
  

Annie and I are super-psyched to be here. I have been trying to get back to 

Texas for the last ten years or more, so to use the word “appreciative” doesn’t do 

justice to what I truly feel. We will just begin with a big ole hearty THANK YOU! 

Moving is never easy—especially later in life when the accumulation of one’s 

material possessions far exceeds the need to exist comfortably. For several months, 

packing has been my primary form of exercise. There were other logistical problems 

we encountered along the way. I won’t bore you with all the details. Just know that 

one of our favorite things to say throughout this process has been “there are so many 

moving parts.” The moment I uttered that phrase for the first time in relation to getting 

prepared for this move I realized its double meaning. 

One of the moving parts had to do with the calendar, specifically, what would 

be my last Sunday in Ferguson and what would be my first 

Sunday in Weimar. Typically, a minister with more common 

sense than I have will make sure there is an “off” Sunday 

between moves, you know, so that he or she can avoid 

potential undue stress and unintended “issues.” (As someone 

told me recently, his day is always good unless there are 

“issues.”) Also, ministers like to ease into a new calling, or so 

I’ve heard. 

But not me. Nope. I wanted to give Ferguson all I 

had until the last possible Sunday, while at the same time I 

wanted to get down to Weimar and be with you all as soon as possible! Those are 

what we call “opposing agendas.” 

My only option, then, was to hit the ground running, which is a not-so-old adage 

about starting something new at full speed from the beginning. I’m sure that at some 

point, my legs will give out and I will seek a moment of couch time, but until then 

I’m all yours the moment our feet hit the ground, hopefully free of fire ants. 

One thing you will learn about me is that I love to read about the origin of 

words or phrases. If I had had the option of going into another line of work, etymology 

would have been one of my top choices, even if it does sound like someone who 

plays with bugs. 

The origin of the phrase “hit the ground running” is worth a moment or two 

of our time. There seems to be three main theories: 1) When troops in combat got 

off the plane, boat, train, etc., they would hit the ground running to avoid getting 

shot; 2) When someone rode a train illegally, they would jump off the train and run as 
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New Pew Cushions 
 

At the request of our church council in 2021, the Evening 
Circle formed a committee to help the church with re-
placement of our aging pew cushions.  Committee mem-
bers Ava June Vachala, Lanette Kahlden, Gretchen Mad-
dux, Joyce Ohnheiser and Cynthia Seydler gathered infor-
mation on cost, comfort and durability of upholstery fabric 
and cushion foam. They vis-
ited several local churches 
that had recently purchased 
new cushions to view them 
and to get vendor, cost and 
fabric information. The com-
mittee chose five vendors to 
request quotes from based on 
interactions with the sales 
representatives and customer 
recommendations provided 
by the vendors. Wagonners, 
Inc of Hutchinson, Kansas 
was chosen by the committee 
to make the cushions costing $10,800. Church council ap-
proved this expenditure which was then presented to and 
approved by the congregation. This project has been fully 
funded because of generous donations received. The pew 
cushions were installed in April 2022, just in time for all to 
enjoy on Easter Sunday. 

 

 
 
 
 

Welcome Ms. Abigail Lee Little  
 

 
 
 
 

Abigail Lee Little, daughter of 
Jacob & Amanda Little and 
granddaughter of David & 
Debbie Little,  was baptized 
on April 3rd by Rev. Gerry 
Metzger.   

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

fast as they could so they wouldn’t get caught; and 3) 

When a Pony Express rider needed a new horse, they 

would hop on a fresh steed quickly to avoid any 

unnecessary delays. 

It is said that Butch Cassidy would keep fresh 

horses at strategic spots along his getaway route after a 

bank or train robbery so that he could outpace law 

enforcement and avoid capture. When I read that, I 

thought “no wonder they cast Paul Newman for that 

role.” 

Just so you know, I’m not running from the 

Missouri authorities. All I can tell you is that as someone 

who has tried to get back to my home state for a decade 

or more, I’m not wasting another minute. We’ve got some 

worshiping, praying, and singing to do. We’ve been called 

to life-changing, community-involvement, compassionate 

outreach work to do. We’ve got some learning, growing, 

and sharing to do on our “un-opposing agendas.” 

I know you’re already engaged in the work God 

has called you to do. I just hope I can run fast enough to 

catch up! 

                                        Pastor Jimmy 

 
 

Weimar Food Pantry 
 

            The Weimar Food Pantry is in need of donations. 
During May, canned fruits are 
suggested; however, any and all 
food items are greatly 
appreciated.  Please check 
expiration dates before donating 
as no items past their expiration 
dates are accepted.  
 

            Donations can be placed 
in the collection box in the church foyer and Jenny 
Grohmann will deliver them to the designated location. 
Thank you for everything you do to help support our 
community. 
 

