
When We Reopen 

Dear church family, 

We are approaching the time when we will have the opportunity to reopen 
using guidelines from the governor. This is exciting! We have all missed 
seeing each other, talking together, and sharing the experience of 
corporate worship. 

We have greatly benefitted during these weeks from the technological expertise of our worship 
leader, Brian Curtis, and the whole worship team. We have connected to thousands of new people 
through online worship and Bible study. Some of these are members of our church who, for one 
reason or another, have not been attending in months past. Hundreds of these persons are new to 
First Baptist. 

We hope to continue this online ministry even as we resume gatherings at the church facility. 

When will we start to gather again? We are discussing that question daily. The governor and 
attorney general issued minimum health protocols for churches that physically gather. Some of 
these are: 

1. The at-risk population (65 and older with preexisting conditions) should continue to 
 participate remotely. 

2. Should those at-risk attend, designate an area for them. Preferably, provide a separate service 
 for them. 

3. Ensure proper spacing. Seat singles or family units six feet apart. Leave every other row 
 empty. 

4. Practice appropriate cleaning, disinfecting, hand hygiene, and respiratory etiquette. 

5. Screen employees and volunteers for symptoms before coming into the facility including 
 close contact with someone confirmed to have Covid-19. 

6.  Do not allow anyone who is symptomatic to return to work. 

7. Anyone who has been exposed to someone who is confirmed to have Covid-19 must self-
 quarantine for 14 days. 

8. Face coverings are recommended. 

As you can see, our reopening will not be a “return to normal.” We will not be shaking hands, 
passing the plate, or doing our usual greetings. We will be escorted in and out of the meeting by 
family units. We will be seeing and speaking through face coverings.  

Disinfecting the facility before and after each use may require adjustments to our schedule. 
Multiple worship services are a definite possibility. 

Pray for our staff and church leadership as we plan for reopening. We want to be wise and faithful. 
We also want to support the community efforts to fight transmission of the disease and promote 
the public health. We are aware that our witness for Christ is impacted by our words and deeds 
during this time of widespread illness and economic stress. 

Let’s love one another and be faithful in prayer and the ministry of the word. Share the online 
studies and worship, and invite others to join in. 

We will keep you posted as we determine a date for reopening and what that will look like for us. 

Pastor David 
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May 

Birthdays 
 

 

 

3 Connor Barrows 

 Ann Bates 

4 Lyndsey Curtis 

5 Jennifer Wilson 

6 Kari Belt 

 Allysen Hudson 

7 Marilyn Atterbury 

9 James Atterbury 

10 Rose Meharg 

15 Ethan Caldwell 

16 Scott Meharg 

17 Holli Williams 

 Mary Mitchell 

 Bob Salter 

20 Augusta Johnson 

22 Charles Belt 

24 Katie Allison 

25 Kannon Baker 

26 Canyon Kafer 

27 Brian Curtis 

28 Jonathan Higdon 

30 Lera Lam  

 Hazel Jackson 

31 Sybil Garcia 

 

 

 

 

 



In this time of “Social 
Distancing”... 

the following links are 
where you can find 

information about church 
happenings! 

Church Website:   

http://www.fbcgatesville.com 

Lots of information posted 
here and you can watch 
the sermons and Sunday 
School on the website 
without having Facebook. 

Church Facebook: 

https://ww.facebook.com/
FBC.Gatesville 

LIVE Streaming services 
and much more 
information 

Women's Ministry 
Facebook:  Women's 
Ministry - FBC Gatesville  
 
https://ww.facebook.com/
groups/674612233018944/ 
 
Children's Ministry 
Facebook:  First Baptist 
Church of Gatesville 
Children's Ministry 
 
https://ww.facebook.com/
FBCGK.Gatesville/ 
 
Church Instagram:   

firstbaptistchurchgatesvilletx 

Youth Instagram:  

firstbaptistgatesville_youth 

  
 

   Emergency Contacts: 
 
   Allen Place (Deacon Chair) 512-422-2774 
   Richard Sweaney (Council Chair) 214-213-0887 

Sunday School by Donna Sweaney 
I miss seeing you in Sunday School!  Things have sure been different 
due to COVID-19.  And since you are not able to come to church for 
Sunday School, we are bringing it to you online via Facebook!   We 
have been having Sunday School online every Sunday morning at 

9:30am since churches were unable to have on-site services. 

Thank you to Richard Sweaney and Kevin Cameron for teaching the past seven 
weeks; they did a great job.  It is not easy teaching to a computer tablet/monitor!  
In May, in addition to Richard, we will have several others teach our online      
Sunday School.  I won’t spoil the surprise so you will need to tune in! 

If you have not tuned-in, there are two ways to get connected to our services: 
https://www.facebook.com/FBC.Gatesville/ or our church website at https://
www.fbcgatesville.com/ (there is a link on the homepage to go the Facebook and 
you do not have to have a Facebook account to watch our services).  Call the 
church office if you need help accessing our services. 
 
New materials for the summer Sunday School session which begins on June 7 will 
be distributed later in May.  Please be watching for more information through the 
church email and/or your Sunday School teacher.  We will make sure that you get 
your new materials. 

We had a Sunday School teachers and workers meeting via ZOOM (computer) on 
April 24 – fifteen, plus Pastor David were able to make it to the meeting on their 
computers or telephones Friday evening for us to meet. We had a great discussion 
about Sunday School now and as we move forward. 

