
  

                                                                                                        

 “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. “ Psalm 119:105 

 

          Our little community was emerging through the haze 
of a collective hang-over more massive than the mountain 
range which stood sentinel over us.  The night before 
presented the largest wedding in the history of our valley.  
Everyone was invited.  With rare exception, everyone came.  
Those gathered feasted on a royal assortment of gourmet 
delights, and imbibed in the best adult beverages.  Everyone 
partied as though tomorrow would never come.    As I 
moved around the reception, I was amazed to see Little Jake in attendance.  He 
religiously stayed away from any gathering of more than one person.  As the 
night moved forward, I discovered Jake was the bride’s godfather.   

          Way too early the next morning, I grabbed a large cup of coffee and sat on 
my front porch.  My foremost thoughts shed light on reasons I should return to 
bed.  As I sat in the tranquility of the moment, I felt a spirit of healing moving 
through my body.  For a brief moment, I almost felt human.   

          As slow as that moment came, it was shattered in a split second.  I watched 
as Little Jake crossed the street; moving directly to my porch.  {If “The Cafe” had 
only been open, my peace would have continued.}  From the street to my porch 
he proceeded.  “Rev M, let me get a cup of your retched coffee and then I will tell 
you about the strangest thing I have ever seen.” 

          And he did!  Jake proceeded, “I walked into the reception area last night, 
and some guy in a funny suite asked my name.  I thought this was strange 
because I knew I would never see him again, let alone want to form a relationship 
with him.  But I decided to play his game and not question him.  I gave him my 
name and he instantly searched through the book he was holding.  Finally he 
looked up and told me I was seated at the pink table.  He continued to inform me 
there was a name tag which designated my seat.  Sure enough, there was a table 
with a pink cover.  Sure enough, there was a fancy piece of paper with my name 
on it.  Sure enough, no one told me why I could not sit where I wanted.” 

          “Jake, that is normal for large, fancy receptions.  Hosts extend a lot of energy 

developing the correct seating chart.  Those hosting are concerned about the guests’ 

comfort, and want to make sure combative forces are not next to each other.  They 

have an ever present fear about what might occur if certain people sit together.  I 

know firsthand the families invested a significant amount of time to insure the 

reception would be as perfect as possible.”                                          (Continued on page 2) 

 “Rev M, that makes 
no sense.  People should just grab a chair, enjoy and remember why they came to 

 

The Messenger 

Weimar United Church of Christ (UCC), Weimar Texas — Monthly Newsletter 

 

October 2020 
 

 

Office Staff 

Rev. G. Metzger, Guest Pastor 

Loreen Rhodes, Secretary 

Mindy Malatek, Pastor’s Assistant 

Ted Neely, Treasurer 

Patsy Schmitt, Custodian 
 

Church Council 
 

Kelly Janak, President 
 

Ross Jaster, Vice President 
 

Emily Latimer, Secretary 
 

Marianne Muehr, Worship 
 

Hugo Richter, Property/PPR 
 

Kristy Janak Janecka, Music 
 

 Pam Schoeneberg, 
Youth/Christian Education 

 

Dora Vazquez, Fellowship 
 

Darlia Maxwell 
Missions/Wider Church/ 
Evangelism/Stewardship 

 

Hal Leppin, At Large 
 
 

————— 
 

Volunteers 
Deena Richter — Offering   
Contributions Record Keeper 

 

Ed Hilley —  
Outside Church Sign Updates 

 

Kenneth & Julia Krizak — 
Care of & Changing Altar Cloths 

 

Chris & Gretchen Maddux — 
Keeping Oil in Altar Candles 

 

Organists/Pianists 

Karen Beken 
Carolyn H. Dahse 
Jenny Grohmann 
Joan Hunsicker 

 

Choir Director 
Susan Miculka 

 

Song Leaders 
Dickie Muehr 
Ross Jaster 

 



2 

 
 
 
 

          Weimar UCC has an informative website. If 
you haven’t looked at it, you might do so.   
 

