
Church Triumphant 

“I thank God every time I remember you,” the Apostle said to his friends in Philippi 
(Philippians 1:3).  
 
Paul said this because the church had been generous and loving toward him through 
difficult times both personally and politically. 
 
You have done the same for me and Janet, and we are grateful for you whenever you 
come to mind. You have loved us, encouraged us, and generously provided for us through 
this pandemic and economic hardships. We are deeply grateful. 
 
The church of Jesus Christ is ultimately triumphant in human history. But that does not 
mean that the church will not pass through fire and flood. In fact, Christians around the 
world are suffering today, and so it has been since Jesus died on the cross. We suffer from 
all the difficulties that afflict humans in general, and we sometimes suffer because we are 
aligned with Jesus, our crucified Messiah. 
 
Suffering is not a cause for discouragement or despair. Instead, we should rejoice in our 
suffering, Pastor James declared (James 1:2-4), because the trials help us to grow in our 
faith and our likeness to the Savior. 
 
We all should pray fervently that we will emerge from these difficult times stronger and 
more faithful to the Lord Jesus.  
 
I am praying for the pastor search committee. They have a heavy responsibility, but they 
are spiritually ready for the task. Sometime in the near future they will find and bring 
before you the person they believe should lead First Baptist Church of Gatesville as the 
new pastor. That will be a very exciting day!  
 
God has great plans for First Baptist Church. He has been at work through this body of 
believers since 1856 when our church was birthed. He will continue to work in and 
through this family of faith as we love one another and reach out to neighbors and friends 
with the good news of the gospel. 
 
I am so glad that we were able to baptize two new believers Sunday and observe the 
Lord’s Supper together. These rich worship events remind us who we are and why we are 
the church triumphant until Jesus comes. 

 

Pastor David 
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Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is 
good; love one another  with mutual affection; outdo one    
another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 

spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,     
persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of  the saints;   

extend hospitality to strangers.  

-Romans 12:9-13  
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26 Richard Sweaney 

28 Rose Cameron   

 

 

February 2021 



On-Site & Online 
Sunday School each 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

On-Site Worship 
Services each Sunday at 

10:45 a.m. 

In this time of “Social 
Distancing”... 

the following links are where 
you can find information 

about church happenings! 

Church Website: 

http://
www.fbcgatesville.com 

Lots of information posted 
here and you can watch the 
sermons and Sunday School 
on the website without 
having Facebook. 

Church Facebook: 

https://ww.facebook.com/
FBC.Gatesville 

LIVE Streaming services and 
much more information 

Women's Ministry 
Facebook:  Women's 
Ministry - FBC Gatesville 

https://ww.facebook.com/
groups/674612233018944/ 

Children's Ministry 
Facebook:  First Baptist 
Church of Gatesville 
Children's Ministry 

https://ww.facebook.com/
FBCGK.Gatesville/ 

Church Instagram:  

firstbaptistchurchgatesvilletx 

Youth Instagram:  

firstbaptistgatesville_youth 

  

 

   Emergency Contacts: 
 

   Allen Place (Deacon Chair) 512-422-2774 
   Suzanne Bounds (Council Chair) 254-640-6182 

Just Older Youth, Janie Jones 

I hope the new year is bringing you Joy.  My advice is to not 
watch the news, stay off the scale and pray without ceasing. 
That is how I crank up my joy.   
 

I have had several requests to start GriefShare.  We have had a lot of 
loss.  I have been talking to some people in Waco about it.  I would 
like to see if we could do it on Zoom and maybe stream the          
videos.  Nothing is nailed down.  Before I get my hammer, I need to 
get an understanding of the number of you who are interested.   
 

GriefShare is a fourteen week study on dealing with the loss of a 
loved one.  That is all I know for sure right now.  I would like for you 
to call the church if you are interested.  We will put your name on a 
list.  That is the first step.  If this is a need in your life please don’t 
hesitate to sign up.  Right now it isn’t a commitment, it is an       
indication of interest.   

I am praying for you by name and would love to see you. 

 

 

Children’s Ministry, Leigh Carroll 

February. It’s the month of love… correct? One of my     
favorite bible verses is Deuteronomy 6:5..’Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength.’  What a great verse to start each day with 

by loving our God.   
 

