
Story to Tell 

I became aware of my distance from God when I was a boy. Although 
my sins might be considered small by some, they were big to me. And I 
wanted them to be forgiven. 

So I prayed to God one evening with my parents present. I told God that I believed in 
Jesus as Savior, and I asked the Savior to forgive me of my sins and to make me his 
child. I have had a wonderful security in my relationship with Christ ever since that 
moment when, as a child, I believed the good news and received the Savior. 

I remember that event vividly. I have revisited it many times in my mind, and I have 
narrated it many times to others. As I tell my own story I am doing what scholars now 
call “narrative apologetics.” I am defending and explaining my faith in Christ by telling 
how it changed my life from the inside out. 

The gospel writers also told stories of surprising conversions. These stories are very 
powerful, and we reference them often in our teaching of God’s word. The stories of the 
transformation of Nicodemus, Blind Bartimaeus, Zacchaeus, and Saul of Tarsus are 
recorded in some detail in the Scriptures so that we can see for ourselves how real and 
personal the work of Christ may be in any human heart. 

The longest narrative of a surprising conversion is found in John 4. We call it the story 
of the Woman at the Well. It is told only once. The conversion of Saul of Tarsus is 
recorded in some detail four times in Scripture. The woman at the well is never 
mentioned outside of John 4. 

 I think that the surprising response to the preaching of the gospel by Philip in Samaria 
(Acts 8) is in part the result of Jesus’ encounter with the Woman at the Well. Samaritans 
receiving Christ as Savior and Messiah brought consternation to the Jewish Apostles. 
But eventually the Jewish followers of Jesus realized that Jesus was the Messiah for all 
people even Samaritans—and Gentiles like us! 

We will examine together the story of the surprising conversion of the Woman at Well 
beginning Sunday, January 12. We will participate in four simple exercises, focusing on 
Jesus as he directs the discussion and leads this woman to see him as Messiah. 

Following Jesus is what disciples do. We can follow Jesus more closely as we adopt his 
manner of relating to others, including strangers, and employ his methods for sharing the 
good news.  

You have a Story to Tell, just as the Woman at the Well had a story to tell. Your story is 
also powerful in defending and explaining the good news.  

This winter we gather around God’s word as written by John the Beloved. We read his 
account of the Samaritan woman’s spiritual transformation. We look and listen as the 
Spirit teaches us. And we discover the channel of blessing through which our own story 
flows. 
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Winter 2020 Sermon Series 

Dr. Crosby will begin a sermon series titled Story to Tell:  Woman at the Well 

from John 4 on January 12. 

 

 

 
 

1 Tatum Taylor 

5 Harley Atterbury 

6 Isolde White 

7 Kate Estes 

 Damian White 

 Elsa Denson 

 KayLeigh Tennison 

9 Marie Barrows 

 Charles Salter 

11 Hailey Wilson 

 Max Lam 

 Keith Allison 

12 Thomas Baker 

 Denise Mooney 

16 Cameron Baker 

18 Joseph Streetman 

 Kevin Cameron 

 Doretha McCallister 

19 Kennedy Estes 

 Barbara Herndon 

20 McKamie Place 

21 Bill Hale 

22 Shea Place 

24 Kaitlyn Gamble 

 Jennifer Penny 

26 Michael Barr 

 Summer Erwin 

31 Rodney Gibson 

 

Birthdays 



Wednesday Night 

Activities 

**Resume Jan. 15** 

5:30 p.m. - Children & Youth 

Activities  

& Adult Meal 

6:00 p.m. - Weekly Adult Bible 

Study 

7:00 p.m. - Worship Rehearsal 

 

Sunday School 

Adults 
Jan. 5 - God Commissions 

Numbers 27:12-23 

Jan. 12 - God Expects 

Numbers 32:20-32 

Jan. 19 - Valued 

Deuteronomy 5:17;19:4-13 

Jan. 26 - Honored 

Deuteronomy 4:1-9 

 

Children’s 
Jan. 5 - The Book of Philippians 

Philippians 1-4 

Jan. 12 - The Book of 

Colossians 

Colossians 1-4 

Jan. 19 - A Letter to Philemon 

Philemon 1 

Jan. 26 - Obadiah, Prophet to 

Edom 

Obadiah 1 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

A missional, Bible-teaching fellowship which 

sincerely worships Jesus Christ. 

