
In Transit 
 

We stayed up most of the night worried about our three teenage 
granddaughters from Florida. They were flying home after a        
four-week visit with us. 
  
We watched them as they walked out the gate toward the plane at the Austin 
airport. Everything was on schedule, the monitor said. We had given them hugs and 
said our goodbyes. My brother, Tim, and his wife, Darinda, were also on the flight. 
Their daughter, Julia, and her family also live near Jacksonville. 
  
Janet and I were in Lampasas on our trip home when we got a call from Tony, the 
girls’ father. The plane had not yet left the Austin airport, we were shocked to learn. 
It had taxied out toward the runway, turned around, and returned to the gate. The 
plane eventually made the journey, four hours late, arriving in Florida at 4 a.m. The 
girls and their parents made it home about 6 a.m. that morning. 
  
This was the fourth flight for the two oldest girls and the second for the youngest. 
They were all nervous about flying. I worried that we were not with them but 
thankful that Tim and Darinda were. We thought a flight would be less difficult for 
them than a 1,200-mile drive. Things turned out all right in the end, but the journey 
was a lot more stressful than we envisioned. 
  
Decisions in times of transition are difficult. When things are changing, the planning 
process has to be more tentative. We live day by day, even hour by hour, rather than 
supposing we have some measure of control about the future. 
  
Disciples of Jesus have always believed that the future was in the Savior’s hands. In 
the end, we see Jesus. That is our ultimate hope and faith. 
  
How do we live in the meantime, before the certain unfolding of God’s ultimate 
fulfillment of human history? That’s the hard part. 
  
Jesus told parables about the end of days. The Sunday messages for August 2, 9, 
and 16 will deal with Jesus’ instruction about the End of the World. 
  
We will begin a new study August 23, called IN TRANSIT. We will spend five weeks 
looking at biblical characters caught in times of change and transition and see how 
they behaved and what decisions they made. This will help us in our own process of 
confronting a fall season with COVID-19 with its medical, economic, and political 
disruptions. 
  
The message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is never more relevant than in times of 
transition. We have a great opportunity to invite people to worship with us online 
and in person through these next months. They are dealing with disappointments 
and problems similar to ours. They, too, will benefit from a focus on trusting God and 
holding true through changing times. 
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Sunday School by Donna Sweaney    
 

Greetings and Praise the Lord! 

Usually at this time, we are planning for the new Sunday School year and promotion Sunday in 
August; however, COVID-19 has resulted in lots of changes.  We are planning to start back with some     
on-site Sunday School classes and combinations of classes beginning August 23 at 9:30 a.m.  We will still 
have on-line Sunday School for those who are not yet ready to come back. 

These are the classes that will begin on the 23rd: 

 * Explore the Bible classes of Seekers, Hope/ Bykota and Mitchell/ Jackson (Richard   
 Sweaney,  Kevin Cameron, Janet Crosby & Keith Steward) will meet in the Fellowship Hall for the   time 
 being which will give lots of space to “social distance.” 

 * Sunshine (Jackie Noles) w ill meet in their regular classroom. 

 * Youth Adults (Kylen Kafer) w ill meet in their regular classroom. 

 * Generations (Scott Meharg) w ill meet in their regular classroom. 

 * Open Door (Chris Carroll) w ill meet in their regular classroom. 

  * Youth (Branton Tennison) w ill meet in their regular classroom. 

 * Children’s classes w ill meet in their regular classrooms. 

New Sunday School books for the Fall Session which begins September 1 are available in the office.  You 
are welcome to come by and pick up your book. 

1 Krys Gnatkowski 

2 Janie Jones 

 Kason Herbelin 

 Jeannie Williams 

 Frances Ragland 

4 Corbyn Gnatkowski 

5 Chris DeSpain 

7 Pat Craig 

8 Ryan Wilson 

 Joyce Edmond 

13 J. D. Sheffield 

15 Pete Richardson 

20 Diana Atterbury 

22 Christi Hellon 

23 Janice Gray-Sheffield 

 Wanda Baker 

24 Dondi Allison 

26 Kelton Baker 

27 David Fincher 

 Bob Bates 

 Josephine Pollard 

28 James Marques  

 

 



On-Site Worship 
Services each Sunday 

at 10:45 a.m. 