This month is a big month for the Children's Ministry… it’s when we 
have our Valentines Children's Breakfast fundraiser! WAIT>>>>> we 
are trying to social distance - COVID style>>>>> So here’s what we 
are going to do... we are going to have a hamburger lunch for pick 
up. We will have grilled hamburgers with all the fixings & some 
chips. We would really appreciate you grabbing a meal & making a 
donation to help offset the costs of summer camp for our children!  

 

Student Ministry, Branton Tennison 

This past month has been a great way to kick of 2021! 
We started up Wednesday nights and are having good 
turnouts of 10-15 students! As a group, we set spiritual 
goals for ourselves and are striving to meet them! Please 

pray for the students as they challenge themselves to grow in their 
walk with the Lord. We are spending Wednesday evenings going over 
questions that were turned in by the students concerning scripture 
and God. We are halfway through Revelation on Sunday mornings. 
We plan to finish the other half and decide where to go from there. I 
hope that this next month is a blessing for you, your family, and our 
church.  

Visit Our First Baptist Church Website  

The URL is http://www.fbcgatesville.com (not .org).  Check the website for upcoming events, pastor 
devotionals, online services, Weekly Bulletins and much more!  Also, sign up at the bottom left of 
the home page to get important text messages from the church. 

 

Deacon Chair, Allen Place 

The Old Testament book of Job focuses on a wealthy man named Job.  Job was     
blameless and upright and such was good in the sight of God.  The devil contended Job 
was only righteous because God had favored him and further contended Job would 
change if suffering was inflicted upon him.  Job is indeed tested over time, enduring  

sickness, loss of his livelihood and death of his children.  Even so, Job remained resolute in his 
faith.  Over time, the world has come to know the phrase “having the patience of Job.”  While Job 
showed extreme patience under terrible circumstances, the heart of this story is Job’s faith.  Job 
recognized the Lord giveth and taketh away but no matter his circumstances, Job still clings to 
his faith in God. 
 

Hopefully, most of us will never face tragedies like Job but certainly nobody is completely    
shielded from adversity.  2020 brought us a pandemic unseen by anyone in the last 100 years 
and our FBC congregation suffered loss as did our community.  However, our faith in God      
continues as we find new ways to worship and praise him.  Just as Job continued to find the 
“positive”, 2020 found our tithing remained faithful, Food for Families set a new giving record, 
and we were finally able to complete the much overdue and needed roof project.  2020 brought us 
new church members through baptism and just as Job did, our congregation found new ways to 
seek the face of God.  May we all continue to find new ways to worship our Father as we begin 
2021. 
 

 

Music Ministry, Brian Curtis 

You may not be involved in the formal music ministry at FBC Gatesville, but you still 
play a vital role, in at least four ways. 
 

Prepare. Good instrumentalists plan, practice, and rehearse for Sunday mornings. As a 
member of the congregation, you may not do vocal warm-ups on the way to church, but you can 
prepare your heart. Rather than waiting for the music on Sunday to move you to worship, spend 
time  Saturday night or before the meeting reflecting on the lavish mercy God has shown us in 
Christ 
 

Participate. It may be obvious, but the congregation will be heard more clearly if everyone sings. 
It would be odd if the members of a band held their instruments and never played a note. In a 
similar way, it makes no sense when we stand silently in the midst of a singing congregation. “I 
have told the glad news of deliverance in the great congregation; behold, I have not restrained my 
lips, as you know, O Lord.” (Psalm 40:9) Look around. Engage with others by occasionally making 
eye contact as you sing. Acknowledge that you’re doing this together and you’re glad about it! 
 

Receive. Often on a Sunday, I’ll stop singing for a moment and let the sound of others            
proclaiming God’s truth wash over my soul. When God instructs us about music in the church, 
we’re told to “address one another” and to “teach and admonish one another” (Ephesians 5:19)  
 

Encourage. Take time to commend your music leaders and musicians. Thank them for a        
particular song they chose. Tell them how God has used the songs they lead to help you think 
more clearly about God and strengthen your faith.  
 

I look forward to corporate worship with you and your family this Sunday! 
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