
We Are All Grieving 
I walked in front of six pallbearers as they carried the casket from the cemetery-side door 
of the church down a grassy slope. I was 21 years old and had just preached my first 
funeral message in a little, white country church in East Texas.  

A man walked beside me, the pastor of the church, a few years my senior, assuring me that 
my message was appropriate and guiding me as we made our way through the headstones 
to the freshly dug grave. I was learning the protocols of our culture for burying loved ones 
who depart this life. 

We have experienced several deaths in our church family these 
last few weeks including the passing of Bill Hale, Pat Brazzil, Max 
Lam, and Oma Lee Coward. Others have died in this short period 
who are close family members of our church members.  

We are all grieving these losses. 

I watched Ronnie Viss as he gave instructions to the pallbearers 
at Max’s burial, and then took his place among them. He showed 
me pictures on his phone of Max standing tall above a building 
they framed as part of a mission trip. Ronnie was a pallbearer as 
well as the funeral director, and he was grieving the loss of his 
friend as he led us in the burial process. 

These ceremonies are profound and precious statements of our 
love for those who have passed from this life. They are “absent 
from the body,” as the Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:8. 
We know as we care for the bodies of those who have died that 
they are no longer here. They are absent from the body. The 
body is the “earthly tent” where they lived during their sojourn 
here. Now they are gone to their “eternal house in heaven” (2 
Corinthians 5:1). 

Our church family has responded with wonderful love and concern 
for our members who have suffered these losses. You have 
demonstrated your care in many ways. I am blessed as I observe 
you loving one another, caring for those who are hurting, and 
being true brothers and sisters in Christ. 

I told my friend, Dr. Levi Price, who served as interim pastor 
several years ago, “It will take five people to replace Max Lam.” 
He agreed. Max was a premier servant of God, always there to 
help in any way he could. 

The Apostle Paul reminds us of the continuing work we have to do 
together even as people we love experience the transformation 

from this life to the next. He ends his great message on resurrection by urging us (1 
Corinthians 15:58), “Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you 
know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” 

We think about our own lives as we bury those we love. Every burial reminds us of our own 
mortality. We consider how we use our time and resources, and how we relate to those we 
love. We want to leave behind a legacy of purposeful living for those who come behind us.  

This is how we leave a legacy of love: we give ourselves fully to the work of the Lord. The 
work of the Lord is really work. It requires energy, planning, commitment, and sacrifice. We 
do not become servants without self-denial. But we discover in our journey that the work of 
love, the work of God is full of purpose, never in vain, consistently a blessing for those we 
love. 

Pastor David E. Crosby 
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Healing, unity, hope, and revival can only come to America through His power! 

This 4th of July, let us declare our dependence on God and thank Him for giving us this 
great nation. It all comes from His mighty hand. 

Let us pray for America!  
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On-Site Worship 
Services each Sunday 

at 10:45 a.m. 

In this time of “Social 
Distancing”... 

the following links are 
where you can find 

information about church 
happenings! 

Church Website:   

http://www.fbcgatesville.com 

Lots of information posted 
here and you can watch 
the sermons and Sunday 
School on the website 
without having Facebook. 

Church Facebook: 

https://ww.facebook.com/
FBC.Gatesville 

LIVE Streaming services 
and much more 
information 

Women's Ministry 
Facebook:  Women's 
Ministry - FBC Gatesville  
 
https://ww.facebook.com/
groups/674612233018944/ 
 
Children's Ministry 
Facebook:  First Baptist 
Church of Gatesville 
Children's Ministry 
 
https://ww.facebook.com/
FBCGK.Gatesville/ 
 
Church Instagram:   

firstbaptistchurchgatesvilletx 

Youth Instagram:  

firstbaptistgatesville_youth 

  
    Emergency Contacts: 

 
   Allen Place (Deacon Chair) 512-422-2774 
   Richard Sweaney (Council Chair) 214-213-0887 

Sunday School by Donna Sweaney 

Greetings!  It is hard to believe that it is almost July, but this is certainly 
not a normal July by any stretch of the imagination. Even though we 
have been unable to have "in person" Sunday School, I am grateful that 
we have been able to carry on with Sunday School "Live" on Facebook.    

Several of our Sunday School classes are studying Proverbs and Song of Songs this 
summer. We are learning that God's wisdom comes only through a personal        
relationship with Him; and that by seeking God's wisdom and applying it in our lives 
allows us to learn how He wants us to handle the issues that confront us             
everyday.  What a perfect study for this time of uncertainty, anxiety and disruption 
in our lives. 

Just because we cannot meet in person at this time; let us not forsake joining      
together "online" for Sunday School.  Be sure to type in "I'm here" when you are 
watching on Facebook. Our teachers appreciate your comments and support. 

Please join us every Sunday morning at 9:30am for Sunday School on Facebook! 

Youth by Branton Tennison   
My prayer for you is that you are remaining encouraged during times like 
these in the church and our country. As the church, let’s be the light of 
Jesus to the world around us. July is an exciting month for our church! 
We are getting back into planning things with our youth group! Of 
course, we are going to be following the precautions necessary to    
maintain the safety of our group.  