In this time of “Social 
Distancing”... 

the following links are 
where you can find 

information about church 
happenings! 

Church Website:   

http://www.fbcgatesville.com 

Lots of information posted 
here and you can watch 
the sermons and Sunday 
School on the website 
without having Facebook. 

Church Facebook: 

https://ww.facebook.com/
FBC.Gatesville 

LIVE Streaming services 
and much more 
information 

Women's Ministry 
Facebook:  Women's 
Ministry - FBC Gatesville  
 
https://ww.facebook.com/
groups/674612233018944/ 
 
Children's Ministry 
Facebook:  First Baptist 
Church of Gatesville 
Children's Ministry 
 
https://ww.facebook.com/
FBCGK.Gatesville/ 
 
Church Instagram:   

firstbaptistchurchgatesvilletx 

Youth Instagram:  

firstbaptistgatesville_youth 

  

 
   Emergency Contacts: 
 
   Allen Place (Deacon Chair) 512-422-2774 
   Richard Sweaney (Council Chair) 214-213-0887 

 From Richard Sweaney, Church Council Chair 

Important information from the church business meeting 
on Sunday, July 26:  Beginning Nominations for Pastor 
Search Committee: 
 

FBC Gatesville voted yesterday at the Business Meeting to proceed with 
the selection process for a Pastor Search Committee.  Pastor David has advised 
that he feels with the COVID-19 situation and the need to build the church, we 
need a full time pastor that can be on the church campus during the 
week.  Pastor David’s interim agreement ends in 2021.  He has advised he will 
help the Search Committee as they seek God’s will for our church. 

Due to the COVID-19 situation on attending church, we will leave the 
nomination process open from Sunday, July 26 to Sunday, August 9, 2020 at 
noon.  Church members may come by the church and pick up a nomination 
form or call the office and have the secretaries record your nominations and 
name.  Once these are all gathered on August 9th, the Personnel Committee will 
determine the top seven who received nominations and contact them to see if 
they wish to serve.  If any decline, then the next highest nominee will be    
contacted until we have seven. 

Your nominations should be prayed on and reflect what you feel God 
wants for our church. The Council requests that you give consideration to  
members who are “actively involved” in some aspect of our church. Make sure 
your nominees reflect diversity of age in our church as this is important for 
growth and inclusiveness in our church.  Lastly, as we did in our last search, 
only nominate one member per family to allow as many different families as 
possible to participate. (i.e. no husband and wife, brother and sister, 
etc.).   Also, you may nominate yourself for consideration. If you know of any 
church members who do not get email, Facebook nor Internet access, please 
call them with this information and ask them to contact the church office. 

Please bring your nomination form by the church during the week or on 
the next two Sundays.  The secretaries will collect them and hold them for the 
Personnel Committee.  Again, if you want to call the church office and have the 
secretary record your nominations that is fine.  The Church Council wants    
everyone to be able to participate.  

 

From Allen Place, Deacon Chair 

 The Bible recounts many instances where God’s people faced 
uncertainties in their lives.  Isaiah 43:1-3 says: But now the Lord 
who created you, O Israel, says, Don’t be afraid, for I have        
ransomed you; I have called you by name; you are mine.  When 
you go through deep waters and great trouble, I will be with you.  

When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown! When you walk 
through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up—the flames will not 
consume you.  
 Most of us have heard the expression, “Life is not fair.”  No one ever uses 
this expression when things are going well but it is a common refrain when 
things are not going as we would like. Life can be difficult and has been since 
Biblical times.  The real test of character and faith is how we respond to God 
individually as a Christian community.  God is good, all the time, and offers us 
the promise of everlasting life through his son.  As the passage in Isaiah above 
indicates, God has called us by name and we are his.  As we go through deep 
waters and great trouble, know that God will be with you. 
 The world is undergoing a pandemic unlike any other since 1918.  There is 
no question this is a time of great trouble but we are to trust in the Lord.  Our 
daily lives are different in 2020 than in prior years but God remains the same.  
Hebrews 13:8 says Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.  Let 
us all remember the promises of God.   

