
Costly Caring 
 

 My oldest daughter, Rachel, found a puppy at the 
grocery store when she was a Baylor student. At first 
we called the puppy The HEB Dog (found on HEB 
parking lot).  That dog left her mark upon our home.   I mean this in a 
very literal sense. 

 For instance, this dog apparently developed an aversion to the 
decorative outdoor carpet which was glued to the brick ledge at the 
threshold of our back doors.  The dog systematically removed most of 
that carpet through many noisy hours of growling and pulling. 

 Ginger, who was sort of the color of ginger, destroyed the screen 
on the sliding glass door.  She dug holes sporadically around the 
perimeter of the yard, broke off the asparagus plants, and chewed up 
the jugs we used to water the flowers. 

 We attempted two containment projects for our canine 
redecorator.  The first was tying her to a post.  She chewed through 
the dog leash.  The second was the construction of a nice, large pen 
on one side of the house.  She whined for 24 hours, I think, because 
she could not see the television from the pen. 

 You never know what an act of kindness will cost you.  The Good 
Samaritan qualified for the adjective “good” in part because he told 
the innkeeper, “When I return, I will reimburse you for any extra 
expense you may have.” 

 God intends for us to care for his creation, including homeless 
puppies, but especially hurting people who are of far greater value 
than many puppies. During these strange days of the coronavirus, we 
ought to renew our determination to love our neighbors. That may 
simply mean that we take a few moments to make some phone calls 
and check on people who we know are suffering hardship. 

 The commitment to kindness is likely to be more costly than we at 
first suppose.  Despite this, however, we are called to a life of self-
denial on behalf of others.  We follow our Lord who laid down his very 
life so that we might be saved. 
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Birthdays 
 

 

4 Oma Lee Coward 

5 Jax Mullings 

7 JoAnn Cotton 

8 Emma Phillips 

11 Eason Johnson 

15 Dale Smith 

 Brett Fincher 

19 Scott Coleman 

 Joseph Nolte 

20 Frankie Stephens 

 Amanda Kafer 

21 Christina Coleman 

22 Bobby Hodge 

23 Emily Sommerfeld 

24 William Ashcraft 

27 Cathy Norris 

28 Billie Powell 

29 Callen Streetman 

 Eloise Bates-Soliz 

 

 

 

 

 



In this time of “Social 
Distancing”... 

the following links are 
where you can find 

information about church 
happenings! 

Church Website:   

http://www.fbcgatesville.com 

Lots of information posted 
here and you can watch 
the sermons and Sunday 
School on the website 
without having Facebook. 

Church Facebook: 

https://ww.facebook.com/
FBC.Gatesville 

LIVE Streaming services 
and much more 
information 

Women's Ministry 
Facebook:  Women's 
Ministry - FBC Gatesville  
 
https://ww.facebook.com/
groups/674612233018944/ 
 
Children's Ministry 
Facebook:  First Baptist 
Church of Gatesville 
Children's Ministry 
 
https://ww.facebook.com/
FBCGK.Gatesville/ 
 
Church Instagram:   

firstbaptistchurchgatesvilletx 

Youth Instagram:  

firstbaptistgatesville_youth 

 
 

  
    Emergency Contacts: 

 
   Allen Place (Deacon Chair) 512-422-2774 
   Richard Sweaney (Council Chair) 214-213-0887 

Sunday School by Donna Sweaney 

I can't believe that it is almost summer!  Even though 
we have not been able to have Sunday School together 
at church due to social distancing; we have been    
having our lessons on-line since mid-March. I hope you 

have tuned-in to watch our Sunday School on First Baptist      
Facebook or the church website. It has been such a blessing to 
continue on every Sunday at 9:30am with great teaching.  Thank 
you to Richard Sweaney, Kevin Cameron, Susan Saunders and 
Kylen Kafer for presenting the lessons. 

No decision has been made to-date about when we will begin to 
have on-site Sunday School.  Information will come via the 
weekly email, church website and Facebook. 