          For your information, any donations made on 
line can be “designated” for a particular purpose by 
pressing “donate” and following directions. 

www.weimartxucc.com 

 

Weimar Food Pantry 
 

  The Weimar Food Panty is still collecting food for 

those in need, especially during this pandemic.  The sug-

gested item for this month is toilet paper; however, any-

thing is greatly appreciated. You may drop your donations 

in the box provided in the church foyer.  Jenny continues 

to collect and take the donations to the designated area. 

Currently, the food pantry is open only once per month 

(they are not allowing anyone to enter the building). Once 

again, thank you to everyone who has contributed to the 

food pantry.  

 

 

 

————————————————— 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Sunday School Has Resumed. 

  

                We have begun Sunday School classes for     
Children who are in the sixth grade or below.  The clas-
ses begin at 9:00 each Sunday morning and end around 
9:25.  All must wear a mask! 
  

                With that said, these children need teachers and 
we are asking for volunteers!!  Please add your name to the 
list provided in the foyer if this is something you feel in-
clined to do.  If you have any questions, you may speak 
with Pam Schoeneberg, our Christian Education Chair. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the party.  If I don’t like my chair, I will get up and 
find a better one.”  With those words hanging in the 
air, Jake departed for home and I was blessed with 
more moments of restful tranquility.   

 Jake’s words came alive weeks later as I was 
preparing for “World Communion Sunday.”  The 
first Sunday in October has always been very 
special.  Not only is it a remembrance of God’s 
blessings upon us, but also the remembrance of the 
vastness of God’s Family.  In the breaking of the 
bread and pouring of the cup, we are connected to a 
truth greater and more meaningful that simply 
ourselves.   

 In the breaking of the bread I can visualize 
all the walls that are built to separate us come 
tumbling down.  In the pouring of the cup, I can see 
a stream of love quenching all the destructive flames 
that spread around the world. 

 Even in remembrance of what God has done 
for each of us, I am not so naive as to believe God’s 
table will just automatically enjoy open seating.  For 
this to occur, everyone will have jettisoned all the 
secular baggage we tightly hold onto.  This baggage 
contains all the arguments we like to support.  This 
baggage contains all the reasons we see ourselves 
special and above others.  This baggage contains all 
the reasons we should never be inconvenienced.  
This baggage contains all the weapons of destruction 
we carry and use whenever possible. 

 I believe to build the table which will equally 
hold all God’s Family is possible.  All we have to do 
is live out Jesus’ great commandment.   Love God 
will all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind, and your neighbor like yourself.    

   Shalom, 

   Pastor Gerry 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Sermon Titles/Scriptures for October 
 

October  4th  Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost— 
   Rev. Gerry Metzger 
   “5+5” 
   Psalm 19, Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20,  
   Matthew 21:33-46 
 
October 11th  Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost— 
   Rev. Gerry Metzger 
   “Come As Your Are” 
   Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23, Exodus 32:1-14,  
   Matthew 22:1-14 
 
October 18th  Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost—  
   Rev. Gerry Metzger 
                           “Mirror’s Vision” 
   Psalm 99, Exodus 33:12-23,  Matthew 22:15-22 
 
October 25th  Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost— 
   Rev. Gerry Metzger 
   “Glimpse of Greatness” 
   Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17, Deuteronomy 34:1-12, 
   Matthew 22:34-46 
 
 
 
    
*All sermon titles, scriptures and pastor are subject to change. 

October Volunteers 
 
 
 

He who will unlock & lock-up the  

building and adjust the air early each 

Sunday — 

Kelly Janak & Ross Jaster 
—- 

Those who will care for the 

Sirnic Cemetery Plot — 
 

Carolyn Dahse & Ava June Vachala 
 

 
Thanks to All of you! 

What is happening at Weimar UCC 

 

Newsletter Editors 
Mindy Malatek & Loreen Rhodes 

 

Confirmation Class 

 The members of the 2020-2021 confirmation 
class are:  Kaiden Lange, Rayleigh Huette, Dalton 
Turlington, Delaney Turlington, Brooke Wanjura, 
and Zane Wanjura.   

