
UBER in the Diablos 

I was hiking in the Diablo Range east of San Francisco early one morning 
recently. I got there by Uber. The driver said he had never delivered a 
customer to a state park. We lost GPS service a mile or two before we reached 
the entrance to Redwood Regional Park near Oakland. 

The air was crisp before the sun came up, and the camp staff had not arrived. But the gate was 
open. I told the driver thanks. He was concerned about dropping me off in the wilderness. Then 
he said, “You are a man of God. You will be all right.”  And he left. 

For the first time, I thought maybe I should have paid him to take a nap in his Camry while I 
hiked. I had no cell service. How was I going to order an Uber? I figured, somehow, the Lord 
would provide. 

For an hour I craned my neck upward to see the tops of the towering trees. They grow in groves 
usually, so the tops are often hard to see. One tree had lost its footing from erosion in a creek 
and cascaded to a landing across the path. I walked under it and saw that two trees had scissored 
the trunk, breaking its fall. I estimated the young tree was about 200 feet long. 

Some redwoods in the park grow in clusters around massive stumps that remain from the clear-
cutting of redwoods in the mid-1800s. New trees shoot up from the stumps and entwine their 
new roots in the old roots of the mother tree. The trees often make a ring with an open space 
where the old stump was. It’s called a “fairy ring” by arborists. The new trees are often genetic 
clones of the mother tree. Many massive redwood trees began as stump sprouts. 

I walked over an hour reading the signs and admiring the trees. A path head up the mountain 
slope, and I decided to take it on the chance that my cell phone might work at some point. 

It did! I got cell service near the top of the ridge. Excited, I opened the Uber app and ordered a 
ride. The Uber app said I was on “French Trail.” I wrote in an explanation, saying I would meet 
the driver at the entrance to the Redwood Regional Park, 7867 Redwood Drive, in about 30 
minutes.  

And I took off jogging down the mountain. It took me 35 minutes to reach the gate, no cell 
service, in between, and the Uber was not there. I waited for 15 minutes, sitting on the park sign 
next to Redwood Drive. No luck. I decided to hike along the road, up the mountain, until I got 
cell service. When I did, the phone rang, a local area code. I answered. The Uber driver said, 
“Where are you? I’m in the parking lot.” Long story short, he was four miles away on the other 
side of the mountain in another regional park. 

He eventually found me. He was a worship leader in his church, he said. He talked about the 
wonderful grace of the Lord Jesus in his life. We had a great talk. I am praying for him and his 
wife, Christina. 

As I got out of the car, he said, “I pray every morning that God would help me minister to 
someone who rides with me today.” 

“I was your answered prayer,” I replied. 

Pastor David 
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             FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH CHRISTMAS DINNER 

        December 8 at 5:30 p.m. 

Mark your calendars now for the “First Baptist Church Christmas Dinner”.  

The event will be held in our Fellowship Hall at 5:30pm, December 8.  Since the event takes place after 

Thanksgiving and before Christmas we will “Pray and Praise”, “Mingle and Jingle” and “Chat and Chew” for 

a couple of hours.  Make sure you contact family and friends who have not been attending.  The Deacons 

will furnish and prepare turkey, ham and the fixings!  Those who need rides or don’t drive at night can no-

tify a deacon or the church office; we will pick you up and get you home safely.  Announcements will be 

sent out closer to the event to allow you the chance to sign-up for the dinner or help with the event in 

some way. 

Richard Sweaney, Deacon Chair 

 
 

1 Will Carroll 

 Frank Williams 

2 Alicia Meharg 

3 Christopher Bullington 

 Walter Bell 

4 Ginger Cooper 

 Jill Truss 

5 Lyndi Poynter 

6 Eva Edwards 

 Corinna Hogan 

7 Jimmie Del Wicker 

 Caleb Estes 

8 Lynita Salter 

9 Brittany Streetman 

10 Emily Bryan 

12 Lawson Mooney 

13 Clark Burns 

 Emily Langley 

 Eunice Snoddy 

14 Jacob Saunders 

 Travis Nolte 

 Mike Devenport 

 Taizlee Stobaugh 

17 Thomas Belt 

18 Steve Snoddy 

19 Campbell Cooper 

 Amberle Gnatkowski 

20 Coral Bryant 

23 Karen Bayer 

26 Joe Floyd 

27 Heather Hitt 

28 Suzanne Bounds 

 Ian Atterbury 

30 Samuel Belt 

 Cotton Davidson 

November                     

Birthdays 



 

Wednesday Night 

Activities 

5:30 p.m. - Children & 

Youth Activities  

& Meal 

6:00 p.m. - Weekly Adult 

Bible Study 

7:00 p.m. - Worship 

Rehearsal 

 

Sunday School 
Adults 

Nov. 3 - Walking in Love 

Ephesians 5:1-14 

Nov. 10 - Walking Wisely 

Ephesians 5:15-21 

Nov. 17 - Walking as Family 

Ephesians 5:22-6:4 

Nov. 24 - Walking to Battle 

Ephesians 6:10-20 

 

Children’s 
Nov. 3 - Elijah at Mount 

Carmel 

1 Kings 18:1, 19-40 

Nov. 10 - Elisha 

2 Kings 4 

Nov. 17 - Naaman 

2 Kings 5 

Nov. 24 - Josiah 

2 Chronicles 34 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  A missional, Bible-teaching fellowship which 

sincerely worships Jesus Christ. 