The summer series begins in June.  You may pick up your new 
book from the church office.  Please call the church office      
(254-865-2014) first and we w ill have your book ready for 
you.  Looks like some great studies for the summer so don't miss 
out! 

Please contact me if you have any ideas or suggestions for our 
on-line Sunday School or anything else related to Sunday 
School.  (donna.sweaney@yahoo.com or 214-796-2399) 

 Blessings... 

 

From Allen Place, Deacon Chair 

My family hopes you and yours had a fulfilling Memorial 

Day weekend.  Although this holiday is often associated 

with the school year ending and summer beginning, the 

first Memorial Day took place on May 30th, 1868 at    

Arlington National Cemetery. Originally, Memorial Day was called 

Decoration Day to honor fallen soldiers of the Civil War. The 

name was changed in 1967 to Memorial Day to honor those who 

died in any war while serving the United States. All Americans 

should acknowledge and respect the sacrifice of military men and   

women on this day and every day. In a similar manner,      

Christians acknowledge and respect the sacrifice of our Savior.  

Romans 5:8 says “While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

This sacrifice allows us to be joyful in our faith and daily lives but 

it is also important to solemnly remember the  sacrifice our    

Savior made for our sins.  As we begin the summer of 2020, let 

us all remember we are blessed people.  God is good, all the 

time. All the time, God is good. 

Visit Our First Baptist Church Website  

The URL is http://www.fbcgatesville.com (not .org).  Check the website for upcoming events, pastor 
devotionals, online services, Weekly Bulletins and much more!  Also, sign up at the bottom left of 
the home page to get important text messages from the church. 

 

 Why Does Corporate Worship Matter? by Brian Curtis   

The New Testament frequently mentions the importance of the church and   
commands believers to regularly gather in worship with other believers.  But 
why is corporate worship important?  Corporate worship is a vital part of our 

spiritual growth.  When we regularly gather with other believers, we can encourage     
others, be encouraged and grow together in our common faith in Jesus Christ. 

Don’t quit showing up! We are members of one body and the whole isn’t the whole     
without its individual parts. Your contribution matters. Your faith matters. Your presence 
matters. 

And sing like you mean it! Whether the worship team is singing your favorite song or not, 
your decision to sing audible truth of who God is encourages and teaches others.  

Seek to serve. Acts 20:35 says, “It’s more blessed to give than to receive.” Suffice it to 
say, you’ll find more joy in being more aware of the needs of others than you are of the 
needs of yourself. I pray that we all have moments regularly in corporate worship      
gatherings that leave us completely transformed as individuals, moments that we never 
forget. But I pray that our commitment to gathering and our faith to worship in every  
season isn’t limited to our own needs and expectations but that it’s grounded in a        
passionate desire to see Christ exalted and His bride, the Church, be everything that it’s 
called to be. 

Youth by Branton Tennison  (youth@fbcgatesville.org) 

May has been quite a busy month for the church and her members. I do want to 
recognize our senior graduates: KayLee Jaynes, David Bryan, Jill Truss, Chase 
Williams, and T’ana Nolte. Please pray for these students as they move on to this 
next stage of life and pray that the Holy Spirit will guide them through the ad-
venture of college. I am looking forward to seeing what God will do in their lives! 

On another note, I am so excited that we are finally meeting again Sunday mornings! We 
will not be having Sunday School and Wednesday night services until further notice. I 
know a lot of students were looking forward to attending church camp this summer. I 
have been thinking of   other alternatives to church camp for our group to come together. 
Please stay tuned and I will update you when and if an opportunity arises!  

In Christ... 

Children by Leigh Carroll  

Hey y’all...hope everyone is doing well and making great use of the time          
together! Children’s camp has been cancelled for this summer.  I am disappoint-
ed but I am hopeful we will be able to go next year! 

As far as Children’s church and nursery...I am working with our staff, local hospital      
personnel, and civil authorities to ensure the safety of our children.  But Pastor David can 
preach through anything so bring them to the worship service.  I have individual crayons 
and worksheets at each entrance for the children to work on during the service. 

Stay safe, miss seeing y’all, and more information to come!!! 

Philippians 4:7 
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