
Don’t Count Sins this Christmas 

All the beautiful babies we adore will one day choose to do what is wrong in the 

eyes of God. They will sin. It is inevitable. They have a nature that is bent away 

from God and toward sin. 

This is not to say that they are ONLY prone to sin. No, they are also amazing miracles of God’s 

creative imagination and unending grace. They are part of the creation judged to be “very good” 

by the Creator God (Genesis 1:31). And they are born with a longing to know the One who has 

made them and to do what is right.  

But they will need to be rescued. The spiritual flaw which plagues them from birth is not 

something they can fix on their own. Despite all the instruction that we receive and all the 

guidelines given by parents and society, all of us err. We lack sound judgment. We do things we 

regret, that we know are unwise.  

Christmas is the story of how the Creator God chose to address this terrible moral and spiritual 

condition of humans. He acted to rescue us from our sins. 

God has not missed his opportune moment on Planet Earth. God actually arrived at precisely the 

moment he chose. This is the meaning of Christmas. 

It was just the right moment in the spiritual condition of humans. We were powerless. After a 

thousand years of trying to keep the law, it was obvious that we were not going to be able to do it. 

The failure of the law to bring righteousness was clearly evident to all objective observers.  

Some would insist that it was man’s move, that God had done all he could possibly be expected to 

do. He created humans. He gave them stewardship of a lush and beautiful planet. He gave them 

relationships and communication skills. He gave humans amazing intellectual capacities. He 

equipped them for social networking that would enable them to achieve their greatest potential and 

highest good. 

Humans have the moral sense to identify evil. And we are incensed at injustice and wanton death 

and destruction. As it turns out, the greatest barrier to faith in God is often the question of evil in 

the world. We cannot reconcile in our minds the state of death and disease in the world with a 

loving and engaged God. 

God acted at this very point, experiential and philosophical. He struck at the heart of ungodliness. 

This is what Christmas is about, God dealing with evil in the world. The ungodly are the undevout 

and ungrateful of the world. They display qualities that a loving God abhors and practice things 

which he disdains while lacking virtues which he exemplifies and commands. 

Christmas is the season for the skeptic and the cynic to take note. All unbelievers should 
contemplate for a moment the notion that God became man in order to address the fatal flaw of 
humanity both personal and universal, individual and comprehensive. We are sinners.   

...Continued Inside 

Christ-Centered ● Bible-Based ● Mission-Driven 

 

 

NON-PROFIT ORG.  

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

GATESVILLE, TEXAS 

PERMIT NO. 84  

First Baptist Church of Gatesville 

912 E. Main St. 

Gatesville, TX 76528 

254-865-2014 

office@fbcgatesville.org 

www.fbcgatesville.com 

The Proclaimer 
First Baptist Church of Gatesville, Texas 

   First Baptist Church Christmas Dinner 

Sunday, December 8,  at 5:30 p.m.   

 

 

 

Bring Side or Dessert 

RSVP at 254-865-2014 

Hosted by FBCG Deacons 

1 Siera Haney 

3 Minnie Wright 

 O.B. Berry 

4 Gabriel Garcia 

5 Houston Brown 

8 Adam Baker 

 Bill Herridge 

9 Billie Cotten 

10 Emily Viss 

 Caleb Bullington 

13 Nancy Ashcraft 

 Dustin Finch 

14 Amanda Wolff 

15 Ronda Robinson 

 Brooklyn Pruitt 

16 Cory Kelly 

 Aylwen White 

 Mandy Jones 

17 Melissa Adams 

 Mary Hogan 

18 Clayton Cooper 

 Kailyn Ham 

 Johnny DeSpain 

19 Julie Hudson 

 Zachary Hudson 

 Cathy Long 

22 Casey Pruitt 

23 Brayden Meharg 

27 Zeek Baker 

28 Roger Travers 

 Tracy Sullivan 

29 Elaine Hodges 

 Tammy Cox 

31 Stephanie Streetman 

 

December 

Birthdays 



 

Wednesday Night 

Activities 

5:30 p.m. - Children & Youth 

Activities  

& Meal 

6:00 p.m. - Weekly Adult Bible 

Study 

7:00 p.m. - Worship Rehearsal 

**Dec. 11 - Last Wednesday  

for 2019** 

Sunday School 

Adults 
Dec. 1 - God Leads 

Numbers 9:15-23 

Dec. 8 - God Judges 

Numbers 14:5-19 

Dec. 15 - God Requires 

Numbers 20:1-13 

Dec. 22 - God Saves 

Matthew 1:18-25;Numbers 21:6-9 

Dec. 29 - God Calls 

Numbers 22:22-35 

 

Children’s 
Dec. 1 - The Good Samaritan 

Luke 10:25-37 

Dec. 8 - The Lost Son 

Luke 15:1-3,11-24 

Dec. 15 - Zacchaeus 

Luke 19:1-10 

Dec. 22 - The Birth of Jesus 

Luke 2:1-20 

Dec. 29 - Jesus at the Temple 

Luke 2:41-52 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

A missional, Bible-teaching fellowship which 

sincerely worships Jesus Christ. 

Children by Leigh Carroll 

50...that is how many Operation Christmas Child boxes our church filled!  Thankful for our 
church body stepping up and filling boxes.  These shoebox gifts for children around the world 
are an expression of God’s love and we are spreading the Good News as Jesus commanded us 
to do in the Great Commission in Matthew 28:18-20.  We have signed up most of our boxes 
on-line; in doing this we will be sent the destination of our boxes.  Look for an email in the 
near future with this information.   
 
Christmas is such an exciting time for children with all of the activities surrounding 
December...no school, Christmas trees, candy, and of course presents.  In December our 
children’s program will have a ‘Happy Birthday Jesus party!  It is a time of fun, fellowship, 
and our children hearing the Christmas story from Pastor David.  Come and join us on 
December 11, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. as he reads about the real Christmas “present”. 
 
