The Proclaimer
First Baptist Church of Gatesville, Texas
Take Care of My Money
An eight-year-old worshiper printed these words on an offering
envelope in which she had placed four quarters: TA KE CA RE OF MY
MONEY. Her message included a heart drawn on the left side of the
envelope.
I suspect the widow whom Jesus observed giving two pennies at the Temple treasury
might have expressed the same sentiment. Her gift was everything she had (Mark 12:4144). Surely she hoped that the religious authorities would be careful with it.
I read recently the testimony of a woman who tithed regularly and was stunned to learn
that her pastor was using her gifts to organize big game hunts, buy expensive clothing,
and receive personal compensation exceeding $1 million annually. While these activities
may not be wrong in themselves, they were part of a church financial and leadership
culture cloaked in secrecy and lacking accountability.
First Baptist Church of Gatesville elects a finance committee annually. These six church
members meet monthly to go over the expenses and income of our church. Members
receive financial statements at quarterly church business conferences. The entire annual
budget is examined and approved by members. Salaries and benefits of employees are
overseen by our personnel committee.
Many members give online or send their tithes by regular mail. The deacons “pass the
plate” each Lord’s Day. The entire process of giving is overseen by elected members of
the church who make sure that we take care of your money.
The tithe “belongs to the Lord” (Leviticus 27:30). This saying from the Old Covenant
was alluded to by Jesus: “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you
Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb
gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith.
You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things” (Matthew 23:23,
NLB).
Jesus is the master at showing us our hearts, helping us acknowledge our motives and
intentions. Tithing cannot purchase God’s favor, but it can help us develop a heart full of
mercy and truth. It is one way we acknowledge that He owns it all and that we depend on
His mercy every day. Properly understood and practiced, tithing is surrounded by mercy
and truth.
Giving to the Lord each Sunday is an act of worship. It should be accompanied by the
offerings of justice, mercy, and truth in all aspects of our lives. Justice includes doing
what is right and fair in all our dealings. Mercy is extending grace to those indebted to us
as God as done to us. Truth is striving for factual accuracy and the honest accounting of
conduct and conversations in all interactions with others.
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Birthdays
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Ken Bullington
Sarah Hukel
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Teresa Johnson
Dorothy McDonald
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Dennis Rabbe
Jim Townsend
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Chase Williams
Roy Hudson
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Ronnie Smith
Wyatt Baker
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Lanelle Boone

11

T’Ana Nolte

12

Branton Tennison

13

Ashlyn White

14

Gary Kafer
Jacob Snoddy

15

Mary Kafer
Brandon Hitt

16

Don Thompson
Kyle Cooper

17

Skip Swanson

18

Chance Alvarez

19

Leigh Carroll

20

Lydia O’Quinn

25

Melinda Roland

26

Chris Carroll
Vance Oney

28

David Crosby

29

Ed Hellon
Mason Johnson

30

Clayton Berry

www.fbcgatesville.com
Gatesville, TX 76528
254-865-2014
office@fbcgatesville.org
First Baptist Church of Gatesville
912 E. Main St.

P ERMIT N O . 84
G ATESVILLE , TEXAS
PAID
U.S. P OSTAGE
N ON -P ROFIT O RG .

Music by Brian Curtis

Children by Leigh Carroll

Why Does Corporate Worship Matter?
As a worship leader I’m aware of the need to lead people on a personal journey. I know that everyone comes from different
places in life and that every individual’s response to and communion with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is an intimate
and personal thing. But I’m also aware that there’s incredible power when believers gather together with one song, one
voice, in unity to worship.
For years I’ve known this passage in Isaiah to be an incredible picture of heavenly worship, the seraphim endlessly giving praise to God.
Isaiah 6:1-3
…I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphim, each with six
wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were calling to
one another: ‘Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.’”
But read it again and see who the seraphim were calling to. Each other! They were telling each other about the holiness and glory of God
Almighty.
Time spent in worship individually and corporately are both incredibly powerful things and we can’t do without either. But they’re not the
same.
Practically, I’d encourage you as a believer with a couple of keys when it comes to corporate worship gatherings.
1. Don’t quit showing up! We are members of one body and the whole isn’t the whole without its individual parts. Your contribution
matters. Your faith matters. Your presence matters.
2. And sing like you mean it! Whether the worship team is singing your favorite song or not, your decision to sing audible truth of who God
is encourages and teaches others. You may not be the best singer, but unfortunately Paul doesn’t make any distinction about that… and
what he wrote is in the Bible.
3. Seek to serve. Acts 20:35 says, “It’s more blessed to give than to receive.” (Confession: I always thought that this verse meant that I was
supposed to be more excited about the Christmas presents I was giving than the Christmas presents I was receiving). Suffice it to say,
you’ll find more joy in being more aware of the needs of others than you are of the needs of yourself. I pray that we all have moments
regularly in corporate worship gatherings that leave us completely transformed as individuals, moments that we never forget. But I pray that
our commitment to gathering and our faith to worship in every season isn’t limited to our own needs and expectations but that it’s grounded
in a passionate desire to see Christ exalted and His bride, the Church, be everything that it’s called to be.

FBCG JOY Ministry News by Janie Jones
In February we had 25+ at lunch with Pastor David and Janet and every one had a great time.
Our March Events are:
March 8th - Lunch with Pastor David and Janet at Prima Pasta
March 24th at 7:30 p.m. - The StepCrew at UMHB ($10.00 tickets and $8.50 for supper in the Dining Hall)
Contact Janie Jones for additional information on the upcoming events.