 As we begin this faith journey, I invite you to 
keep these pilgrims in your prayers. 

 We meet on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of each 
month, following worship.   

 It is planned that Confirmation Sunday will be on 
Palm Sunday, March 28, 2021. 

    Pastor Gerry 
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Heart of  Texas Association News 

 

 The date of the Heart of Texas Association Fall 

Meeting has been moved to Saturday, October 24 at 10 

am to Noon, on Zoom (a shift from the original date of 

October 10).  The reason for the change in date is to allow 

us to prepare for a presentation on the proposed for-

mation of a Conference level Fitness Review Committee.  

The formation of this committee has been a project of the 

South Central Conference Board of Directors, and would 

be a joining of Associations (rather than a taking over by 

the Conference) in the work of ministerial fitness reviews.  

I will explain a little more about what this means below. 
 

 Our Association Executive Board will be putting 

the agenda together before the Fall Meeting, but we expect 

that we will have an emphasis on sharing from the church-

es about how we are doing our ministry during this time 

of enormous change, an opportunity to give toward needs 

generated by the pandemic, an update on what the work 

and needs of Slumber Falls are, and our normal    finan-

cial/budget approvals and other brief reports.  The leader-

ship of the Heart of Texas Association believes that it is 

perhaps more important than ever to share from our lives 

as churches in this time of change. 
 

 One of the most difficult, detailed, and time con-

suming tasks of our Committee on Ministry is a fitness 

review.  This work happens when a complaint regarding 

the fitness for ministry of one of our ministers is raised in 

a substantial way.  There is currently a thorough and     

demanding process for raising, investigating, and consider-

ing these types of complaints that the Association      

Committee on Ministry uses, as outlined in the United 

Church of Christ Manual on Ministry and supporting doc-

uments.  Since fitness reviews do not occur often, Com-

mittee members must be trained to understand and to 

work with this process when one does happen. Addition-

ally, the Committee often needs to do quite a bit of follow 

up work after a fitness review occurs.  Normally, our 

Committee on Ministry has a full load of work for its 

meetings working with our Members in Discernment and 

ministers before the major addition of fitness review work. 

An ongoing committee, composed of members elected 

from all of the Associations in the Conference, could do 

the demanding work of fitness reviews with members who 

are trained and experienced in this work.  That proposed 

ongoing committee, as well as a process to be able to join 

it, will be what will be presented at our Fall Meeting.  We 

would not vote on joining this committee until the Spring 

of 2021.  However, it is important for us to hear what is 

being proposed, to understand what we would be voting 

on, and to share feedback about it at this time. 
 

 We will be sending out the Fall Meeting Zoom 

link, the agenda and instructions to all of our churches, to 

our ministers, and to as many people on our email list as 

we can once we are closer to the meeting date.  It is my 

hope and prayer that this meeting will be uplifting, in-

formative, and a time of bonding and mutual support in 

our faith as we continue to do the work Christ calls all of 

us to do.  I hope many of you will join us. 
 

Blessings in Christ, Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 

 

—————————————————— 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 Thanks to all who worked on organizing the drive 
thru ice cream social, and to those who came to enjoy the 
ice cream and other goodies served. 
 

 Even though it turned out to be a rainy day, there 
was a fairly good turnout, and all involved had an enjoya-
ble time.  
 

_________________________________ 
 
 
 

Recently Received 

 

Dear Friends, 
 

 We hope all of you are staying safe and 

well.    We think of you often and we watch the 

services on Facebook Live as we are able. 
 

 Many blessings on your continued 

search for a pastor. 

        Love, 

        Jerry & Doris 
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The Best Medicine 

 

 Near the end of his life, Protestant reformer 

Martin Luther suffered debilitating headaches.  When told 

about a costly medicine that might offer some relief, 

Luther smiled and said, “My best prescription for head and 

heart is that ‘God so loved the world, that he gave his only 

begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 

perish, but have everlasting life’” 
 

 That Bible verse became a refrain for Luther on 

his deathbed.  “What Spartan saying can be compared with 

this wonderful brevity,” he said of John 3: 16.  “It is the 

Bible itself!” 
 

