
TODAY’S QUESTION 

I heard a most interesting question this week in a most illuminating 
conversation. It is the very first question asked of those who struggle 
with alcohol and drug addiction. The question is not, “Have you 
remained sober?” but “Have you helped someone today?” 

The question intrigued me. In all my sad and frustrating dealings with addicts I had 
missed this simple but vital piece of the steps toward recovery: “Who have you helped 
today?” 

I pressed for further explanation. Doctor Bob, coauthor of the Big Book that is the 
foundation of AA, was hospitalized in efforts to treat his alcoholism. He later returned to 
that very hospital and, his physician wrote, “requested the privilege of being allowed to 
tell his story to other patients.”  

Doctor Bob and Bill, the founders of AA, went to hospitals to find people they could 
help. Why? Because they believed that their own recovery required that they help others.  

Helping others has always been part of spiritual transformation. Jesus said to His 
disciples, If anyone wants to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and be following Me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it. But whoever loses 
his life for My sake will find it (Matthew 16:24-25). 

We must escape the bondage of our own self-interest. Life at its highest level is not lived 
for self alone but for others. This is why the Great Command, which calls us to love God 
with all of our being, also calls us to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. 

Jesus felt the necessity to go through Samaria (John 4:4). The necessity was spiritual, we 
know, because it was not geographical. He felt this necessity for two reasons:  

  1) a woman there needed to know about the living water of salvation and  

  2) Jesus had an inner compulsion to reach out to those in need. 

Jesus said TO HIS DISCIPLES, “Deny yourself.” We are seeking to be disciples of 
Jesus. We must hear this command as our own. We are spiritually stunted and ill until we 
hear and obey. 

The help which Doctor Bob and Bill gave to others was spiritual in nature. The steps of 
AA required faith in a Higher Power. In AA that Higher Power is not defined except to 
say it is a power beyond yourself.  

We are followers of Jesus Christ. We know the Higher Power is the God who made and 
loves us and calls us to Himself. The help we give others is always anchored to this truth. 
Like the Samaritan woman, all people need the living water that only Christ can provide. 

You better hurry. The clock is ticking. “Who have you helped today?” 
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1 Nelda Gellasch 

 Tyler Brown 

4 Carolyn Floyd 

 LaRue Sullivan 

5 Lois Jacks 

6 Jackie Noles 

8 Kerry Magee 

10 Jonathan Penny 

11 Fred Martin 

15 Jackie Green 

 Elizabeth Daschofsky 

17 Jody Mullings 

18 Sue Baker 

19 Sharon Derrick 

22 Jim Barrows 

 Rena Gibson 

25 Clarence Baker 

 James Ragland 

26 Richard Sweaney 

28 Rose Cameron 

 

Birthdays 

 

 

Spirit, Lead Me Where My Trust is Without Borders 

Again this year, we will make a trip to the Cherokee Home for   Children, to at-

tend their Ladies Day!  The event takes place on Saturday,   February 22, 2020, 

from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  They will serve a light breakfast and lunch.  The 

event is free.  Please sign up in the Hospitality Room by Sunday, February 16. 

I hope you’ll join us!  

You will receive a BLESSING! 

Brown Bag Bible Study returns beginning on Monday, Feb-

ruary 3 @ 11:30 a.m.  We will meet for 1 hour, in the FBCG 

Parlor, during which time we will eat our lunch and study Jen 

Wilkin’s book, Women of the Word. 



 

Wednesday Night 

Activities 

5:30 p.m. - Children & Youth 

Activities & Adult Meal 

6:00 p.m. - Weekly Adult Bible 

Study 

6:00/7:00 p.m. - Worship Music 

(See Calendar) 

 

Sunday School 

Adults 
Feb. 2 - Loved 

Deuteronomy 6:1-13 

Feb. 9 - Revealed 

Deuteronomy 18:15-22 

Feb. 16 - Chosen 

Deuteronomy 30:1-10,19-20 

Feb. 23 - Promised 

Deuteronomy 32:48-52; 34:4-7 

 

Children’s 
Feb. 2 - Ezekiel, Prophet to the 

Exiles 

Ezekiel 37 

Feb. 9 - Daniel Obeyed God 

Daniel 1 

Feb. 16 - Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego 

Daniel 3 

Feb. 23 - Daniel and the Lions’      

Den 

Daniel 6 
 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

A missional, Bible-teaching fellowship which 

  
 

New Members - January 

Matthew Bates 

Ben & Brittany Crosby 

Brian & Lyndsey Curtis, Kaesyn and Bryson 

Emma Phillips 

Kyle Shaw 
Riley Smallridge 

    

 

 

 

   Emergency Contacts: 
 
   Allen Place (Deacon Chair) 512-422-2774 
   Richard Sweaney (Council Chair) 214-213-0887 

 

    

   Youth by Branton Tennison 

 

 

It’s crazy how fast the year is already going by! I am super excited for some of the things taking place this month! 

