
Three new lambs are running around in my pasture. Two of them are mostly white, and the 
third and youngest is mostly tan or brown. 

They will be about five months old—and the buck lamb will be ready to sell—around the 
time of the Jewish Passover (and Christian Easter). 

I baptized two people in the city pool. While floating around in the pool that afternoon I 
had the opportunity to talk to some young people who witnessed the baptism. They had lots 
of questions. One of them told me that she didn’t celebrate Christmas because there was no 
way the shepherds would be out in the field in Bethlehem’s winter. Jesus must have been 
born at some other time of year, maybe the fall, she said. 

I told her that the winters in Bethlehem are not really that different from our winters here in 
Central Texas. I have two brothers-in-law who raise sheep in Central Texas. They often 
have lambs in December. Sometimes those lambs are born when it is freezing, and usually 
they are fine. When lambs are born in the winter, they and their mothers are separated from 
the herd and kept under shelters. 

Lambs are raised to sell. The shepherds make better profits when demand is high. The 
highest demand for lambs in Jewish culture comes in the season of Passover. Bethlehem is 
just a few miles from Jerusalem, the destination of thousands of pilgrims every Passover. 
They arrive in Jerusalem needing lambs for Passover. The Bethlehem shepherds would 
surely want their lambs to be at a prime age for eating—born in November and December. 

The Bible does not tell us the date that Jesus was born. The birthdate of December 25 does 
fall near the winter solstice, and it is possible that Christians converted a pagan holiday into 
a Christian one. 

But the idea of Jesus being born in December is not outlandish or even improbable. Ask 
any shepherd in Central Texas. Our local cattle and sheep sale barns actually publish the 
dates of the Jewish and Muslim holidays to assist ranchers in getting the best price for their 
lambs. 

Don’t sweat the small stuff. The birth of Jesus is something to celebrate, and December 25 

works fine for lots of reasons. Merry Christmas!  Pastor David 

 

Christ-Centered ● Bible-Based ● Mission-Driven 

 

 

NON-PROFIT ORG.  

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

GATESVILLE, TEXAS 

PERMIT NO. 84  

First Baptist Church of Gatesville 

912 E. Main St. 

Gatesville, TX 76528 

254-865-2014 

office@fbcgatesville.org 

www.fbcgatesville.com 

The Proclaimer 
First Baptist Church of  Gatesville, Texas 

We are about to enjoy a story that has been told and retold for over two thousand years. The Nativity reveals something very  
special about God, that He was prepared to be with us and live among us.  

I’ve had such a wonderful time working with so many at FBC and in our community on the Adore Christmas program.  

Our children’s choir is such a blessing to work with and they are so excited to be a part of this Christmas program. We have 
around 30 kids that will be in costume along with a Nativity. Our Adult choir is working hard each week on Wednesday night to 
learn all the music.  

We would love for you to come and enjoy the narration, strings, choir, nativity and children. 

Come Adore Christ the Lord and celebrate the birth of Jesus at FBC Gatesville on December 13th at 6PM. 

Merry Christmas! 

Brian Curtis  
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On-Site & Online 
Sunday School each 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

On-Site Worship Services 
each Sunday at 10:45 a.m. 

In this time of “Social 
Distancing”... 

the following links are where 
you can find information about 

church happenings! 

Church Website: 

http://www.fbcgatesville.com 

Lots of information posted 
here and you can watch the 
sermons and Sunday School 
on the website without 
having Facebook. 

Church Facebook: 

https://ww.facebook.com/
FBC.Gatesville 

LIVE Streaming services and 
much more information 

Women's Ministry 
Facebook:  Women's 
Ministry - FBC Gatesville 

https://ww.facebook.com/
groups/674612233018944/ 

Children's Ministry 
Facebook:  First Baptist 
Church of Gatesville 
Children's Ministry 

https://ww.facebook.com/
FBCGK.Gatesville/ 

Church Instagram:  

firstbaptistchurchgatesvilletx 

Youth Instagram:  

firstbaptistgatesville_youth 

  

 
   Emergency Contacts: 
 
   Allen Place (Deacon Chair) 512-422-2774 
   Richard Sweaney (Council Chair) 214-213-0887 

“It’s the most wonderful time of the year!” Not because of the 
endless Hallmark movies, although that’s up there, but because of 
the birth of the Lord Jesus! I pray that this season would be one 
that helps us to remember, give thanks, and brings joy to us!  