Saving the best for last...we have another child being baptized on December 1, 2019!  Can we 
get a Hallelujah!!!  
 
As always, a big thank you to FBCG for praying for our children.  
  

JOY (Just Older Youth) by Janie Jones 

The holidays are upon us and there is a Christmas event and another JOY activity in early 
January 2020 on the schedule for the Senior Adult Ministry. 

On December 13 we will be traveling to Burnet for the Main Street Bethlehem production at 

6:00 p.m.  A sign up sheet will be in the Hospitality Room and if you have questions, please 
call Janie Jones at 254-223-0053.  

Mark your calendar for the Winter 50+ Adult Day at Latham Spring on January 9, 2020.  

More information to come or you can call Janie. 

Advent Devotionals 

Pastor David has written "Daily Meditations for Christmas" to help worship in our homes 
during the Advent season.  The devotionals are available on the First Baptist website at First 
Baptist Church of Gatesville, TX - Devotionals and will begin on December 1.  If you do 
not have access to the church website, but want a copy of the devotionals, please call the 
church office at 254-865-2014. 

  

 

   Emergency Contacts: 
 
   Richard Sweaney (Deacon Chair) 214-213-0887 
   Allen Place (Council Chair) 512-422-2774 
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The manner of God’s movement against evil is surprising--not the violent, military annihilation of evil that leaves us all as casu-

alties and all of us wondering why no other solution was possible. God addressed violence, disobedience, sin and evil by allow-

ing these things, working through humans, to kill his only Son. Two words stand out in the story of Jesus: love and death. God 

responded to the evil of the world with unconditional love. God loved us all to the dying point.        

It was terrible this murder of the righteous one. But it was also planned in the foreknowledge and predetermined counsel of God. 

“Christ died for the ungodly” (Romans 5:6). 

God knew that not one of us would ever be who we were created to be. Therefore, God’s one and only Son was born of a virgin 

on Christmas day. 

God became a man. He became a good man, good in the most authentic sense. He became a PERFECT man, a man as men were 

meant to be from their creation as designed by their Creator.  

Only this kind of man could take away our sin, God’s lamb without blemish, sacrificed on our behalf for the sins of the world. 

Christ reconciled us with God by eliminating the conflict. We were enemies of God. Christ identified all the places where we 

were wrong, sinful in our behavior. He addressed those through his blood. He made us clean and right through his death upon 

the cross for us.  

The ministry of reconciliation has been committed to us by God: “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not count-

ing men’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation” (2 Corinthians 5:19). 

God was “not counting men’s sins against them.” That would be a great Christmas attitude for all the upcoming family gather-

ings. In the light of God’s great gift of grace, how can we do less? Oh, if we could practice and pass on the reconciliation that 

God has given us and NOT COUNT sins this Christmas! 

By David E. Crosby, Pastor 

Visit Our First Baptist Church Website  

The URL is http://www.fbcgatesville.com (not .org).  Check the website for upcoming  
events, Weekly Bulletins and much more! 

Youth by Branton Tennison 
 
Hey everyone! I am super excited to celebrate this Christmas season with you! I am definitely 
excited for the Christmas carols! I am one of those people that could listen to Christmas carols 
year-round!  There are many opportunities to do things together this time of year that we don’t 
want to miss, so we are planning to do a couple of things together as a group that are still in 
the works. I will send out information when we have these plans finalized. We have finished 
our 8-week, Wednesday night study on the fundamental beliefs about God and are moving to a 
study on the person of Jesus. Please be in prayer for us as we dig deeper into who He is and 
what He has done for us! I look forward to celebrating the season of our Savior’s birth with 
you! Now I’m going to go put on some Christmas carols…  

By Richard Sweaney, Deacon Chair 

Behind the Scenes 

When we are working in our houses for our next event or special holiday; Diana Fincher and Jeannie Williams are busy at 

church!  Diana heads the church decorating team and Jeannie helps her to make the church look festive 

for the holidays and special events.  The ladies perform miracles making our interior look bright and 

cheerful for the seasons.   The large sanctuary Christmas tree, sanctuary, and foyer are just some of 

their beautiful results.  Last year’s Christmas Dinner and Upper Room events were decorated with 

great thoughtfulness and care; and this added to the grand results of the two very special events.  Thank 

you, Diana and Jeannie! 

Another faithful member of FBCG that helps make many events successful is James Ragland.  James cooks 

faithfully on Wednesdays and arrives at the church hours before all of us when we have any food needing to be 
cooked on the grill.  James is always there cleaning the pit, firing up the charcoal and doing the grilling.  During 
the Sunday service, James has moved upstairs and is running the live streaming of our worship service.  James 

has volunteered for many other needed church work currently and in the past, such as van maintenance, mission 
trips, audio for meetings and general repair on our facilities.  Thank you, James, for your faithful service. 

First Baptist Church Christmas Dinner   

We want to keep reminding members, visitors and their guests to mark your calendars for the church Christmas Dinner on Sun-

day, December 8 at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  There will be plenty of food, music, draw prizes and fun.  Again, this year 
the church will have an Angel Tree that will provide stocking stuffer gifts for the Care Center.  These gifts will be given to chil-

dren of families in need.  Turkey, ham dressing and the fixings will be provided; church members are asked to bring a side or 
dessert.  Contact a deacon or the church office if you would like a ride to and from this night event.  Please sign-up on the table 

in the hospitality room so that we know how many are planning to attend.  Hope to see you there! 

https://www.fbcgatesville.com/advent_devotionals
https://www.fbcgatesville.com/advent_devotionals

