
Bless People With Posts and Emails 

I miss our gatherings. My life for these many years has been about the 
gatherings of God’s people. 

The word “church” is a translation of the Greek ekklesia which means 
“called out assembly.” It appears 118 times in the New Testament as a noun 
that designates the Christian assembly or gathering. Since the very beginning, church has been 
about gathering for worship, teaching, fellowship, and service. 

These days of social distancing have been hard for people who love the church. We feel 
incomplete without each other. The body functions with each member doing their part for the 
good of the whole. When we cannot get together, we experience loss, and we grieve. 

The good thing is that, no matter where we are, God is with us. Even if we are only with one or 
two others, Christ is there among us. The Last Supper would have violated the president’s 
order—no meetings of 10 or more. But a meeting of 13 is a small group, and Jesus loved his 
small group. He was especially anticipating observing the Passover with his friends before he 
suffered. 

The Apostle Paul celebrated the arrival of any friend who came to see him in prison. He names 
his visitors in his letters, and thanks the churches for helping those visitors make the long 
journey to Rome. God comforted him through his friends. 

We are not deprived of all human interaction. We have family members with whom we 
continue to associate. We are doing our quarantine with them and maybe one or two others. 

Paul and the churches exchanged letters. Those letters meant a lot to all involved. We have 
letters, emails, texts, phone calls, and even video calls. We have social media. We can interact 
with others on Facebook and Twitter and other platforms. We are truly blessed in our isolation! 
Most of our communication tools have only become available to our generation. 

We need to cultivate an even greater sensitivity to the feelings and circumstances of persons 
with whom we interact electronically. These are days for encouraging one another, paying 
attention to each other, and maximizing the benefits of social connection for ourselves and 
others. 

Faith, hope, and love are common topics on all platforms. Of course, you also have other 
themes that overtake conversations. We ought to remember the rules that the Apostle Paul 
rehearsed with the churches. Everything should be said in love. What we say should be for the 
building up of others, not tearing them down. Whatever is lovely, pure, holy, and admirable, 
dwell on these things in your emails and postings. 

The God of peace will bring peace to your own heart as you seek peace on behalf of others. 
His strength and comfort will be yours as you point others to the resources we only find 
through faith in God. 

Do not be ashamed of the Gospel or of those who serve the Lord Jesus. Instead, display a spirit 
of love, power, and a sound mind by devoting yourself to the service of Christ and others.  

By David E. Crosby, Pastor 
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Pray fervently:  that God, in His mercy, would stop the pandemic, that lives would be 

saved; that leaders would direct us in the best course of action for prevention and care; that 
first responders and healthcare workers would have courage and strength to fight this  

disease; and that many would turn to God.   

Pray for one another! 

April 
Birthdays 

 

3 Talon Mullings 

 Jackie Penny 

5 Justin Saunders 

6 Avery Streetman 

 Sam Langley 

 Carolyn Bradley 

7 Morgan Estes 

8 Patsy Martin 

 Barbara Wolff 

9 Jackson Erwin 

 Anne Westbrook 

10 Margaret York-Smith 

11 Susan Saunders 

 Jess Streetman 

12 Gayle Rucker 

13 Ron Atterbury, Sr. 

14 Tonya Place 

 Elizabeth Berry 

15 Larkin Jacks 

 Charli Travers 

18 Addi Wolff 

19 Leslie Rogers 

22 Ryan Allison 

23 Ric Hodges 

25 Kylen Kafer 

27 Stephen Norris 

 

 

 

 



Easter Sunday 

Due to COVID-19 we are 
unable to plan definitively 
for Easter services at this 
time.  Please be watching 
our social media postings 
for more information.  For 

those who don’t have 
access, please call the 

church office. 

In this time of “Social 
Distancing”... 

the following links are 
where you can find 

information about church 
happenings! 

Church Website:   

http://www.fbcgatesville.com 

Lots of information posted 
here and you can watch 
the sermons and Sunday 
School on the website 
without having Facebook. 

Church Facebook: 

https://ww.facebook.com/
FBC.Gatesville 

LIVE Streaming services 
and much more 
information 

Women's Ministry 
Facebook:  women's 
ministry - fbc Gatesville  
 
https://ww.facebook.com/
groups/674612233018944/ 
 
Children's Ministry 
Facebook:  First Baptist 
Church of Gatesville 
Children's Ministry 
 
https://ww.facebook.com/
FBCGK.Gatesville/ 
 
Church Instagram:   

firstbaptistchurchgatesvilletx 

Youth Instagram:  

firstbaptistgatesville_youth 

  
 

   Emergency Contacts: 
 
   Allen Place (Deacon Chair) 512-422-2774 
   Richard Sweaney (Council Chair) 214-213-0887 

Children by Leigh Carroll 

“We love because He first loved us”, 1 John 4:19. This is one of my       
favorite verses...it is so simple and such a comfort to know this in our 
hearts.  Parents and grandparents, as we go through an uncertain time...my 
hope is you will take this time to really dig into being a family and   

spending   quality time together. 
Here is what is on the calendar for now...of course, all of this could change. We have 
VBS which we are going to call ‘Summer Jam’- we need volunteers to make this a 
great event for our community.  So, I ask you to pray and consider being a part of this 
amazing event! The dates are June 7-11; in the evenings.  
Our children’s summer camp is at Mt Camp Lebanon on June 22-26, 2020!  Please 
add this event to your prayer list. It is a fabulous week of fun and fellowship for our 
kids!! 
Lastly...we have a First Baptist Church of Gatesville Children’s Ministry page.  Go 
check it out with your child and/or children! 