  
 

  

 
   Emergency Contacts: 
 
   Richard Sweaney (Deacon Chair) 214-213-0887 
   Allen Place (Council Chair) 512-422-2774 

    

   Children by Leigh Carroll 

 

WOW!  What a great Happy Birthday Jesus party!  The children & youth heard the story of Jesus’ birth 
from Pastor David at the start of the party.  Then it went from calm to coordinated chaos...so much 
fun!  Thank you church body for supporting this awesome event for our children. 

On Wednesday, January 15 we start back up with our Wednesday night activities! This is an exciting time 
where our children enjoy church!  They will learn the “who, what, and why” about Jesus.  If at any time you 
feel called to volunteer with our children, please feel free to contact me.  We would love to have you be a 
part!  Children are a gift from God and they will be a blessing to your life.   

Please continue to pray for our children and the ones who have asked Jesus into their lives.  And also the 
ones who have not asked Jesus into their heart.  Pray the Lord will open up their heart.  

 

 

 

   Youth by Branton Tennison 

 

By now, you probably know that I’m the “dad joke guy.” I enjoy the laughs and joy that you can get from 
people with a simple joke. The Christmas season is all about celebrating the joy of Christ. My prayer is that 
this joy carries us into this new year! Here’s one for you – What is corn’s favorite holiday?... New Ear’s 
Day! I hope you liked that one. Don’t worry, you won’t have to read too many of my bad jokes. Anyway, I 
am praying that God will lead the way through this month as we start fresh. I am doing 5 weeks of hot top-
ics in the church. I think that there are many topics that are sensitive in our society that are difficult to dis-
cuss sometimes. I have asked the youth to give me topics of their interest to talk about on Wednesday 
nights. The church is the place where everyone should feel comfortable asking questions about what the 
Bible has to say about certain things. We are following our Gospel Project curriculum on Sunday mornings 
through January. As the new year approaches, plans are being made for the youth to branch out and do 
some new things. I will keep everyone updated on anything that is planned!  

   

   Music by Brian Curtis 

 

The great thing about walking with God in life is that there is always the op-
portunity to start anew - God always offers us a new day and a new dawn, no 
matter what has gone before. At the start of the New Year, why not take a mo-
ment to thank Him for last year, ask His forgiveness for where you have failed, 
and dedicate this new year to Him - to serve Him and love Him afresh. 

 New Year Prayer  

“Lord, You make all things new. You bring hope alive in our hearts and cause 
our Spirits to be born again.  Thank you for this new year and for all the poten-
tial it holds! 

 

Behind the Scenes 

by Richard Sweaney, Deacon Chair  

One of the most beloved and respected church members can be found on many 
days doing things for others and the church.  This person shows her care for 
others, and also for Christian brothers and sisters by her actions!  Have you 
guessed who I am talking about?  Yes, I am talking about Eva Edwards!  Eva 
is one of the most inspiring Christian ladies that I have met.  Besides visiting 
the sick, she can be found supporting our prayer ministry, baking cookies for 
North Fort Hood events, attending Sunday School and Wednesday evening 
Bible Study and participating in just about every event at our church.  Thank 
you, Eva, – God is surely using you!  

 

 

Sunday School   

by Donna Sweaney, Sunday School Director 

If you are not already in a Sunday School class or have not been for awhile, 
please consider coming. If you are already in a class - keep on a com-
ing!  There is a class for everyone; no matter if you are young or just young at 
heart! The classes use different materials; so you will be able to find a class 
that interests you.  Sunday School is the place to grow in "The Word" with 
others.   Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:30am and invite your friends and 
neighbors. 

Visit Our First Baptist Church Website  

The URL is http://www.fbcgatesville.com (not .org).  Check the website for upcoming  events, 
Weekly Bulletins and much more! 


