
Baptizing Again! 

We have had a wonderful summer of teaching the gospel and seeing children, 
youth, and adults respond, professing faith in Christ. We baptized six in June, and 
we plan now to baptize again on Sunday, August 25. If you or someone you know 
is contemplating baptism, I am happy to meet and talk. 

Make sure you let Branton and Leigh know how much 
you appreciate their work. They have both done camp 
and VBS in the last few weeks. And now they are 
working on our fall ministry launch, ENGAGE FBCG 
’19, that will happen Wednesday, August 28, at 5:30 
p.m. We will preview the youth and children’s 
programming for the fall, missions and ministries as 
well as the adult Bible study for Wednesdays this fall, 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED.  

Bible study on Wednesdays in August will feature three 
much-quoted psalms, Psalm 1 (The Blessed Person), 
Psalm 2 (The Heathen Rage), and Psalm 23 (The 

Shepherd’s Heart). 

We plan to launch a new Young Adult (20s and 30s) Sunday School class at 9:30 
a.m. Sunday, August 25. If you are in that age group, I hope you will come and 
give it a try. We have identified 28 church members who fit in that age group, and 
we have many regularly-attending guests in that group as well. Kylen Kafer will 
have teaching responsibilities. 

I will teach the three sessions of the Discovery Class at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays 
September 8, 15, and 22. We will meet in the foyer area through the double doors 
on the right of the sanctuary. Anyone may attend this class that addresses 
connecting with God, connecting with His church, and finding your mission. 

PICTURE JOY continues through September 15. Beginning Sunday morning, 
September 22, we are going to take a look at Proverbs Chapter 3 with the theme 
BETTER RETURNS. This five-week study will have a companion devotional 
series available on our website, Disciplines that Make Us Wise. 

I am still working on a final edit of my book, The Values of Jesus. The publishing 
date has been pushed back to the spring of 2020. Thank you for praying for me as 
I try to finish this edit by August 31. The publisher will be Iron Stream Media. 
They bought out my previous publisher, New Hope. 

Pastor David 
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August  

Birthdays 
 

2 Janie Jones 

 Cason Herbelin 

 Frances Ragland 

5 Chris DeSpain 

7 Pat Craig 

8 Joyce Edmond 

13 J D Sheffield 

15 Pete Richardson 

16 Linda Barnes 

22 Christi Hellon 

23 Janice Gray-

Sheffield 

 Wanda Baker 

24 Clifton Cooper 

27 David Fincher 

 Bob Bates 

 Josephine Pollard 

     Great News about Pastor David Crosby 

The July 28, 2019 business meeting was a true blessing for FBCG. 

The Church Council and Personnel Committee completed conversa-

tions with Dr. Crosby regarding his possibly staying one more year 

past his contract time which was January 2020. It was voted on at 

the business meeting that Dr. Crosby’s contract will now run 

into January of 2021. This will insure he is here to continue 

helping our church and providing leadership in discipleship of 

FBCG and evangelism of the greater Coryell County community. God, through Pastor Da-

vid, has moved us “to become involved with God in His Work” as stated in Experiencing 

God.  Everywhere we look in our church, God is working.  We see new children, new adults, 

Baptisms, new events and a stronger Sunday School; as well as, technology and publication 

initiatives.  This extra year of leadership will also help us prepare for the next full-time min-

ister.  Congratulations Church on a great vote of confidence in leadership and direction.  Let 

us all keep praying and praising God for all the great things happening at FBCG.  Each of us 

must be willing to use our time and talents to be involved in God’s work here.  Dr. Crosby is 

still part-time and needs our support in his strategies and plans for our church’s future.  

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow! 



 

Mission FBCG “Clean-up” 
 
We were unable to go on a mission trip this 
summer and it has been suggested by several 
mission council members that we do something 
"in-house".  We want to do something that is 
very much needed in our church as expressed 
by many:  church facility clean-up. 
 
The Mission Council will sponsor a clean-up day for our church called 
"Mission FBCG Clean-up" on August 16 & 17 from 9:00a.m. to 
3:00p.m.!  The Properties Chair, Steve Bounds, agreed that this was a good idea,  
and we will work in conjunction with their Committee.  There are lots of closets 
and shelves filled with "stuff" that need to be cleaned out; as well as, many other 
clean-up and re-organization type projects.  This is not a work project just for the 
mission council, but for every church member to be involved.  There will be all 
types of jobs, so everyone can take part. 
 
One day is not enough, so the plan is to work on Friday, August 16 and Saturday, 
August 17 from 9:00am - 3:00pm with lunch provided.  The clean-up will be 
organized and planned out to make the most of the volunteer's time.  People can 
work when they can - any amount of time will be helpful. 
 
