
  

                                                                                                        

A visit with Pastor Gerry Metzger ...  
 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, …”   
(Matthew 25: 35a) 
 

            During noon time, it was her daily ritual to leave the 
office and stroll down Main Street.  On this journey, she was 
her own company.  While passing “The Diner,” she always 
slowed her pace; allowing a moment to gaze through the large 
picture window.  Glancing inside, she saw a microcosmos of 
the greater community.   

            “The Diner’s” lunchtime community ate, complained, 
debated, plotted, celebrated, planned and experienced the 
presence of each other.  What/Who ever she was looking for, Jo never found. Turning 
from the window, Jo picked up her pace in order to arrive at her office in a timely 
manner.      

            Whenever Little Jake was in town, he took time to rest on the bench across the 
street from “The Diner.”  From that location, he observed the community’s comings 
and goings.  Jake never hid his feelings about what he observed.  For some reason, Jake 
found fault with everyone.    

            Jake never saw himself as a dying breed; simply an individual who found great 
comfort in a solitary existence.  He was a person who found more comfort in his 
mountain cabin than on Main Street.  Community gossip declared Jake withdrew shortly 
after his parents’ deaths; around the end of his 5th grade year.  Jake withdrew to the 
family’s property and built his current home.  Jake withdrew from everyone wanting to 
help him because trust was overshadowed by his feelings of abandonment.  

            As Jake sat on the bench, he was mesmerized by Jo’s dance.  As he watched her 
dance, an unrecognizable emotion came alive within him.  Through this emotion, he 
knew exactly what Jo was feeling as she passed the Diner’s window.   Jake knew Jo while 
in grade school.  He knew Jo was now a respected lawyer.  He knew she could easily 
afford to eat all her meals at the Diner; if she did not care about her health or taste buds.  
Jake knew Jo had never married though she probably had many offers.  The longer Jake 
watched, the more he realized how much he knew about Jo.   

            Retreating from the bench, Jake wandered up to my office.  His entrance was 
akin to a bear waking from a long winter’s hibernation.  From earlier encounters, I knew 
Jake disliked boundaries - except those protecting his cabin.   When he barged into my 
office, I physically and mentally put away my work.  After making himself comfortable, 
Jake engaged in his version of small talk.  It wasn’t long before Jake’s conversation 
moved to Jo’s dance.  With incredible detail, he told me about his observations.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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          Weimar UCC has an informative website. If 
you haven’t looked at it, you might do so.   
 

          For your information, any donations made on 
line can be “designated” for a particular purpose by 
pressing “donate” and following directions. 

www.weimartxucc.com 

 

Weimar Food Pantry 
 

  Weimar Food Panty is still collecting food. Suggestions 

this month are flour and sugar (small bags), however, anything is 

greatly appreciated. You may drop your donations in the box pro-

vided in the church foyer.  Jenny continues to collect and take the 

donations to the designated area. Currently, the food pantry is 

open only once per month (they are not allowing anyone to enter 

the building). Once again, thank you to everyone who has contrib-

uted to the food pantry. 

 
 

UCC Special Offerings 
 

 At this time, we are not including envelopes in the church 

bulletins for special offerings; however, from time to time special 

envelopes are available in the foyer. 
 

 These offerings include — Neighbors in Need, Christmas 

Fund, One Great Hour of Sharing, and Strengthen the Church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

           I listened and wondered why Jo had such an 
impact on Jake.  If there was a “Jake normal,” it was 
distancing from people and embracing hunting, fishing, 
and silence.  The “Jake normal” was coming into town 
out of necessity and leaving as soon as possible.  For 
Jake, there were no circumstances in which he was 
comfortable getting involved in someone’s business.  
Early in our relationship, Jake made it clear he would 
prefer being in the “Pope mobile” when he came to 
town.  The “Pope mobile” allowed him to see everything 
without being touched by anything.  

