
Why A Samaritan? 

Jesus gave grace to Samaritans, a group of people the Jews 

despised and refused to be around. Do you harbor such ill 

will against any group of people? Put the group’s name in the 

place of “Samaritan” and the feelings you experience will 

approximate the gut reaction of those who first heard the story. 

Jesus was always gracious to this ill-regarded group. In this instance he made 

one of them the hero of his teaching on loving your neighbor. In Jesus’ famous 

parable (Luke 10:25-37), the Samaritan is not the recipient of help from a good 

Jew, as you or I would craft the story, but the hero who gives expensive love to a 

stranger, presumably a Jew, assaulted by criminals. 

Here are a few things I glean from a Samaritan as love’s hero: 

1) The group of people I despise is close to God’s heart (God so loved the 

world…). 

2) The group I despise may be closer to obeying God than I am (think, “tax 

collectors and harlots get into the kingdom of God before you”). 

3) The group I despise may be practicing heroic love of neighbor. 

4) The group I despise is capable of keeping God’s commands. 

5) Jesus wants me to rethink my animosity toward groups of people. (Judging a 

person by color, class, nationality, etc. is wrong-headed.) 

Jews considered Samaritans to be morally, ethnically, and spiritually inferior to 

themselves. They refused to associate with them lest they be polluted. If any 

such group exists in your mind and heart, the “Samaritan” part of the parable is 

your first hurdle on the way to love. 

Goodness, mercy, and truth are on the table in this command to love our 

neighbor. Jesus said of it, “Do this and you will live” (Luke 10:28). The highest 

quality of life, of living, is only achieved in loving our neighbor. Love of neighbor is 

to be our lifelong pursuit as followers of Jesus, and it should be our distinguishing 

characteristic as humans in this world. 
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RIGHTNOW MEDIA “FOCUS” EVENT INFORMATION 
RightNow Media FOCUS Conference 2020 will be livestreamed on 

Thursday, November 5, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. CST. 
 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 
The RightNow Media FOCUS Conference is for leaders who believe that the mission of the church matters.  If you 

have any kind of leadership role in your church, then this is the conference for you.  You may lead from a stage, the 
classroom, the home, or on the field.  You may be on staff or a volunteer.  If you want to inspire change in your 

church, then this is your conference. 
 

WILL THE CONFERENCE SESSIONS BE AVAILABLE ON RIGHTNOW MEDIA? 
If you miss the livestream, you can still view all main sessions on RightNow Media through your account a few months 

after the conference.  Worship will not be available on RightNow Media after the event. 
 

HOW DO I SIGN UP? 
https://www.rightnowconferences.org/registration 

THE CONFERENCE IS FREE FOR RIGHTNOW MEDIA SUBSCRIBERS! 
 

NOT A SUBSCRIBER? 
Talk to the church office to find out how to become one.  

 

 

1 Will Carroll 

 Frank Williams 

2 Alicia Meharg 

3 Walter Bell 

4 Jill Truss 

6 Eva Edwards 

7 Jimmie Wicker 

8 Lynita Salter 

10 Emily Bryan 

13 Emily Langley 

 Eunice Snoddy 

14 Travis Nolte 

17 Thomas Belt 

19 Amberle Gnatkowski 

22 Brooklin Tennison 

23 Karen Bayer 

26 Joe Floyd 

27 Heather Hitt 

28 Suzanne Bounds 

30 Samuel Belt 

 Cotton Davidson 

 

https://www.rightnowconferences.org/registration


On-Site & Online 
Sunday School each 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

On-Site Worship Services 
each Sunday at 10:45 a.m. 

In this time of “Social 
Distancing”... 

the following links are where 
you can find information about 

church happenings! 

Church Website:   

http://www.fbcgatesville.com 

Lots of information posted 
here and you can watch the 
sermons and Sunday School 
on the website without 
having Facebook. 

Church Facebook: 

https://ww.facebook.com/
FBC.Gatesville 

LIVE Streaming services and 
much more information 

Women's Ministry 
Facebook:  Women's 
Ministry - FBC Gatesville  
 
https://ww.facebook.com/
groups/674612233018944/ 
 
Children's Ministry 
Facebook:  First Baptist 
Church of Gatesville 
Children's Ministry 
 
https://ww.facebook.com/
FBCGK.Gatesville/ 
 
Church Instagram:   

firstbaptistchurchgatesvilletx 

Youth Instagram:  

firstbaptistgatesville_youth 

  

 
   Emergency Contacts: 
 
   Allen Place (Deacon Chair) 512-422-2774 
   Richard Sweaney (Council Chair) 214-213-0887 

Music Ministry, Brian Curtis 

I was reminded this week how dependent my worship life is on 
the condition of my thankful (or not) heart when I read this: 
“Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of 
praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His 

name” (Hebrews 13:15). 

There are several ingredients in having a true worshiper’s heart, and the 
Bible says an important one is thankfulness. Worship is the fruit of 
our thankfulness to God – it requires a thankful heart. In fact, we must ... 
“Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise. Give 
thanks to Him, bless His name. For the LORD is good; His lovingkindness is 
everlasting and His faithfulness to all generations” (Psalm 100:4-5). 