Visit Our First Baptist Church Website  

The URL is http://www.fbcgatesville.com (not .org).  Check the website for upcoming events, pastor 
devotionals, online services, Weekly Bulletins and much more!  Also, sign up at the bottom left of 
the home page to get important text messages from the church. 

 

Youth by Branton Tennison 

Hey, church! I can honestly say that I am ready for this semester to start! I know that there is a lot 
of uncertainty about what things will be like this fall, but I trust that God is going to do some great 
things this school year for our students! We are preparing to get back into the rhythm of Sunday 
mornings starting August 23 at 9:30 a.m. and Wednesday Evening Study, August 26 at 5:30 p.m. I 
am praying for the safety of families, students, and school administration and staff as they decide 
how to handle various obstacles on moving forward! Please be in prayer for the church to be present 
within our community this school year!  

Children by Leigh Carroll 

Summer is almost over; hopefully this fall we can get back to somewhat of a normal schedule! Before 
school gets going and we kick-off Fall activities; we have our church wide POOL BAPTISM & BURGERS 
on Sunday, August 9th from 7 - 9p.m.  We invite all church members and friends to join us at the 
Gatesville City Pool. Pastor Crosby will be baptizing, we will have burgers, and Branton and his band 
will be playing music!!!  What a great time to worship and celebrate Jesus!!! In the Children ’s ministry 

we plan on starting Wednesday Night meals and activities on August 26, 2020. We plan on going through the 
Bible starting with Genesis. What an exciting time for children to know the wonderful stories of the Bible! Stay 
tuned for details on all things through the FBCG and FBCG Children’s Ministry Facebook pages, church emails and 
snail mail!! Miss each one of you and pray the Lord keeps you healthy and safe. 

Music by Brian Curtis 

What Does Your Worship Say About God? 

 
If an outsider came into your Sunday meeting and observed you worshiping, what would 
they conclude you think about God?  

 
Does your expression of worship say how great and glorious, delightful and exciting you think God is? Does your 
worship say, you’ve found God to be faithful and good, loving and satisfying? Would an outsider conclude you 
believe God to be real and present? Or does your worship say you find God about as exciting as an exam. Does 
your worship say you believe God is distant and uncaring? 
 
What does our worship say about what God did for us? Do we sing like those who have been redeemed eternally 
from the wrath of God? Like those who have been seated with Christ in heavenly places? Like those who are 
grateful to have every sin wiped away? Do we rejoice like those who have the king of the universe living inside 
them? 
 
We should worship like rich people! Because we are. We’ve been given every spiritual blessing in Christ! We 
should sing with more enthusiasm than if we just found out we won the lottery. We should sing like those who 
know God is working all things for good in our lives. Like those who are being transformed into the very image of 
Christ. Like those who will worship around the throne for eternity. God has designed us to express delight in 
things excellent and beautiful. We gush when we see a glorious sunset. We clap and shout at concerts and ball 
games. We give standing ovations for outstanding accomplishments. Our cheers show what we think of that   
diving catch or that guitar solo.  Again, our worship isn’t some kind of performance we put on for others. Our 
worship is for God. But it says something about what we think about him. 
 
This Sunday let’s show God what we think of him and sing the roofs off our church buildings. 
 

Lord’s Supper on August 9, 2020 

Church staff and the deacons would like to give all members an opportunity to participate in the Lord’s Supper 
observance.  If you are unable to attend the August 9 worship service due to COVID-19 concerns and are unable 
to participate through Facebook, please call the church office to schedule an appointment for an in-home Lord’s 
Supper on another day. 
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