many  
examples of Joyful worship.  
 

Can you just imagine David being so full of the joy of the Lord that 
he couldn’t help but sing this to Him and worship? 
 

Before we came to know Him, we really didn’t know what true joy 
was. God provided us the opportunity through the cross to           
experience countless joy in our lives. Now that we know God,       
glorifying Him brings us joy, and that joy bursts out of us in the 
form of worship!  
 

How do we find that joy? 
 

Through giving, through serving, through prayer and through song.  
 

I invite you this month to give joyfully, not just money, but time. I 
invite you to serve, who in our community and church could benefit 
from a joyful heart of service? Pray for a joyful heart, that everything 
you do be done out of joy, and finally see the rewards of joyful    
worship in your life! 
 

“Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love… fill us with 
the light of day!” 
 

 

Just Older Youth, Janie Jones 

It's spring!! Isn’t it nice to have sunshine and warm days 
again?  Spring is a time of rebirth and we can all use 
that.  
 

I missed the 50+ Latham Springs deal.  I’m so sorry. Please don’t 

fire me. 
 

My granddaughter Laira was awarded an internship at the Lyric 
Theatre in Brownwood.  They have shows at 2, 4, and 7. I will get 
their itinerary.  We can go and have lunch or dinner at            
Underwoods and still get home before dark.  If anyone sees      
anything else they want to attend please let me know. 

RightNow Media 

Whether you’re part of the church or not, we have a FREE gift for you!  
Just a reminder that our church has access to an extensive, new video  
library called RightNow Media! Scan the QR code or text GatesvilleFBC  
To: 49775 to create your FREE account. 

 

Deacon Chair, Allen Place  

Spring is a beautiful time of year.  Just a few short weeks ago during our week-long 
freeze, it was hard to imagine the fantastic weather and the green countryside which 
has now replaced the white of snow and ice.  The Bible acknowledges spring as a 
time of warming weather and our world coming back to life. Spring brings new life 

just as our faith brings us new life.  
 

Here is what the Bible says about spring: 
 

Song of Solomon 2:11-12: For behold, the winter is past; the rain is over and gone.  The     
flowers appear on the earth, the time of singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is 
heard in our land. 
 

Zechariah 10:1:  Ask the LORD for rain in the springtime; it is the LORD who sends the      
thunderstorms.  He gives showers of rain to all people, and plants of the field to everyone. 
 

Here are a few lines of one of my favorite verses from the 3rd chapter of Ecclesiastes:  To   
every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven; A time to be born, 
and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted. 
 

This is the time for spring and for things to be born again.  Spring is a time of renewal and 
the chance for a new beginning.  Just as the flowers and trees are now doing, let's bloom 
again in the Spirit of our Lord. 

 

 

Children’s Ministry, Leigh Carroll 

Wow! Hard to believe school is almost out and we have almost completed another 
year of Wednesday nights!  
 

Which means Derby races… it’s a fun family night on May 12; where our kiddos get 
to show off their unique derby cars. Hope to see all of you there. 
 

Please be in prayer & think about volunteering for our “Summer Jam” (VBS) May 23-26 from 
6-8pm with dinner at 7pm.  The kids are going to love it, but without volunteers we will not 
be able to share Jesus' love with them.  
 

Thank you so much to all of the people who help our children’s ministry through prayer,   
service, and tithes and offerings. 
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