 

Youth by Branton Tennison 
Why do they call it the novel coronavirus? It’s a long story!  These corny 
jokes are just one of the ways that I am coping with the times - haha. In all 
reality, it’s not easy sometimes, but comforting to know and trust that God 
is in control over everything we live through. We have had several things 
change over the last couple of weeks. Disciple Now is postponed until  

further notice, but that’s okay! We are working to develop an appropriate time to have 
it take place. This is all the Lord’s timing and is going according to His plan. I will   
update our youth as soon as we have further information concerning Disciple Now.  

April is going to be quite a busy month for our church! With Easter coming up, we 
are excited to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord! For our youth, this is the month 
of our youth fundraiser. We are planning to have our youth lunch fundraiser on     
Sunday, April 26th following the service. This is the fundraiser that helps us raise 
money so that we can go to Camp Eagle. I encourage you to come out and eat with 
us! The date may change according to the coronavirus situation. Deposits for Camp 
Eagle are due on April 26th, the day of the fundraiser; the deposit is $75. In the   
meantime, I plan on doing some online videos for our youth and communicating    
regularly.  

 

Women’s Ministry by Rose Cameron 

The Brown Bag Bible Study has been suspended as our Country deals with 

this pandemic.  Ladies, please continue reading your chapters, and       

hopefully once we are able to meet again, I’ll catch us up.  

I would also like to begin a Weekly Women’s Devotion/Study during our 
social    distancing time. I will add more information to our Facebook page 
about this activity. We will use the app  “Zoom”. It is free, but you’ll need to 
download it prior to our first session. (Take some time today and go ahead and 
get it downloaded.) I will send you a link that you’ll use as a login. Be     

thinking about topics/Bible verses that you would like to discuss. Be watching for 
more information!  

Blessings, hugs, and prayers for each of you!    
I MISS our time together! 

 
Visit Our First Baptist Church Website  

The URL is http://www.fbcgatesville.com (not .org).  Check the website for upcoming events,  
Weekly Bulletins and much more!  Also, sign up at the bottom left of the home page to get important 
text messages from the church. 

 

Behind the Scenes by Richard Sweaney, Council Chair 
Well church, we find ourselves in unchartered territory!  And it has been a blessing to see our church         

involved in so many ways helping others in our church and community.  Pastor David’s leadership in having 

online Sunday School and Sunday worship services has attracted over 2000 viewers. Keep up the good 

works!   

Speaking of good works, I want to express the church’s sincere appreciation and gratitude to Dondi Allison, Mike 

Devenport, Ben Crosby, and Joe Crosby for all the volunteer music work they have done for our church.  Many of us 

don’t see the preparation they do before they even show up at the church or a scheduled practice.  Some of the music 

has to written and adjusted, so much of this is done at their homes.  Joe and his family even drive from Nolanville.  

Each instrument on our stage is vitality important to the overall church worship service. These folks share and use their 

talent as God desires for all of us to do.  Thank you Dondi, Mike, Ben, and Joe from the bottom of our hearts!   We are 

so fortunate to have such a dedicated and talented group of musicians in our church community. 

 

FBCG JOY Ministry News by Janie Jones 
Hope you are all healthy and safe.  Because of the quarantine, most of our events at UMHB have been       

canceled and this includes Carousel on April 17, 2020.  The Latham Springs 60+ is  also cancelled.  When this 

“lockdown” (prison term) is over, we’ll be up and going again.  I’m looking for events for us to attend.  You are all in 

my thoughts and prayers. 

 

 

From Bob Bates, Chair and the Personnel Committee 

After discussion and praying about the church secretary position, the Committee decided to talk with Suzanne Bounds 

and Donna Sweaney about continuing to work in the church office on a permanent part-time basis.  Each one will work 

2 different days weekly and occasionally more when needed.  Dr. Crosby wholeheartedly agrees with and supports this 

recommendation.  Donna and Suzanne have been working in the office for almost 1 1/2 years. We were without a 

church secretary when they readily and graciously agreed to help.  To continue in this role provides the best continuity 

and  support in the church office.  We are thankful and appreciate that they are willing to continue working in the office 

and to be of service to First Baptist Church.   

From Allen Place, Deacon Chair 

No handshakes.  No hugs.  No sitting in the pew with your family.  Nobody on New Year’s Eve would have ever 

thought of such a reality would occur in 2020. Since I was a child, the congregation at FBC Gatesville has been my 

church family and never once have I entered our beautiful building without being warmly greeted.  These are unusual 

times but the sacrifices we are presently making pale in consideration to sacrifices made by God’s people in earlier 

times or even by our parents and grandparents in World War II.  Although these new standards presently keep us apart, 

this is still the Day the Lord has made and we should rejoice in it.  I continue to have faith and firmly believe our God 

will guide his people and his promise of everlasting life is as true today as always.  FBC staff has been more than faith-

ful during the last few weeks and continue to minister to us through online broadcasts and by old fashioned phone calls 

to our members.  Wherever you are on Easter morning, you can rest assured we worship a risen Savior.  

Joy Ministry - Lunch with Pastor David & Janet 

at Prima Pasta 

http://www.fbcgatesville.com/
https://www.facebook.com/FBC.Gatesville
https://www.facebook.com/FBC.Gatesville
https://www.facebook.com/groups/674612233018944/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/674612233018944/
https://www.facebook.com/FBCGK.Gatesville/
https://www.facebook.com/FBCGK.Gatesville/