I am planning two retreats in the month of July at the Tri-Rivers  Retreat 
Center. It may look familiar to you in the picture on the right. We 
want to be as safe as possible, so we will have a guy’s  retreat 
July 6-8 and a girl’s retreat July 13-15. First Baptist is doing a 
joint retreat with Trinity Baptist and a couple of other smaller 
churches. This will give our group the camp-like         experience 
that we were unable to have earlier in the summer. There will be 
good worship, good food, fun activities, and most importantly, 
time spent with Jesus. Pray for us as we prepare for what God 
will do!  

In Christ, Branton 

From Allen Place, Deacon Chair 

“Jesus loves the little children, All the children of the world.  Red, brown, 
yellow, Black and white, They are precious in His sight, Jesus loves the 
little children of the world.”  While we readily recognize this verse, the 
first line of the next verse is “Jesus died for all the children, All the    
children of the world and the first line of the third verse is “Jesus rose for 

all the children, All the children of the world.” Simply put, in a child’s song, we hear 
that Jesus loves, died for, and rose for ALL the children of the world.  On July 4th, 
1776, the United States Declaration of Independence was the  pronouncement by the 
Second Continental Congress meeting in Philadelphia.  These words appear within 
the document, “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. Just as the simple Bible 
song above captures the Christian faith, these 244 year old words capture the very 
essence of America. So, if our faith teaches us our God loves everyone and the  
foundational document of our country says all men are created equal, what is    
causing the unrest we see in 2020?   I had written all of this column except for the 
answer to this question prior to our Sunday church service on June 21st. Pastor  
Crosby gave me my answer (although I don’t think it was his intention to do so).  
The parable for Sunday’s sermon concerned the wedding guest who chose not to 
adorn himself with the “wedding clothes” freely offered to him but rather chose to 
wear his own clothes.  In denying the free gift offered to him, this guest chose to 
remain wrapped solely “in himself and his own righteousness,” missing a chance to 
be enveloped in the love and spirit of his host.  It is time to come to Jesus who loves, 
died for, and rose for ALL the children of the world.  It is past time for all of us to end 
our “own righteousness.”  My prayer is this starts with all of us today. 

Visit Our First Baptist Church Website  

The URL is http://www.fbcgatesville.com (not .org).  Check the website for upcoming events, pastor 
devotionals, online services, Weekly Bulletins and much more!  Also, sign up at the bottom left of 
the home page to get important text messages from the church. 

 

Women’s Ministry by Rose Cameron 
 
Daily Bible reading is an excellent habit that can benefit every Christian in many ways.  This is especially 
true for women.  We tend to fill our days completely, so that, we literally fall into bed each evening.  When 
we begin our day in God’s Word we are more prepared to face what each day has to offer.  Daily Bible   
reading might not reduce the number of tasks that we face each day, but it will definitely guide us in our 
approach to how we handle them. 

 
Elizabeth George, in her book, A Women’s Guide to Making Right Choices, gives us . . .  

God’s Guidelines for Making Right Choices . . .  About Getting Into the Bible 

These guidelines will help you proceed through your day, confident that you are seeking to make 
the right choices. 

The Bible keeps you from sin.  “Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against 
You” (Psalm 119:11). 

The Bible leads you in the right direction.  “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 
path” (Psalm 119:105). 

The Bible gives you answers.  “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). 

The Bible works on your heart.  “The word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any          
two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a 
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4: 12). 

The Bible is your greatest treasure.  “…more to be desired are they [God’s words and truths] than gold, 
yea, than much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and honeycomb” (Psalm 19:10). 

 
 
Hopefully, ladies, we can soon resume our normal schedules, and get back to studying God’s Word as a group.  Keep 
watching for details . . . and while you are waiting . . . get into the WORD!  I MISS YOU! 
 
Blessings! 

 

Children by Leigh Carroll  

“But Jesus called the children to him and said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 
for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.’”  Luke 18:16 

This is one of my favorite verses in the Bible.  It is so simple to follow this directive from Jesus.  Our       
Children’s Worship is OPEN!  Parents can drop off their nursery age child and their children up to the 4th 

grade at our Leon Street entrance...and then come back around and pick them up after the worship service is over.  We 
have individual snacks, drinks, and crayons.  We try our best to social distance our children while they are back with us! 

If you are not comfortable with bringing your child around other children...take them to worship with you.  We have 
individual zip lock bags with crayons, a worship guide and a coloring sheet which goes along with the sermon.   

We are considering plans for an event later in July so watch the church’s Facebook page and our children’s Facebook 
page for details!  We will also include the information in the church’s weekly email and on the FBCG website as it        
becomes available!   

Our children’s ministry lost a great volunteer, Max Lam.  He not only was a great servant to FBCG...he was faithful to 
our children.  He would drive or ride in our van on Wednesdays & Sundays.  Max would also wash dishes and serve food 
each Wednesday night; and when he was younger he taught our kids. Please pray and ask God if you have room in your 
life to be a volunteer in our children’s program.  We will miss Max! 

Love to all, Leigh 
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