If you are willing to be a part of Mission FBCG Clean-up, let us know by signing
-up on the table in the foyer.  Please be a part of this worthwhile and much 
needed endeavor.  Contact Donna Sweaney, Mission Council Chair or Richard 
Sweaney for more information. 

Wednesday Night 

Activities 

Beginning Aug. 7 

6:00 p.m. - Weekly Adult 

Bible Study 

7:00 p.m. - Worship 

Rehearsal 

Beginning Aug. 28 

5:30 p.m. - Children & 

Youth Activities Resume 

Sunday School 
Adults 

August 4  – Enduring 

2 Timothy 3:12-17; 4:1-8 

August 11 – Living with 

Opposition 

Titus 1:1-5,10-16 

August 18 – Living with 

Integrity 

Titus 2:1-15 

August 25 - Living to Do 

Titus 3:1-11 

 

Children’s 
August 4 – Isaiah Stood 

Before God 

Isaiah 6:1-13 

August 11 - Hezekiah 

Isaiah 36-37 

August 18 - Prophecies 

About the Messiah 

Isaiah 1-66 

August  25 - Micah, Prophet 

to Israel 

Micah 1-7 
 

A missional, Bible-teaching 

fellowship which sincerely worships 

Jesus Christ. 

 

  

 

   Emergency Contacts: 
 
   Richard Sweaney (Deacon Chair) 214-213-0887 
   Allen Place (Council Chair) 512-422-2774 

Sunday School by Allen Place 

We are rapidly approaching our new Sunday School year.  On August 24, we 
will be having a Sunday school teacher workshop hosted by Tri-Rivers, from 
9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  All church members are invited to the training; you do 
not have to be a Sunday school teacher to attend.  In addition to hearing from 
our staff on how to better minister to our church family, I have asked Scott 
Coleman to give us a brief introduction to CPR in case the need should ever 
arise.   
Our church is working on having a new class of young adults starting in the 
new Sunday School year.  We are still in need of a teacher or teachers for the 
3rd through 6th grade classes, so please be in prayer for that class. Additionally, 
we hope to create a substitute teacher list for those Sundays when our teachers 
may be sick or out of town.  Please be in prayer for our Sunday School and our 
upcoming workshop. 

Children by Leigh Carroll 
 
August is here which means SCHOOL is almost back in session!  And this means 
Wednesday nights will start back on August 28, with our church wide ENGAGE 
FBCG ‘19 event!  Stay tuned for details!! But first let me keep you updated on what 
happened at VBS! 
 
You may have noticed we had crazy animals on our stage for a week in July!  These 
animals represented our Vacation Bible School, “Into The Wild!” There are so many 
people who need to be thanked, I cannot even name them all but would like to give some insight on 
who did volunteer!  Shannon Swanson-Bryan and her kiddos made magic with our animals & stage! It 
was amazing to see the talent the Lord has given her and how she is using it for the Kingdom. As al-
ways the kitchen crew was amazing: Cathy Norris, James Ragland, Skip Swanson and Ron Atterbury 
knock it out of the park each year! Sharon Streetman is always my go to with crafts...for real she should 
have a pinterest page. Branton Tennison was instrumental in bringing our worship time to life with his 
gift of music!  He brought a ton of youth in to help with the week! There are so many more who were 
volunteers and made this a great experience for our children.   
 
Oh, and here are the numbers... we had an average of 48 kids with four children accepting Jesus and 
one youth!  Can we get an AMEN!!  
 
Stay tuned for some amazing activities this year and as always, please pray for all our children and es-
pecially the ones who are new to the Kingdom of God! 

Visit Our New First Baptist Church Website  

The URL is http://www.fbcgatesville.com (not .org).  Check the website for upcoming  
events, Weekly Bulletins and much more! 

Youth by Branton Tennison 

The Youth are enjoying a week at Camp Eagle!  Can’t wait to share 
our experiences with you when we get back! 

Check out the video and pictures on our church Facebook and web 
site! 

 
                             ENGAGE FBCG ‘19 

Are y’all sitting down? We will give you a second...alright get 

ready for these two words from FBCG:  ENGAGE FBCG ‘19.  We 

are sure you are wondering why you sat down for these words? It’s 

not just words...it’s an opportunity to serve our amazing God at 

FBCG.  

Yes, you read it...see what the Bible has to say...Galatians 5:13…”serve one another humbly in love.” 

Now, get your calendar out...find August 28, 2019. Write down ENGAGE FBCG ‘19 @ FBCG 

@5:30pm...dinner served & opportunities for me!  Great, it’s a date!! 

Here’s your last task. We know, it’s tough...we have already given you two things to do...here’s #3! 

Pray and ask God how you can serve Him through FBCG.  

FBCG Ministers & Staff 