 

 

  

 

   Emergency Contacts: 
 
   Richard Sweaney (Deacon Chair) 214-213-0887 
   Allen Place (Council Chair) 512-422-2774 

Behind the Scenes by Richard Sweaney, Deacon Chair 

While many of us are trying to wake up on Sunday morning, get 

dressed, and drink our coffee; two of our devoted members are al-

ready at the church campus.  Max Lam and Ron Atterbury come to 

church by 8:00 a.m. on the second Sunday of each month.  Those two 

deacons prepare the elements and set up our Lord’s Supper service.  

Their dedication to the service of God and our church is certainly unquestionable.  

We should all appreciate the commitment of these two dedicated Christians to 

come so very early to prepare for us to celebrate our Savior’s sacrifice.   

Also, three church members provided a huge help to one of our own.  Gary 

Kafer, Gabe Garcia and Bob Bates took time to help one of our church members 

in need of some carpentry repair work.  This member had a ramp that had deteri-

orated and was necessary for walking safely.  These men surveyed the material 

and labor requirements, obtained what was needed and remodeled the ramp.  A 

big “FBCG” thank you to Gary, Gabe and Bob.   

God will bless “all of you” for your service to others! 

Youth by Branton Tennison  

I have been anticipating this weather and season all year long and it’s finally here! 
I guess it’s kind of bittersweet for a couple of reasons. First, I don’t know how to 
dress…I dress for 40-degree weather when I leave my home only to step out of the 
office at 2:00 p.m. to 80-degree weather. Not only that, but I also have to watch 
my tire pressure a little more carefully because of the cold nights. But I’d say I 
can’t complain because God is good! He is working in the youth ministry. 

Over the last month, we have had some new youth visit. One of which was led to Christ! I am trying to 
get our youth involved and rooted in scripture. I believe that outreach is the ultimate goal, but at the 
same time, I want to invest in our students and make sure that we have students that know the Bible as 
they continue to grow in their faith. Jesus tells us to make disciples, which is an outreach; but also in-
vesting in our students to teach them the commands of Jesus. (Matthew 28: 19-20). 

The youth have had their first small group service project. We cleaned up trash around the church and 
then proceeded to pick up trash at the park as service to our community. We look forward to our next 
service project, which will be serving individuals in the church. Our service project takes the place of 
our second small group session. We are still going through the Gospel Project on Sundays and Mile-
stones on Wednesdays.  My prayer for the youth is that we will learn more about the character of God 
and how He wants to be in a deeper relationship with each of us! 

Visit Our First Baptist Church Website  

The URL is http://www.fbcgatesville.com (not .org).  Check the website for upcoming  
events, Weekly Bulletins and much more! 

A GIVING HEART 

HELPING FURTHER HIS KINGDOM 

WELCOME TO FBC GATESVILLE’S ONLINE GIVING SERVICE. 

Online giving is a safe and easy way to support the ministries of FBC Gatesville. This system enables you to sup-
port the church with your tithes and offerings.  You can also designate funds online to different ministries and 
special events. 
 
Five Simple Steps 
1. Click on “Give Online” on the left panel of the church website:  www.firstbaptistgatesville.com. 
2. Create your online profile (after it is created, you just log in every other time). 
3. Click on “Add Transaction”.   
4. Put your dollar amount in the area or areas of choice.  Don’t forget to choose frequency and  date.  Click 
“Continue”.   
5. Choose:  Credit/Debit Card, Checking Account or Savings Account.  Under “Optional” you may choose to 
check “Optional” to give an additional % to help offset the credit/debit card processing fee that the church will 
have to pay. Click “Process”.  You will receive an email receipt of your donation transaction or can printout your 
donation summary after the transaction for your records.  The church will also receive a report of your transaction. 
 
Benefits 
There are several benefits to online giving for both you and the church. 

First Fruits – In Proverbs 3:9 we are taught to honor the Lord with the “First Fruits” of our labor. By setting 
up a recurring contribution that is scheduled to come out of your account on the day you specify you can 
ensure that your First Fruits are given back to God. 

Simplicity – You will not need to remember if you gave this month or send in your offering checks when you 
are out of town. 

Security – Online giving is more secure than giving with a check in that an electronic gift can’t be lost or sto-
len. 

Donation History – You can look at your donation and transaction history at any time. 
Helping FBC Gatesville – Online contributions require less processing from our administrative staff since the 

information is logged and deposited automatically. 

Children by Leigh Carroll 

October was a fabulous month but November is starting off with a few of 
our children being baptized!!! It’s so exciting when God’s children come to 
know him as their Savior and Lord.  If you are not praying for our children; 
please add them to your prayer list.  Pray that the ones who have asked Je-
sus into their hearts will continue to seek and ask questions and that our 
children who do not know Him as their Savior will want to know more 
about having Jesus in their hearts. 
 
We had the best time as we took our children to Hillside Nursing home in 
October. It’s fun to watch our kids tell the residents hello, what church we 
are from and that Jesus loves them.  We typically visit our local nursing 
homes four times a year!!! 
 
Our children are truly enjoying the youth praise band on Wednesday nights!  
It brings joy to see these kiddos singing songs which praise our God. 
 
 