          My years of training and experiences directed me 
against what was about to exit my mouth.  “Jake, WHY 
do you care about what Jo does or when she does it?”  
This question caused ear shattering silence....  “I am not 
interested!,” Jake snorted.   “I just thought you would be 
interested in the town’s going ons.”  

          “Jake, I am more interested in why you don’t ask 
Jo to join you for lunch!”    

          “Rev M, you are getting crazier by the hour.  She 
would never accept my lunch invitation.  Her world has 
never touched mine. She graduated from institutions and 
I got my education in the mountains. She works in an 
office and I live in the great outdoors.  You need more 
reasons to have things in common.”   

          “Jake, you might be amazed at what happens 
when you take a step into the great unknown.  She might 
accept.  Besides, I believe you have more in common 
than what lies on the surface.” 

          “What if she doesn’t accept?”  

          “If she doesn’t accept your invitation, you haven’t 
lost anything.  It seems you will lose more if you don’t 
ask her.  Perhaps the more important question is, ‘what if 
she does accept your invitation?’” 

          As so often happens when Jake gets placed in an 
uncomfortable corner, he walks out.  And so he did!   

          In the peace-filled silence that accompanied Jake’s 
departure, I began thinking about Jo and Jake.  Both had 
plenty of resources to feed their stomachs.  On the other 
hand, both were starving for the company which could 
transform a meal into an experience.  As Jo looked in the 
Diner and Jake looked past the people passing his bench, 
they both experienced an emptiness. 

          When Jesus spoke to those who saw him hungry 
and fed him, I think he was talking about more than 
bread and dried meat. Over time, I believe Jesus was also 

(Continued from page 1) talking about those who took the time to be with him in a 
deep and serious manner.  Perhaps he was also talking 
about those who wanted nothing from him other than to 
share the beauty of the moment. 

          Shalom, Pastor Gerry 
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Sermon Titles/Scriptures for August 
 

August 2nd Ninth Sunday after Pentecost— 
  Rev. Gerry Metzger 
  “Compassion Abounds” 
  Psalm 17:1-7,15, Genesis 32:22-31, Matthew 14:13-21 
 
August 9th Tenth Sunday after Pentecost— 
  Rev. Gerry Metzger 
  “Think Before Asking” 
  Psalm 105:1-6,16-22, 45b, Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28,  
  Matthew 14:22-33 
 
August 16th Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost—  
  Rev. Gerry Metzger 
                          “Faith!” 
  Psalm 133, Genesis 45:1-15, Matthew 15:10-28 
 
August 23rd Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost— 
  Rev. Gerry Metzger 
  “Who?” 
  Psalm 124, Exodus 1:8— 2:10, Matthew 16:13-20 
 
August 30th Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost— 
  Rev. Gerry Metzger 
  Unavailable at this time. 
    
*All sermon titles, scriptures and pastor are subject to change. 

August Volunteers 
 
 
 

He who will unlock & lock-up the  

building and adjust the air early each 

Sunday — 

Kelly Janak & Hugo Ricther 
—- 

Those who will care for the 

Sirnic Cemetery Plot — 
 

Marianne Muehr & Gretchen Maddux 
 

 
Thanks to All of you! 

What is happening at Weimar UCC 

Update on Church Finances 
 

  On behalf of your Church Council, I want to thank you for your continued finan-

cial support during this lengthy pandemic. Even though our offerings to the General Fund (the 

bank account we use to pay our monthly operating expenses) are below last year, our expenses are also   

below last year, mainly due to the fact that we have yet to employ a full-time pastor.  Pastor Cer-

vantes and his family continue to self isolate in Greeley, CO; therefore, our expenses are much 

lower than budgeted since we are using the services of supply ministers such as Rev. Gerry Metzger.  
 

  For the first six months of this year, our operating expenses were $36,750 and our offerings were 

$50,345.  Also, we continue to receive memorial offerings to our Building Fund which were $4,310.  However, we had 

no expenses for the first six months. 
 

