
Tainted Gumbo 

I don’t want to fly with someone who is an enemy and is headed for destruction. 

The TSA (Transportation Security Administration) examined me at the airport more thoroughly than 

I was examined at my annual physical. It was a full pat-down. The officer said, “I am going to use 

the back of my hand. I am going to go around your pants. I am going to go up your legs…”  

You get the picture. He asked me, “Do you want to go to a private place?” 

“No,” I said, assuming no one was interested in what was happening. I removed my tennis shoes, 

Gatesville cap, belt, wallet and phone. And he went right to work.  

My two bags of gumbo base and one of the three small bags of coffee contained explosive residue 

from somewhere, he explained. I bought the gumbo a couple hours earlier at Winn Dixie. What are 

they making at their warehouse? The coffee was ground that morning at the seminary coffee shop.  

The examining officer suggested that I pack the three offending items in my checked baggage. I had 

not checked a bag. I was carrying a backpack, packed to the gills, pressed down, shaken together, 

and nearly running over. And I was carrying a plastic grocery bag. 

I decided to go back to the ticket counter and check my backpack, not for the gumbo, but for the 

seven-dollar, half-pound of decaf Southern Pecan. 

I had to carry my computer because Donna and Suzanne had ordered me to send my article. And I 

had to remove a recording devise that I picked up in New Orleans. It was the only way Janet’s 

requested items would fit. 

Janet requested that I bring these three bags home—the gumbo and the coffee. She also asked me to 

bring home a heavy-duty can opener that I thought would be a problem. Nope. It was her other stuff. 

I am glad the TSA was careful with me. I want them to be careful. Safety is the highest concern for 

me when someone else is driving or flying the vehicle. Grandparents should not be able to board a 

plane with explosive residue on their gumbo even if they are pre-checked for TSA. 

The Apostle is concerned that some of their teachers in Philippi are “enemies of the cross of Christ. 

Their destiny is destruction” (Phil. 3:18-19). For him and for the church at Philippi—and for us as 

well—this is an emergency. People actually achieve teaching positions in the church who are 

enemies of the cross of Christ and who are headed for eternal separation from God. It blows the 

mind! 

We must be careful. The good news is about God’s grace made available to us through Christ Jesus 

our Lord. Any teaching that carries us away from the cross of Christ, that works against God’s grace 

in our salvation, is both dangerous and destructive. Examine yourself carefully. Examine what you 

really believe. Examine what you hear and read from teachers. Be a reader and student of God’s 

word. Your joy in Christ is directly connected to your salvation in Christ alone. 

Pastor David 
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September 
Birthdays 

1 Bob Boyd 

 Ione Moore 

2 Robert Mathews 

3 Sheila Salter 

 Janet Crosby 

7 Vance Stephens 

 Aleen Dixon 

 Joe Medrano 

9 Justin Hester 

10 Brent Hudson 

 Tina Nolte 

 Kodi Hitt-Wiley 

11 Linda Hill 

12 Lane Baker 

13 Jenna Herbelin 

14 Keith Steward 

15 Tasha Baker 

 Colten Hukel 

16 Sami Langley 

 Jaryn Poynter 

17 Grace Hudson 

 Kaylee Jaynes 

 Lexi Brown 

18 Nick Hukel 

19 Roman Pruitt 

 Robert Hill 

 Margerie Oney 

 Steve Bounds 

20 Joann Poston 

 Jerry Sullivan 

21 Mark Wicker 

22 Allen Place 

23 Jimmy Green 

24 Ryan Jackson 

 Edward Sayetta 

26 Shannan Swanson-

 Bryan 

 Stormi Gnatkowski 

27 Jean Boyd 

28 Linda Lam 

30 Grayson Baker 

 Amelia Berry 

First Baptist Church of Gatesville, TX   
Women’s Ministry presents: 

 
 7 Tuesdays 

September 17 – October 29, 2019 

11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

 FBCG Fellowship Hall 

Cost:  $14.00 (cost of study book) 

Bring:  Bible, notebook, pen, your lunch 

(tea, water, coffee will be provided) 
 
Whether you’ve grown up hearing Bible stories or you’re ex-
ploring Scripture for the first time, the full story of the Bible 
can be overwhelming.  The 66 books may seem disconnected 
at first glance.  In this study, Angie Smith shows you how the 
whole Bible – from Genesis through Revelation – connects as 
one beautiful, seamless thread. 

 

Registration envelopes are in the church foyer.  Include cash or check  

(payable to FBC Gatesville) and turn in at the church office, or give it 

to  Rose Cameron. 

 

 To insure we have a book ordered for you… 

ODER DEADLINE:  September 3, 2019 



 

 Children by Leigh Carroll 
 
 
Ready or not here comes Fall...could this mean cooler weather? 
Probably not.  But what it does mean is Wednesday Nights are back 

for the next 9 months!! This year we are going to try some different things on 
Wednesday nights..including learning a few bible verses over the course of the 
time we have with the children.  We will continue to visit the local nursing 
homes, participate in Operation Christmas Child, and other service activities! 
Also, we are looking for male volunteers on Wednesday nights and anyone 
can be a van driver!  Big shout out to our volunteers, Holli Williams, Teresa 
Johnson, Steve Norris, Emily Baker, Kari Belt, Charli Travers, Linda Lam, Janie 
Jones, Richard Sweaney!  And we can’t forget our kitchen & van crew...Cathy 
Norris, James Ragland, Max Lam, Skip Swanson, Ron Atterbury, Gary Kafer, 
Chris Carroll, Janice Sheffield, and a few others. 
 
