
It’s something, the difference... 

June 18 was Eden’s 15th birthday. Eden Faith is my second oldest grandchild. She lives in 
Jacksonville, Florida. She is full of life and love and personality. She is on the right in 
that joyful picture of two polka-dotted girls. 

June 18 was also our one-year anniversary living on two acres on the side of what we call 
a mountain in Goldthwaite, Texas, elevation 1,670. 

This year, we got four tenths of an inch of rain on June 18 in a morning thunderstorm. It 
rumbled across the northern sky in dramatic layers of boiling clouds punctuated with 
bright fissures of lightning bolts. The yard remains green into July. 

Last year on June 18 we moved our worldly belongings into the house on the mountain 
during a heat wave that parched the earth and made Mills County feel like a dust bowl. It 
had only rained seven inches since January 1. The yard was dirt and burnt weeds. Coming 
from 22 years in New Orleans, where it rains 66 inches a year, we were pretty depressed. 

This year we are watching the garden grow amazingly. We are listening to the babble of 
two different brooks on our farm. Every stock tank we pass is running around its 
spillway, or getting close. My grandson, Bennett, and I made a trip to the farm. We nearly 
got stuck in the soft earth. We saw deer and turkey, and a beautiful hawk, brown-and-
white wings fully extended, soared overhead screeching at us. We stopped to wash our 
trailer where the creek runs over the county road.  

It’s something, the difference between last June 18 and this one. Our world is a lot 
greener and brighter now. 

I was also in my own kind of “fast” last year. I promised my friends and myself that I 
would not leap back into church ministry immediately. After 47 years of serving our 
churches, I determined to be truly retired at least until January of 2019.  

That’s when FBC Gatesville called and asked if I would be the interim pastor. I prayed 
about it. Janet and I talked about it. And here we are, one year later, enjoying the 
wonderful people of FBC. And I do mean “wonderful.”  

Preaching and teaching is a fresh and enlivening 
experience for me after that eight-month hiatus 
from church ministry. God has sent the spring 
rains to refresh the earth and refresh me. 

Now the summer has hit, and the longest daytime 
of the year has passed. As the days grow shorter, 
God prepares an equally amazing autumn that 
transforms the colors around us and keeps us on 
our tiptoes, watching for what’s next. 

David Crosby, Pastor  
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July 

Birthdays 
 

3 Carolyn Davidson 

 Billie Thompson 

5 Sarah Saunders 

7 David Brown 

8 Paul Lam 

 Julio Salazar 

12 Ken Jones 

 Presley Gratkowski 

13 Barbara Williams 

15 Donna Sweaney 

17 Brandon Belt 

 Nathan Johnson 

18 Terri Ragland 

20 Neta Floyd 

 Anela Easton 

22 Diana Fincher 

25 Ronnie Viss 

30 Maureen Swanson 

Salute to Warrior Citizens at North Fort Hood 

On Sunday, June 23 from 5 p.m. – 8 p.m., the NFH Mission team along with the NFH faith and business community 

hosted Reserve and National Guard citizen soldiers at NFH for an evening of food, fun, music and fellowship for 

deploying soldiers.  This special event is our way of honoring and acknowledging the service and sacrifices of our 

soldiers and their families.  FBCG had 22 volunteers on site and other church members baked cookies for the event.  

Diana Fincher has led this immense mission project for the 8th consecutive year.  Thank you, FBCG for your support 

that makes it possible to provide an all-free, on-post, Texas-style day of rest, relaxation, and fun for deploying sol-

diers and military staff at NFH. 

  



 

Wednesday Night 

Activities 

7:00 p.m. - Worship 

Rehearsal 

Sunday School 
Adults 

July 7 – Lasting Investments 

1 Timothy 6:6-19 

July 14 – Confidence 

2 Timothy 1:3-14 

July 21  – Focused 

2 Timothy 2:1-13 

July 28 – Diligent 

2 Timothy 2:14-26 

 

Children’s 
July 7 – Jesus Welcomed the 

Children 

Mark 9:33-37; 10:13-16 

July 14 – The Rich Young 

Ruler 

Mark 10:17-27 

July 21 - Jesus and 

Bartimaeus  

Mark 10:46-52 

July 28 – A Widow’s Gift 

Mark 12:28-34,41-44 

 

 

 

 
 

A missional, Bible-teaching 

fellowship which sincerely worships 

Jesus Christ. 
 