  More members are using our on-line giving service VANCO, which is accessible through the church’s 

web-site.  Offerings through VANCO have increased dramatically and are up two and one half times over last year.  
 

  Thank you for your continued financial support of our church. 
 

        Ted Neely, Treasurer     (REVISED 7/17/20) 

Newsletter Editors 
Mindy Malatek & Loreen Rhodes 
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 Jewel Johnson, our brother in Christ and Pastor 

Emeritus of St. Peter’s Church of Coupland, died     

Thursday, July 2nd.  He served St. Peter’s for 17 years, 

starting in 1955 for four years and returning in 1968. In 

this Association, he also served as pastor of St. John’s 

UCC in Burton, St. John’s in Richland, and Trinity United 

Church of Niederwald.  Beyond the Heart of Texas, Jewel 

pastored churches in Dallas, Illinois, and Nebraska.  He 

and his wife, Mary, who passed away in 2016, lived a rich 

life of service and commitment.  Jewel was a committed 

peace and justice activist, a beloved pastor, a joyous singer, 

and a devoted husband and father.  He has given all of us 

a marvelous example of Christian ministry and faithful-

ness. We give thanks for Jewel and for the rich and full life 

he lived as we commend him to God’s eternal love and 

life. 
 

 This month, we say farewell to our brother in 

Christ, Ron Trimmer, and his sons Ben and Aaron.  Ron 

has accepted a call to Lake Ozark Christian Church in 

Lake Ozark, Missouri.  He has served as the founding  

pastor of Hope United in Georgetown for the past 10 

years and served at Friedens Church of Washington for 

several years before that.  He and Jan married in       

Washington, and they moved together with the boys to 

Georgetown with the shared commitment to the work of 

starting Hope United. We are grateful, too, for all he has 

given to the wider church and community.  He has been 

the chair of the Brazos Association Committee on Minis-

try, has served for a number of years as the chair of the 

South Central Conference New and Renewing Churches 

Committee, and has connected in many ways in the 

Georgetown community. Ron is a good friend to many of 

us. We send the Trimmer family off with love and prayers 

as they go to serve at Lake Ozark and to be closer to 

Ron’s family in the St. Louis area. 
 

 Our prayers are with the churches in the Heart   

of Texas Association who are in transition at this most 

challenging time.  These include Hope United, United 

Christian in Austin, Evangelical UCC in Lyons, and     

Weimar UCC.  We have others that have had pastoral 

changes this spring since the pandemic began, including 

Bethany Congregational in San Antonio and Church of 

the Savior in Cedar Park.  I know all of you are working to 

find the path God is calling you to follow, and we pray 

that the ministries of all of our churches will continue to 

be full and faithful. 

Blessings in Christ, 

Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 

———————————————————————-- 
 

Lifting Up Our Church 
In Prayer       

 

  As our church moves back into the pastoral search 
process, I think it would be great if everyone was taking a 
hands folded approach to lift up our church to help us see 
the plans the Lord has for us.   
 

 I am planning on putting together a series of very 
short daily devotions to help us focus our thoughts by 
having all of us praying the same thing that day. These 
devotions can be sent to you via text, email, or printed, 
and distributed so you can join in the joy of lifting up our 
Church. The times that the seas seem the roughest are the 
greatest times for growth! 
 

 If you are interested in joining us in this time of 
discernment and development, please text, call, or email 
me to let me know so I can add you to the list! 
 

    Pam Schoeneberg 
    512-332-6439 cell 
    Pasberg30@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blood Drive at Weimar UCC 

 

August 6, 2020   —   11:00am ‘till 5:00pm 
 

Sponsored by Encore Lady Lions 
 

Call Karen Kutac to make an appointment.   725-8919 

(Reminder, you must have an appointment.) 

mailto:Pasberg30@gmail.com
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Weimar UCC Worship Services 
  

 Our church is open for worship services!! Since 

the very beginning of this pandemic, it has affected many 

of us in our daily lives. We want you to feel safe when   

returning back to your normal daily routine. With that   

being said, Weimar UCC is taking every precaution to en-

sure a safe worship service for you and your family.  
 