Huge thank you to those you have stepped up and agreed to serve in our 
Children’s Sunday School classes...Lera Lam, Linda Lam, Susan Saunders, Mary 
Kafer, Charli Travers, Lisa Stewart, Janet Crosby, Joyce Edmonds, Clayton and 
Elizabeth Berry, and Teresa Johnson.  Truly appreciate 
all y’all do for our children! 
 
Thanks for the opportunity to serve, 
 
Leigh 

 

Wednesday Night 

Activities 

5:30 p.m. - Children & 

Youth Activities  

& Meal 

6:00 p.m. - Weekly Adult 

Bible Study 

7:00 p.m. - Worship 

Rehearsal 

Sunday School 
Adults 

Sept. 1 - Rejoice 

Ephesians 1:3-14 

Sept. 8 - Remembered 

Ephesians 1:15-23 

Sept. 15 - Resurrected 

Ephesians 2:1-10 

Sept. 22 - Reconciled 

Ephesians 2:11-22 

Sept. 29 - Revealed 

Ephesians 3:1-13 

 

Children’s 
Sept. 1 - Jesus and 

Nicodemus 

John 1; 3 

Sept. 8 - Jesus and the 

Woman at the Well 

John 4:1-30,39-42 

Sept. 15 - Jesus and the Blind 

Man 

John 9:1-38 

Sept. 22 - Jesus and Lazarus 

John 11:1-44 

Sept. 29 - Who Is Jesus 
John 1-21 

 
A missional, Bible-teaching fellowship which 

sincerely worships Jesus Christ. 

 

 

  

 

   Emergency Contacts: 
 
   Richard Sweaney (Deacon Chair) 214-213-0887 
   Allen Place (Council Chair) 512-422-2774 

Senior Adults by Janie Jones 
 
Our Senior Adult Ministry is beginning to move. Plans are to have at 
least one event a month. 
 

September : 
Sept. 12 - Fall 50+ Adult Day at Latham Springs from 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
and the bus will leave FBCG at 7:30 a.m.  The cost is $8.00 per person.  There 
is a sign up sheet in the foyer or you may contact Janie Jones at 254-223-0053. 
 
October: 
Planning a trip to Glen Rose to see the PROMISE.  
More information to follow.  
 
Please direct questions and suggestions to Janie Jones. 

                   Youth by Branton Tennison 
 
Church Family, 

Hello everyone! As school starts up again and we are getting back into routine, youth 
will start Wednesday nights back up with a milestones study! We will be studying 10 
topics that are very foundational in our walk with Jesus as Christians. Sunday morning 
studies will continue with the Gospel Project. We are looking at God working in the Old 
Testament and how he fulfills promises through Jesus. Learning to serve others is what 

disciples do. Jesus himself washed his disciple’s feet to show love and service to them. I want us as a 
group to practice serving the church and our community. On September 18, our Wednesday night will 
be a time for us to serve the church and community however needed! Small groups will continue on 
September 15. I am focusing small group on discipleship. We are learning how to accept God’s call to 
follow and make disciples in our schools, workplace, homes, etc… I am praying for our students as 
they begin a year of hard work. I am also praying for God to move in amazing ways as we grow over 
this school year!  

Blessings,  

Branton Tennison 

Youth Minister 

Visit Our First Baptist Church Website  

The URL is http://www.fbcgatesville.com (not .org).  Check the website for upcoming  
events, Weekly Bulletins and much more! 

 

 

 Small Groups by Gary & Mary Kafer 

 

School has started and that means Sunday evening small group meetings are not far behind. Our groups 
will meet the first and third Sunday of each month. That is the norm, but of course groups are free to 
arrange meeting times that work best for them. We will begin on September 15. Our church attendance 
is up and we may need to expand the number of small groups we have. If you have a topic or book you 
would like to explore, I encourage you to be a small group leader and add your name to the list of small 
groups that are available. Small groups are very flexible. Some enjoy sit-down meals, while others pre-
fer to just meet to discuss the session material. Please contact me (garykafer1953@gmail.com, 254-679
-9016) if you would like to start an additional group. These are the groups currently available: 

Sami Langley: sami.langley@laerdal.com Topic yet to be selected.  

Fred Martin: fredmartin1928@gmail.com Eva Edwards: 254-865-6789. Study book: Slaying the Giants 
in Your Life. 

Steve & Cathy Norris: scnorris@embarqmail.com 254-865-8575. Study of the book of John.  

Keith & Lisa Steward: l_steward@yahoo.com 254-289-1733. Study the book of Paul. 

Richard & Donna Sweaney: donna.sweaney@yahoo.com 214-796-2399 Study book:  not a fan.  

Signup sheets will be on the table in the Hospitality Room (old choir room). 
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