 

  

 

   Emergency Contacts: 
 
   Richard Sweaney (Deacon Chair) 214-213-0887 
   Allen Place (Council Chair) 512-422-2774 

Fill the Book Bags Luncheon Fundraiser on July 28  

The “Fill the Book Bags” mission project provides school supplies 
and book bags to Gatesville ISD children needing assistance with 
school provisions.  FBCG wants to help ensure that children in our 
local school district have the needed classroom supplies and materials in order to 
be successful in school.  Steve and Cathy Norris are leaders of this mission pro-
ject.  On July 28 immediately following the worship service, there will be a 
luncheon-fundraiser for this mission cause.  Please come support this fundraiser; 
donations are not required, but will be appreciated. 

Children by Leigh Carroll 
 
WOW! What an awesome June.  God is so good…we had 6 children ask Jesus Christ to be their Savior and 

Lord at camp. We truly appreciate all of the prayers for our children, the finances which were donated and the 

love of our church body. 

It’s getting real…Vacation Bible School is almost here…July 14-18…5:30-8p.m.  Our theme is ‘In the Wild’; 

and it’s going to be an exciting time of following Jesus through His life.  Please pray for the children in our 

church and community who attend this exciting week. Also, be in prayer for our volunteers, or if you have not 

signed up to work, prayerfully consider being a part of this amazing week. 

Fall is approaching…which means we start back with Wednesday night activities.  Many of you may not realize 
Wednesday nights is a mission opportunity for FBCG.  We bring children from our community into the church 
who may not have a good meal, home situation, or male role models.  Please consider making this an oppor-
tunity to serve. 

 

Visit Our New First Baptist Church Website  

The URL is http://www.fbcgatesville.com (not .org).  Check the website for upcoming  
events, Weekly Bulletins and much more! 

 

Deacon Ordination 

Our church community at FBCG recently experienced the joy of a Deacon Ordination 

Service on June 2nd.  New deacons selected by the church and ordained were Steve 

Bounds and Kevin Cameron.  Johnny DeSpain, a deacon previously ordained at FBC 

Burnet, was installed as a deacon in our fellowship, also.  These new deacons will be 

joining in God’s work at FBCG as our church body continues to minister and grow. 

The Ordination Service included an introduction of the deacons and wives.  Deacons, 

family and friends prayed over each candidate.  Pastor David charged both the new 

deacons and congregation to support, pray and serve each other in Christian love.  

The service was closed in prayer for each new deacon and family. 

The deacon body in FBCG serves the church and assists the pastor in his duties.  Dea-

cons help in visiting the sick and homebound, serve the Lord’s Supper, assist with 

baptisms, among many other service duties.  Please know you can contact any deacon 

to request help. 

Richard Sweaney 
Chairman of Deacons 

Youth by Branton Tennison 

This month is going to be a great month for our youth! First, we are continuing our “Feed the Dog” small 
group study on Sunday, July 7 and 28. This is a great study and is challenging us to grow and be in constant 
communication with God. If there are any youth that you know of that would like to be involved, please let me 
know so we can include them in our future plans.  

Vacation Bible school is also coming up July 14-18. Our youth will be helping out as we serve to spread the 
gospel through our children’s ministry. One thing that I learned growing up is that you are an example to eve-
ryone that you come in contact with. The children of the church look up to our youth. It is our responsibility to 
help them grow in the church and teach them the good news of Jesus.  

The youth will be attending Camp Eagle from July 21-26. Church camp is one of the most important times of 
the year for the youth. It is a time when you can set aside the stresses, struggles, and plans of daily life and 
focus your heart on Jesus. Through being in His word constantly with others and yourself, the Holy Spirit will 
begin to teach you in unexpected and amazing ways. This is a week full of God’s word, fellowship, and wor-
ship. Please keep our youth in your prayers as we encounter Jesus that week.  

 

Sunday School by Allen Place 

We are less than two months away from Sunday School Promotion Day in August.  We have some needs and 

changes coming in the fall.  First of all, thank you to those who have been faithful teachers over the years.  

Here are our needs for Fall:  teachers for 3rd & 4th grades, 5th & 6th grades, Agape (Adult I) and the 

Mitchell class.  Substitutes for all ages/classes are needed.  We are also adding a new young adult Sunday 

school class for those who are in their early 20s – mid 30s. 

Sunday School provides an important place of learning, love and fellowship for all ages.  It is a place of 

strength “And let us be concerned about one another in order to promote love and good works, not staying away 

from our meetings, as some habitually do, but encouraging each other, and all the more as you see the day 

drawing near.”  Heb. 10:24-25. 

YOU are needed to teach or help in Sunday School.  Please contact Allen Place, Sunday School Director  

or Leigh Carroll, Children’s Sunday School Dept. to tell them you are willing to be a Sunday School worker.  