 After repeating the words of that Gospel-in-a-

nutshell verse three times in Latin, Luther exclaimed, 

“They are the best prescription for headaches and 

heartaches!” 

 

 

 

 

A Singular Focus 

 

 When we try to focus on too many things at once, 

sometimes we end up doing nothing well.   
 

 During a visit to their house (see Luke 10: 38-42), 

Jesus tells Martha that only one thing is needed and that 

Mary has chosen rightly.  Surely Jesus doesn’t mean that 

quiet devotion is needed while serving others is not.  But, 

when we let ourselves get “worried and distracted by many 

things,” we may lose sight of the one crucial thing: love. 
 

 St. Francis is credited with the following quote:  

“God came to my house and asked for charity, and, I fell 

on my knees and cried, ‘Beloved, what may I give?’  ‘Just 

love,’ God said.  ‘Just love.’” 
 

 And, in Galatians 5: 6, St. Paul writes, “For in 

Christ Jesus … the only thing that counts is faith working 

through love.”  Amid all the worthy pursuits that fill your 

days, remember to choose rightly — by choosing love. 

 
(Both of these articles are from The NewsletterNewsletter) 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Council News 
 

 

The church council last met on September 9, 2020.  
As of July 31, 2020, the balance of the General Fund 
Checking account was $3,985.69 and the General Fund 
Savings Account was $28,816.92.  The Building Fund Now 
Checking Account balance was $31,191.76.  

 

New Business:  Rev. Metzger has spoken to 
Kelly about having one service on Christmas Eve, at 6pm.  
Rev. Metzger has also started to get the confirmation class 
underway.  The council discussed the serving of 
communion and how we can make it safer.  We decided to 
order a package of a set of grape juice and wafer all in one 
and will be trying this method out soon.  The Search 
Committee has started the process of choosing a new 
pastor, again.  Live Streaming the Church Services has 
been going well. 

 

Committee Reports:  The Ice Cream Social will 
be held on September 20th.  October 11th is our Fall Fix 
Up Clean Up Day.  Pam stated she is looking into starting 
the Adult Sunday School Class again.  Hugo stated that we 
have had problems with the educational building, church, 
and parsonage.  He also said that Dora has been working 
hard to clean the parsonage.  Hugo mentioned that a glass 
door in the library was knocked out, so it was replaced.  
Darlia stated that we were making repayments through 
KIVA.   
 

 The Council will meet again on October 14, 2020 
at 7:00pm.  Ross Jaster will provide the devotional and 
have lock up duty in October. 
 

         Submitted by Emily Latimer,  
         Church Council Secretary 
 

 
 

Memorial Gift Suggestions 
 

 Below are several choices of funds you are 
welcome to pick from when making memorial contribu-
tions, or feel free to designate your own.  
 

Building Fund, Children’s Ministry Fund 
Sirnic Memorial Endowment, Parsonage Fund 

Ratliff Memorial Music Fund 
Church Landscaping Fund 

Mission Fund, New Church Start Fund 
Outside Storage Building Fund 

General Operating Fund 
 

 If you have questions about specific funds, please 
ask any church council member. 
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Liturgists:    

4th—Zane Wanjura 

11th—Ryan Schoeneberg 

18th—Kristen Baumbach 

25th—Abigail Hilley 

 
 

Acolytes: 

4th—Rayleigh & Brinson Huette 

11th—Rylen Lopez & Brisyn Dixon 

18th—Riley Kainer & Rayleigh Huette 

25th—Zoe Schoeneberg & Emily Wied 
 

 

Ushers: 

4th & 11th—Bob & Bonnie Parish, Frank Gosney and 
Ryan Brandt 

18th—Harris Kainer, Heather Kainer, James Kainer, 
Angela Wied  

25th—Hugo Richter*, Larry Schellberg, Glenn & Elena 
Horndt 

 

Greeters: 

4th & 11th—Carolyn Neely & Joyce Gosney 

18th & 25th—David & Deanna Niesner 

 
 