 We have roped off every other pew in our church 

to make sure we have proper spacing between attendees. 

We regularly and frequently clean and disinfect areas regu-

larly touched, such as doorknobs, tables, chairs, restrooms, 

pews, etc. We have hand sanitizers throughout the church. 

When visiting the church, it is mandated that all wear a 

face mask and keep it on throughout the service and when 

visiting, keep six feet or more apart from other attendees, 

and we strongly encourage the at-risk population to watch 

the services remotely. If you’re not feeling well or have any 

of the COVID-19 symptoms, please remain home and 

watch  remotely.  
 

 Weimar UCC continues to offer our worship    

services online on our Facebook page (Weimar United 

Church of Christ) and YouTube (WeimarTXUCC). You 

can find our bulletin on our website at weimartxucc.com 

under “Info Center” - “Sunday  Bulletin,” or, you can pick 

one up from our outside mailbox on Thursday after Noon.  
 

 If you have any questions, please contact the 

church office or email ucadmin@cvctx.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

A Prayer Appropriate 
for These Troubled Times.... 

 
 A while back I read a story of a visiting pastor who 
attended a men's breakfast in the middle of a rural farming 
area of the country. The group had asked an older farmer, 
decked out in bib overalls, to say grace for the morning 
breakfast. 

 

 "Lord, I hate buttermilk," the farmer began.  The 
visiting pastor opened one eye to glance at the farmer    
and wonder where this was going.  The farmer loudly   
proclaimed, "Lord, I hate lard."  Now the pastor was 
growing concerned. 

 

 Without missing a beat, the farmer contin-
ued,  "And Lord, you know I don't much care for raw 
white flour."  The pastor once again opened an eye to 
glance around the room and saw that he wasn't the only 
one beginning to feel uncomfortable. 
 

 Then the farmer added, "But, Lord, when you mix 
them all together and bake them, I do love those warm, 
fresh biscuits.  So, Lord, when things come up that we 
don't like, when life gets hard, when we don't understand 
what you're saying to us,  help us to just relax and wait  
until you are done mixing.  It will probably be even better 
than biscuits.  AMEN.” 

 
 
 Within that prayer there is great wisdom for all 
when it comes to complicated situations like we are 
experiencing in the world today.  
 

 Stay strong, my friends, because our LORD is 
mixing several things that we don't really care for, but 
something even better is going to come when HE is 
done with it.  AMEN! 

(Author unknown) 



6 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Liturgists:    

2nd—Ryan Brandt 

9th—Linda Vornsand 

16th—Edward Davila 

23rd—Abigail Hilley 

30th—Jane Armontrout 
 

Acolytes: 

2nd—Chloe Brandt & Emily Wied 

9th—Callie Janak & Brinson Huette 

16th—Alex Vazquez & Caroline Koehn 

23rd—Rylen Lopez & Brisyn Dixon 

30th—Gavin Schoeneberg & Riley Kainer 
 

Ushers: 

2nd & 9th—Kenneth & Julia Krizak*, Peggy Hiatt 
Loreen Rhodes??? 

16th—Lizetta Vanicek*, Troy Vanicek, David & Deanna 
Niesner??? 

23rd & 30th—Dawn & Ed Davila*, Travis & Bianka 
Vanicek 
 

Greeters: 

2nd & 9th—Emily Latimer & Patsy Schmitt 

16th— Joyce Terrell ???  & Tammy Hilley 

23rd & 30th—Jane Armontrout & Shirlene Smith 
 

Communion Stewards:   2nd — None needed. 
 