I can’t help but think how truly blessed we are to have technology during this time 
of social distancing.  Many of you have told me that you are grateful to get to be a 
part of a Sunday School class with others online. In addition, without the          
technology, we could not have had our Sunday School teachers’ meeting. 

Thank you, Father God for gifting people with the knowledge, skills and expertise 
to provide our church with technology during this time of need. Amen 

From Allen Place, Deacon Chair 

As Texas and America faces a third month of pandemic precautions, I 
have noticed the news media have somewhat turned from stories       
detailing how inconvenient staying home has been to stories of          
individual triumph and perseverance.  While Christianity and other   

religions share stories of persecution, tough times and discrimination, only     
Christians can truly look to a better day based on their belief in Jesus.  The Bible 
promises us eternal salvation and we should not let earthly struggles deter us from 
keeping our eye on the promises of God. As the song says, “blessed assurance,  
Jesus is mine”.  During the next few weeks, we should all remember how blessed 
we are as a people and we should take this opportunity to show others how     
grateful we truly are as a people.  Please remember your neighbors and fellow 
church members by calling and checking on them.  I have asked the deacons to 
make phone calls to our members and hopefully our church will continue to meet 
the spiritual needs of our community. Please remember your local Care Center as 
this pandemic has stressed the food needs of Gatesville.  Please let our Staff or  
myself know if we can help you or your family.  

Visit Our First Baptist Church Website  

The URL is http://www.fbcgatesville.com (not .org).  Check the website for upcoming events, pastor 
devotionals, online services, Weekly Bulletins and much more!  Also, sign up at the bottom left of 
the home page to get important text messages from the church. 

 

Children by Leigh Carroll  (children@fbcgatesville.org) 
May...typically this month brings the end of school, wrap of Wednesday nights, and getting ready for all 
summer events!  But we are in different times...with COVID19; we have no idea what the summer holds 
for VBS, Summer Camp, and church on Sundays.  
 
Author Ken Braddy, Jr stated this and I liked it; “But we do know this in I Corinthians 14:40-43 could 

pertain to our present situation: "Let everything be done decently and in order...since God is not a God of disor-
der..." While the verses refer to orderliness in the worship service, the principle of orderliness could apply to the 
church's return to its facilities and normal activities.”  
 
It has been fun posting on our First Baptist Church Gatesville Children’s Ministry Facebook page.  If you haven’t 
had an opportunity to check it out please like & share the page!  Teresa Johnson and myself had a fabulous time 
hiding Easter Eggs & giving goody bags to our church’s children!  Stay tuned for the Mother's Day event ...we plan 
on taking the van out again! 
 
We will keep y’all posted on upcoming changes as they happen...miss seeing all of you! 

 

 Worship During Quarantine by Brian Curtis  (music@fbcgatesville.org) 
As life has changed swiftly and drastically for all of us, many opportunities have ended, while at the 
same time many opportunities now present themselves.  As a worship leader, I want to invite each of 
you to consider this time and imagine what God could want to do in and through you in this unique 
time.  With our days being spent at home and our responsibilities jostled it can be easy to turn toward     

consumer-oriented behaviors through Instagram, YouTube, and all of our favorite outlets.  But I believe that there 
is a special opportunity in these days to slow our consumption and turn our hearts and hands toward rest and        
creative expressions that can only occur when given the time and space.  
 
And so, we should turn our focus toward these things:  worshiping God, being in His Word daily, and focusing on 
what He has for our lives.  Through each of these elements there are personal and communal expressions. I    
invite you to consider how each of these things can fit in your current life and to ask God to do something new in 
and through you during this unique season. 
Psalm 59:16-17 

But I will sing of your strength; I will sing aloud of your steadfast love in the morning. For you have been to me a 
fortress and a refuge in the day of my distress. O my Strength, I will sing praises to you, for you, O God, are my 
fortress, the God who shows me steadfast love. 

 

Youth by Branton Tennison  (youth@fbcgatesville.org) 
Over the last month I’m sure we have all experienced various changes in life. I want to send you some 
encouragement! Hang in there! Our staff is always praying for the members of the church body. We 
have been reaching out and making calls and helping with other needs as they appear. For me, it has 
been encouraging to see how we are growing through this. And this is also an opportunity for you to 
grow as well.  

Many plans have also been changing over the last couple weeks. Church camp at Camp Eagle this year has been 
canceled. I am still awaiting information concerning Disciple Now 2020. I will be sending information out as I  
receive it. Although many plans are changing, it’s all in God’s timing. I am confident that God is doing something 
in our community and our youth here at the church. I’ve been enjoying the time spent with the youth in our zoom 
meetings on Wednesday and Sunday evenings. We have been fellowshipping on Wednesdays and studying the 
book of Acts on Sunday. If you’re a youth and would like to join our zoom meetings, you can follow the remind 
group message where I send out information on how to join. You can also contact me individually and I can give 
you any kind of information you need. I look forward to being able to meet together again soon!  

http://www.fbcgatesville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/FBC.Gatesville
https://www.facebook.com/FBC.Gatesville
https://www.facebook.com/groups/674612233018944/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/674612233018944/
https://www.facebook.com/FBCGK.Gatesville/
https://www.facebook.com/FBCGK.Gatesville/
https://www.facebook.com/FBC.Gatesville/
https://www.fbcgatesville.com/
https://www.fbcgatesville.com/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+59%3A16-17&version=ESV