Behind the Scenes by Richard Sweaney, Council Chair
In search of more humble FBCG members that work tirelessly behind the scenes, Minnie Wright immediately came to mind.
Minnie has devoted herself to family, friends and our church community at First Baptist. She is active in Sunday School, Prayer
Team, helps at the Boozar and is on the church Benevolence Committee. Minnie is willing to help out when needed such as
handing out bulletins, helping greet at the west foyer entrance, baking cookies for North Fort Hood and other events, and also attending the
Women’s Ministry studies and activities. She is always positive and willing to be of help. Minnie has a terrific personality and is fun to
work with. I am proud to work beside Minnie and to call her “friend”. Thanks for all you do Minnie!

Wednesday Night
Activities
5:30 p.m. - Children & Youth
Activities & Adult Meal
6:15 p.m. - Weekly Adult Bible
Study
6:00/7:00 p.m. - Worship Music
(See Calendar)

Sunday School
Adults
Mar. 1 - Compelled
Romans 1:1-7,13-17
Mar. 8 - Guilty
Romans 1:18-28,32
Mar. 15 - Insufficient
Romans 2:17-29
Mar. 22 - Justified
Romans 3:21-4:3
Mar. 29 - At Peace
Romans 5:1-11

Children’s
Mar. 1 - Jeremiah Was Called
Jeremiah 1
Mar. 8 - Jeremiah Spoke To
The People
Jeremiah 26:1-19
Mar. 15 - A Message For The
King
Jeremiah 36
Mar. 22 - A Messiah Was
Promised
Jeremiah 23; 30; 31; 33
Mar. 29 - A Song Of Sorrow
Lamentations 1-5

Visit Our First Baptist Church Website
The URL is http://www.fbcgatesville.com (not .org). Check the website for upcoming events,
Weekly Bulletins and much more!

WOW! Thank you church for the amazing donations for our Children’s Breakfast
fundraising event!!! Super excited to be able to help some of our children go to Mt.
Lebanon Camp this summer.
One of the exciting trips our children take is to our nursing homes in Gatesville. We
typically go four times a year...and it is a time for our children to serve the
community. The kids typically take a craft to the residents, and then hug everyone they see!!! It’s fun
to watch our children show God’s love.
This year we are going to have VBS June 7-11...BUT it is going to be a little different! We are going
to call it ‘Summer Jam’...and it will almost be like camp. I am super excited about this event BUT we
need help. Please prayerfully consider volunteering...it will take everyone to pull this event off. I will
be reaching out to people during the month of March to consider volunteering for this event...so
please be open to the idea of being part of this ministry.
Last….we have three children who are in the discipleship class. Please pray for them as they are
learning more about Jesus and asking Him to live in their hearts. The class leads up to Easter
Sunday...and hopefully they will be a part of our Baptism on Easter Sunday.
As always, thank you for praying for our children’s ministry and our children.

Youth by Branton Tennison
We are entering the Easter season, the special time of the year that we can celebrate the
beauty of what Jesus did for us on the cross! I am very excited for the different things
that we have going on this season! First, Disciple Now is happening on March 20-22.
This is a weekend for youth grades 6-12 and centered around worship and community
for our local church youth groups. There is not a set cost yet but be on the lookout on
our church Facebook page for more details.
It’s the time of the year to start preparing for church camp! We will be returning to Camp Eagle for
the second time together. The dates for Camp Eagle are June 15-20. The cost per-student is $450.
Don’t worry, we will be having a youth fundraiser in April to raise money and try to get the price
lowered for students. If you would like to go, we will definitely figure out a way for you to attend,
just please let me know if you are interested as soon as possible.
We are keeping busy with our weekly church activities. I am starting a 5-week Wednesday study on
the life and ministry of Jesus leading up to His death and resurrection. We have started the book of
Acts on Sunday mornings. We are studying the journey of the early church. If you know a youth who
is not plugged into church on Sunday, I would love to have them join us at 9:45 Sunday morning! We
try to have some breakfast donuts and orange juice provided! We also started the book of Revelations
for our small group study that meets at Ronnie Viss’ house, 5:30-7:00 p.m. monthly on the 1st and
3rd Sundays. This is a great time of fellowship and getting to know each other while we study God’s
Word.

Women’s Ministry by Rose Cameron
Six members of the FBC Women’s Ministry attended the Cherokee Home for Children
Ladies Day on Saturday, February 22. Diana Atterbury, Rose Cameron, Janie Jones,
Dorothy McDonald, Virginia Townsend and Barbara Williams, all spent the day singing,
praying, and learning about how to have “Trust Without Borders.” (On the lighter
side….the day began at 10:00 a.m. and very shortly after, there was a malfunction with
the well at the Children’s Home complex. Not a big deal, except, there were over 100 ladies present
at the conference….you do the math!)
Our Brown Bag Bible Study continues with 22 ladies learning how to become, “Women of the
Word”. We’ll meet three Mondays in March; the 2nd, 23rd and 30th, then all four Mondays in April.
Each week, we are learning a different method of Bible Study to complement the method being
outlined by Jen Wilkin. Ladies, it’s not too late to join. Grab yourself a book online, or at most
Mardel’s locations. We can catch you up!
FBCG ladies…..be on the lookout for future events! We love getting together to study Scripture, pray
for one another, and eat! If you have ideas for future events, let me know! Also, don’t forget to keep
up-to-date by following us on Facebook!

Emergency Contacts:
A missional, Bible-teaching fellowship which
sincerely worships Jesus Christ.

Allen Place (Deacon Chair) 512-422-2774
Richard Sweaney (Council Chair) 214-213-0887