Altar Flowers:   

2nd—Bob & Bonnie Parish 

    (In Memory of their Mothers, Zell Parish & Kim Briggs) 

9th—Brandon & Amarae Anders 

    (In Memory of Grandma & Grandpa Banse, Grandma &  

    Grandpa Anders, and Grandpa Vazquez) 

16th—Jenny & Clifford Grohmann 

    (In Honor of their Grandsons, Marshall Munson and Mason 

     James Munson) 

23rd—Bill & Gayle Barnett and Gloria Scott 

    (In Memory of Courtney Scott Massey and  

        Ernest & Mable Ruth Scott) 

30th—Lanette Kahlden & Family  

    (In Memory of Leslie Kahlden) 
 

**Altar Flowers — You will be assigned each year, hopefully around this 
same date. 

   
Please Remember  — 

If for any reason you don’t feel comfortable attending church during this time, please 
contact the office as soon as possible.   

August Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                 (If you see an omission or error on this list, 
             please call the church office so a correction can be made.)  
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Report from our Church Council 
 

 At 7pm on July 29, 2020, the Council met with an opening prayer from Council president, Kelly Janak. 
 

 All members agreed that the annual August Ice Cream Social is postponed due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

 Council has officially reinstated the Search Committee.  Reverend Cervantes has notified the Council that he is 
unable to fulfill the contract agreed upon and recommended the Search Committee be reinstated. The members of the 
Search Committee are the same as before:  Benita Huette, Ryan Schoeneberg, Alan Koehn, Marianne Muehr, Susan 
Miculka, and Paul Hilley. 
 

 Mindy Malatek has been excellent as our tech person, but she may want to take a Sunday off periodically.  
Council is asking if anyone, youth/adult, would like to be trained to back up Mindy. Please let the office know if you are 
interested. 
 

 Reverend Metzger has agreed to conduct a Confirmation Class this fall. As soon as possible, please let someone 
in the office know if your 8th-9th grader will be in the class. Rev. Metzger and the confirmands’ parents will determine 
dates/times for classes. 
 

 The council meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

        Respectfully submitted, Marianne Muehr 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Shine on, Friends! 

 Friendship is one of the greatest gifts a human being can receive.  It is a bond beyond common goals, common 
interests or common histories  It is a bond stronger than sexual union can create, deeper than a shared fate can solidify 
and even more intimate than the bonds of marriage or community. 

 Friendship is being with the other in joy and sorrow, even when we cannot increase the joy or decrease the  
sorrow. It is unity of souls that gives nobility and sincerity of love. Friendship makes all of life shine brightly. 

—Henri Nouwen 

 

 “A friend is one of the nicest things you can have, and one of the best things you can be.”    —Douglas Pagels 

 For many people, the coronavirus pandemic has 

been a test of patience — or worse.  Medically vulnerable 

people face an anxious time of hypervigilance.  Furloughed 

workers wait on hold or in lines for assistance.  Special 

events have been canceled or rescheduled. 
 

 Those not impacted directly deal with assorted 

frustrations and inconveniences.  Many people are learning 

the benefit of slowing down, being present (even virtually) 

to others and practicing patient attention. 
 

 Interestingly, scientist Isaac Newton did some of 

his best work when the plague forced Cambridge Universi-

ty to close.  At home, the inquisitive student invented cal-

culus and developed groundbreaking theories of gravity 

and optics.  Later, Newton called 1666 his annus mirabilis 

(“year of wonders”) and reportedly said, “If I have made 

any valuable discoveries, it [owes] more to patient attention 

than to any other talent.” 
 

 What have you discovered during the Covid-19 

crisis?  What appreciations have you developed for aspects 

of life you may have previously taken for granted?  What 

has physical distancing taught you about the value of 

neighbors, church, community volunteering? 
 

 During the pandemic, what have you learned 

about persistence and God’s presence?  What empathy do 

you now feel for writers of words such as, “I wait for the 

Lord, my whole being waits, and in His word I put my 

hope” (Psalm 130: 5)? 

—The Newsletter Newsletter 

Patient Attention, Valuable Discoveries 
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