You have to go through the gate to get to the courts. I believe that we 
sometimes miss out on intimacy with God in His courts, simply because 
we’re not thankful enough to get through the gate. It’s important to God. We 
need to approach His throne remembering and being thankful for His   
goodness, His lovingkindness, and His faithfulness. 

We get the same encouragement from Psalm 95:2- 3: “Let us come before 
His presence with thanksgiving, let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. 
For the LORD is a great God ”  

I believe this is important because a thankful heart recognizes 
the relationship between the blessings of this earthly existence and 
the incredible goodness of God. A thankful heart is aware of God’s power at 
work when life’s limitations don’t rule the moment. A thankful heart  
acknowledges God is still who He says He is even when things don’t go the 
way we hoped for. And a thankful heart knows none of this is about me, 
but all about He.  

 
 

Deacon Chair, Allen Place 

News Flash:  Look for the Good News 

Bad news seems to sell better than good news and our human 
condition often seeks out negative information.  Even though 2020 
continues to be challenging, Christians should always seek good 

news.  At the beginning of the pandemic, some believed there would be a 
repeat of the 1929 stock market crash and there would never be even a 
hope of a vaccine.  Some believed we would lose essential services and our 
food  supply would end.  While our current challenge is unprecedented  
within the last 100 years, I believe our parents and grandparents would tell 
us this is no bigger a challenge than World War I or II, smallpox or polio.   

We are learning to live and act differently, schools are in session, our   
economy is puttering along and some would even mention football has   
returned. As Christians, who know the real “Good News”, it is imperative we 
look for the good news in our daily lives.  As the song says, “When upon 
life’s billows you are tempest-tossed, When you are discouraged, thinking 
all is lost, Count your many blessings; name them one by one, And it will 
surprise you what the Lord has done.”  Let’s continue to seek the Good 
News.  

Visit Our First Baptist Church Website  

The URL is http://www.fbcgatesville.com (not .org).  Check the website for upcoming events, pastor 
devotionals, online services, Weekly Bulletins and much more!  Also, sign up at the bottom left of 
the home page to get important text messages from the church. 

 

Sunday School, Donna Sweaney 

Greetings! 

Sunday School is "back up and going" on-site for all ages.  If you are not in a Sunday School 
class, there is something for everyone – we would love to have you join in!  Also, there is still an 
on-line Sunday School lesson every Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. on Facebook. 

New materials for the next quarter, which begins on December 6, will be disseminated in November.  If you 
are unable to come to Sunday School on-site and want to have the SS materials to study at home; contact 
the church office in November about how you can get the new books. 

Blessings to you and yours at Thanksgiving! 

 

 

Children’s Ministry, Leigh Carroll 

Fall in the Children’s area has been all about serving others & showing Jesus’ love.  We have 
talked about how Jesus taught us the Greatest Commandment to love God & others, Matthew 
22:34-46.  With this attitude in mind… the children are doing several service projects! 

We had our Trunk or Treat event at the end of October!  Our kiddos passed out candy to other         
children… and they realized there was enough candy left for them to take home! Our next service project 
takes place at the beginning of November with Operation Christmas Child.  We are going to have our       
students pack the boxes & then take them to the local drop off point. Our church body has done a             
tremendous job of bringing the supplies for the boxes.  It’s not too late to contribute to this effort before     
November 8, 2020.    

Also, since it’s November I wanted to give a huge ‘Shout Out’ to all of our children’s workers!! Without 
them… none of our efforts would be possible. 

Our kitchen crew on Wednesday nights is headed up by Cathy Norris, James Ragland, Janice Sheffield, Bub   
Atterbury, and Skip Swanson.  Our van ministry helpers are Chris Carroll, Brian Curtis, and Lisa & Keith 
Steward.  Our Wednesday nights are successful because of Teresa Johnson, Kari Belt, Holli Williams,   
Brandon Belt, Steve Norris, Kylen Kafer, and Gabe Garcia.  Sunday mornings are a faithful group of         
volunteer teachers, Mr. & Mrs. Berry, Teresa Johnson, Tracy Sullivan, Linda Lam, Charli Travers, and Lisa 
Steward.  Fingers crossed I haven’t missed anyone… if I have, I am grateful for your service!  And very 
thankful for the above mentioned servants of the Lord.  

 

Student Ministry, Branton Tennison 

KayLeigh and I went to a pumpkin patch outside of Midlothian, TX and took the picture that you 
see here by a corn maze. Looking back on that little trip, I am thankful for those memories and          
adventures that I create with my wife. This is the month where we examine our lives and talk 
about what we are thankful for. I am thankful for you, church family, and all of your love and 
support!  

I am thankful to God and excited to announce that we have three youth that are wanting to take the next 
step with Christ in baptism! Please keep our youth in prayer as they prepare! Another exciting event that I 
have been planning with the Texas Baptist Bounce Student Ministry is a mission trip for our youth group  
during Spring Break of 2021. This is a mission organization that is centered on student age trips to help with 
disaster relief around Texas. This specific trip is focused on the hurricane damage relief in the Golden      
Triangle Area. Please pray for students and that God will give us wisdom in planning for this! If you are    
interested in sponsoring a student, please reach out to myself or the church office for more information!  

Let this month be a time for us to “Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this 
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.  
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