First off, our high school worship night is happening on Thursday, February 6 from 5:30pm – 7:30pm. This is an 

evening focused around allowing the Holy Spirit to work through an extended time of worship. I am very excited 

and hope that we have a solid turnout of students! Small groups are also starting back up on February 2nd and will 

continue on the first and third Sunday of every month. As a group, we are fellowshipping and choosing a book of 

the Bible to go through together!  

    Sunday School by Donna Sweaney, 

           Sunday School Director 
 

Join us Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. for a time of fellowship, prayer and study. We 

desire to work together to build a solid foundation on God's word, its meaning and 

how it applies to us and our lives. 

Our mission is to: 

Reach people for Christ.......Teach people God's Word.......Minister to people's needs  

We have a class for every age and utilize a variety of materials and studies.   We en-

courage you to visit and to  find the one that best suits you and where you are com-

fortable regardless of the age group.  

Babies-1's: Teresa Johnson 
2's-3's: Leigh Carroll   
Pre School (4's & 5's): Elizabeth & Clayton Berry 
1st & 2nd: Lera Lam & Linda Lam 
3rd, 4th & 5th: Susan Saunders, Lisa Steward & Charli Travers 
Middle & High School: Branton Tennison  
Young Adults: Kylen Kafer 
Agape: Scott Meharg  
Open Door: Chris Carroll  
Seekers: Richard Sweaney & Kevin Cameron 
Hope (Ladies): Janet Crosby 
Sunshine (Ladies): Jackie Noles 
Bykota (Ladies):  
Mitchell (Men's): Fred Martin & Skip Swanson 
Jackson (Men's): Keith Steward 
 
Please know that we are here to serve and want you to feel welcome. Contact me 

with any questions. God Bless! 

Behind the Scenes by Richard Sweaney,        
Church Council Chair 

There is a couple in our midst that appears out of nowhere anytime an event is over 

and cleanup starts.  They are faithful members of our congregation and support God’s 

work. I am speaking of Lisa and Keith Steward.  After lengthy meetings or events, 

when everyone is tired and wanting a nap, these two are always willing to stay and do 

the dirty work.  Many times it involves messy, sticky dishes, tables full of used plates 

and cups, or a heavy trash bag that needs to be taken to the dumpster.  Lisa and Keith 

never complain and no matter how tired they are, they stay until the building is ready 

to be locked up.  This dedication to some of God’s less desirable work (as we see it) is 

a great attribute not found in all Christians.  Many times we don’t like to be out of our 

“comfort zones” and run the opposite way when we see such a task.  Speaking for 

First Baptist Church of Gatesville, I would like to say “thank you Lisa and Keith for 

all you do”!!  We do see what you are doing and really appreciate it. 

Visit Our First Baptist Church Website  

The URL is http://www.fbcgatesville.com (not .org).  Check the website for upcoming  events, 
Weekly Bulletins and much more! 

 

   Children by Leigh Carroll 

 

February.  It’s the month of love...correct?  One of my favorite bible verses is         

Deuteronomy 6:5, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

strength.”  What a great verse to start each day with by loving our God.   

This month is one of the big months for the Children’s Ministry...it’s our Children’s Valentine’s Breakfast        

Fundraiser on February 9 from 8:15 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Breakfast includes sausage, eggs, bis-

cuits, muffins, fruit, juice, and coffee.  We want everyone to be able to attend so you pick what you want to donate!      

Donations are appreciated but not required. 

These monies go to help with the expenses of camp for our children and to scholarships for others.  We attend Mt.     

Lebanon Camp which is operated by the Dallas Baptist Association, http://mtlebanoncamp.com/.  We will go to 

camp in June and it will be a fabulous week for our children.  Last year, was our first time taking children to camp 

and we had four come to know Jesus as their Savior and Lord.   

We are always looking for volunteers to serve in our children’s ministry and our van ministry.  Please contact me if 

you are interested. And thank you for praying for our children. 

Children’s Valentine’s Breakfast Fundraiser 

Feb. 9 from 8:15 - 9:30 a.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

Donations are Welcome! 

http://mtlebanoncamp.com/