We will be having our youth Christmas party December 17th @ 6pm! This is 
such a fun time for our group to fellowship and celebrate the Christmas  season 
together. During the party, we will have an White Elephant Christmas gift    
exchange, play games, and watch a Christmas movie! I pray that this season 
will be a blessing for you and your family! 

 

48 BOXES!! YES… that is the number of Operation Christmas 
Child boxes which were packed by our children. A huge thank you to 
all of our church members for taking part in this incredible endeavor. 
Taking the time to go and buy items and then bringing them to the 

church enabled our children to be part of an amazing service project. Watching 
our kids get excited about packing a box for a child they do not know… and 
then praying over these boxes was overwhelming. And it was all possible     
because of our First Baptist Church family. Thank you all so much for your 
huge hearts! 

December is here… we will have our Happy Birthday Jesus party on December 
9, 2020. It’s a great night to enjoy the story of Jesus Christ!! The kids will join 
our adult choir on December 13 in the Adore music program! Y’all need to 
come and check out our wise men/women, sheep, donkey, shepherds, and     
angels! 

On Sunday, December 20, 2020, we will have a child dedication and baptism. It 
will be a fabulous Sunday. If you want to be a part of either of these, please 
contact myself or the church office. 

As always, thank you for praying for our children and our volunteers who work 
with our children. Matthew 19:14 “Let the little children come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these” 

Visit Our First Baptist Church Website  

The URL is http://www.fbcgatesville.com (not .org).  Check the website for upcoming events, pastor 
devotionals, online services, Weekly Bulletins and much more!  Also, sign up at the bottom left of 
the home page to get important text messages from the church. 

 

As we approach Thanksgiving and Christmas, I thought about the number of Bible passages which tell 
us to have “Thanksgiving” in our hearts.  Here are some of my favorites: 

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:6-7 

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ       
Jesus.”  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.”  Psalm 
100:4  

“For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, because it is 
consecrated by the word of God and prayer.” 1 Timothy 4:4-5 

“This is the day the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.”  Psalm 118:24 

While Thanksgiving and Christmas 2020 may not be celebrated as fully as we would like, remember November 
26th, 2020 and December 25th, 2020 are two special days the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

O Come All Ye Faithful!♪♫♪♫ 

I love this song that we sing during the Christmas season.  Can you believe that it is December and the 
last month of 2020!  It has certainly been a unique and stressful year dealing with COVID and       
unfortunately, much more.  However, even in the midst of all of the difficulties, we can still trust in 

our God to be “faithful”.  In Sunday School, we have talked about God and his faithfulness even during times like 
we are experiencing.  

Most adult classes in Sunday School will begin on December 6 to study the book of “Luke”. This will be a     
wonderful study written by the “beloved physician.”  Open Doors just started a study on the book, “I Lay My 
Isaac Down.”  Generations is studying “The Christmas Experience” through December 20 and will then begin 
Psalm 119 via RightNow Media.  The children and youth are doing great studies as well.  As you can see there are 
lots of choices and a variety of classes, so come join us! 

There is still “live” Sunday School each Sunday morning at 9:30am on Facebook and in-person at church.  If you 
cannot come to SS and want a book, please call the church office at 254-865-2014. 

Let’s remember these words to the song even during these trying times:  O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and       
triumphant…Come and behold Him, Born the King of Angels!…O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!   

 

We haven’t been able to have any JOY jaunts in so long.  I miss you guys. COVID seems to be surging 
again and I’m afraid that will restrict us further. We can’t go but we can pray and text and call. Let’s 
support those who have had loss during this season. Please continue to attend virtual worship and Bible 
study if you can’t come physically.  

Please, let me know of any needs you may have, as time goes on. If there are events you are interested in please 
contact the church office.  
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