Communion Stewards:   4th —  Hugo Richter & 

          Melvin Hedt 
 

Altar Flowers:   

4th—Vicki & Jason Busa 

(In Memory of Charles & Mamie Davidson and 

Hugo Sr. & Alena Richter) 

11th—Brandon & Amarae Anders 

    (In Honor of their Children) 

18th—James & Carolyn Dahse 

    (In Celebration of their 55th Wedding Anniversary) 

25th—Ted & Carolyn Neely 

    (In Honor of their Family) 

**Altar Flowers — You will be assigned each year, hopefully around this 
same date. 

   
Please Remember  — 

If for any reason you don’t feel comfortable attending church during this time, please 
contact the office as soon as possible.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Zane Wanjura   
 William Brandt Wyatt  
3 Macy Friedrich  
4 Benita Huette   
 Alan Vazquez   
5 Gary Boeer   
 Grace Yoder   
6 Avery Hutchison  
8 Wayne McDonald  
 Marianne Muehr  
 Dax Dittrich   
 Susie Turner   
9 Debbie Janak   
10 Rosalie Latimer              
11 Bonnie Parish   
13 DeLisa Birdwell       
18 Howard Dahse        
19 Jesslyn Lednicky  
 Olivia Johnson              
23 Kelly Janak   
27 Glenn Horndt   
30 Cathy Schmitt   
31 Edward Davila   
 
 
 
4 Gerald & Donna Kosler   
10 Harvey & Linda Vornsand  
15 Scott & Benita Huette   
16 James & Carolyn Dahse   
26 Edward & Dawn Davila   
  

 
 

                                 (If you see an omission or error on this list, 
             please call the church office so a correction can be made.)  
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In Memory  of  Mrs. Joyce Terrell, from 
Patsy Schmitt (Sirnic Endowment Fund)  Jacklyn Marak-Bartosh (Outside Storage Bldg.)   
Kenneth & Julia Krizak (Outside Storage Bldg.)   Ross Jaster & Lee Beken (Outside Storage Bldg.)  

Jenny & Clifford Grohmann ( Building Fund) J. M. Adamcik  (Outside Storage Bldg.)   

Hugo & Deena Richter (Outside Storage Bldg.) Louis & Linda Barrilleaux ( Building Fund)   

UCC Evening Circle ( Outside Storage Bldg.) Wayne & JoLynn McDonald  (Outside Storage Bldg.) 

Dianne Finger  (Outside Storage Bldg.)  Marilyn Z. Floyd  (Outside Storage Bldg.)  

Loreen Rhodes  (Outside Storage Bldg.)  Ken & Sharon Korenek Miller (Outside Storage Bldg.) 
 

In Memory  of  Skip & Karen Sirnic, from: 
Bill & Susan Ambrose (Sirnic Endowment Fund)  
 

In Memory  of  Mr. Frank Briggs (Bonnie’s Father), from: 
Kenneth & Julia Krizak (Outside Storage Bldg.)  
 

In Memory  of  Mr. Reuel Walters (Julia’s Brother), from: 
Loreen Rhodes (Outside Storage Bldg.)  

 

September Worship Attendance 
 

August 30th—44 
 

September 6th—35 

September 13th—35 

September 20th—54 

September 27th—43 

 

These attendance records show how many folks attended 

the services in the sanctuary during this pandemic.  
 

An average of 127 Views per Sunday are being watched 

over Facebook and YouTube combined.  

 

 
 

Weimar UCC Dates to Remember 

 Confirmation class meets every 1st and 3rd Sundays 

following the worship service. 

 Fall clean-up/fix-up day, October 11 (no luncheon) 

 Evening Circle Meeting—Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 5:00pm 

 Flu shots at Hill Bank Pavilion, October 14, 11—1. 

 Heart of Texas Association Fall Meeting has been 

moved to Saturday, October 24 at 10am to Noon, on 

Zoom (a shift from the original date of October 10).   

Special Dates 

• Pastor Appreciation Month 
• World Communion Sunday, October 4, 2020 
• Reformation Sunday, October 25, 2020 
• Reformation Day, October 31, 2020 
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