 
Supply Shortage  

 
 

Currently there is a supply shortage on colored paper that 
we normally print for our newsletter. We have tried to get 

any color, but unfortunately, we are unable to get any 
from our supplier other than white. Thank you for your 

understanding.  

(Continued from page 1 
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Sermon Titles/Scriptures for May 
 

        May 1st  Third Sunday of Easter— 
   Rev. Jimmy Watson 
   “Open Evangelism” 

   Psalm 30, Acts 9:1-6, 7-20 

 
        May 8th  Fourth Sunday of Easter— 
   Rev. Jimmy Watson 
   Sermon—TBA 
   Psalm 23, Acts 9:36-43, John 10:22-30 
    
        May 15th  Fifth Sunday of Easter— 
   Rev. Jimmy Watson   

   Sermon—TBA 

   Psalm 148, Acts 11:1-18, John 13:31-35 

     
        May 22nd  Sixth Sunday of Easter— 
   Rev. Jimmy Watson 
   Sermon—TBA 
   Psalm 67, Acts 16:9-15, John 14:23-29 
    
        May 29th   Seventh Sunday of Easter— 
   Rev. Jimmy Watson 
   Sermon—TBA 
   Psalm 97, Acts 16:16-34, John 17:20-26 
 

 

Volunteers 
 

He who will lock-up the building and 

adjust the air after services each Sunday 

this month — Dickie Muehr 
 

Thanks to Kelly Janak and Hugo 

Richter for taking turns unlocking and 

adjusting the air before services. 
 

Those who will care for the 

Sirnic Cemetery Plot — 
 

  Kathy & Kelly Janak 
 

Thanks to All of you! 

What is Happening at Weimar United Church 

Newsletter Editors 
Mindy Malatek, Loreen Rhodes, 

and Jo Lynn McDonald 

 
$1 for 1 Offering 

 

 Council Stewardship Chairman Joe Wallace has determined that  

during  May we will collect offerings designated for Pastor Gerry and    

Jackson’s (his grandson) mission trip to Guatemala the end of July.  In   

Guatemala they will be sharing in the ministry of an orphanage. 

We are needing help with Live Streaming on Sunday morning and help  

for Ms. Patsy with cleaning the church (such as, but not limited to,   

mopping and vacuuming). If you would be of interest in helping our 

church please contact Mindy at the church office Monday or Thursday 

between 9:00 am and 2:30 pm, or email her at weimaruc@cvctx.com.  
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Your Evening Circle, at Work & Play 

 

 Reminder: The Evening Circle meets the second 

Tuesday of each month at 4:00 p.m. in the library. This month 

we will meet on Tuesday, May 10th. Hostesses for our May 

meeting are Julia Krizak and Ava June Vachala . We meet for 

about an hour and a half for fellowship time which means 

delicious food, a brief meeting chaired by Sandy Kainer, and an 

interesting devotional presented by Julia Krizak. Many times 

Julia reads a devotional written by one of our church members 

from previous years.  

We were happy to have as a guest Jenny Grohmann at our April 

12th meeting, in which she shared some of the events happening 

at the Weimar Public Library. 

Some of our recent Evening Circle Activities include: We 

continue to give 10% of our monthly offering to the Food 

Pantry. We continue our card ministry by mailing cards to shut-

ins, and those we think might enjoy getting a card. Mike Loessin 

is gracious to us by providing the cards we send out each 

month. Thank you Mike!  

We want to thank our pew cushion committee members of 

Lanette Kahlden, Gretchen Maddux, Ava June Vachala, Cynthia 

Seydler, and Joyce Ohnheiser for helping select the pew 

cushions for our church. The beautiful pew cushions were in 

place for our Easter Sunday Service. We thank Jenny 

Grohmann for finding the old pew cushions a new church 

home.  

We are now in the Second Committee for funeral receptions, 

which is May thru August. Ava June Vachala is the Chairperson 

with helpers Julia Krizak, Sandy Kainer, Marianne Muehr, and 

Jenny Grohmann. (See 2022 Yearbook for more information.) 

Anyone wanting to volunteer to help at the funeral receptions 

should contact the church office or one of the ladies listed 

above.  

ElderFest will be on the third Thursday of May, which would be 

May 19th at 11:30 a.m. We always  have a good time having 

between 15 to 20 people attend this event. Everyone is 

welcomed to come to visit, eat some delicious food, and play 

dominoes and cards. 

We invite all ladies to come and join or visit our Evening Circle 

group for a wonderful time of Christian Fellowship. We do 

have fun! 

   Submitted by Jo Lynn McDonald 
 

 
 

 

(Courtesy of Joe Wallace) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome Our New Members 
 

On Sunday, April 3rd we welcomed 4 new members to 
Weimar United Church. Please welcome Sam Barr, Jean 

Redus, Joyce Ohnheiser, and Pastor Gerry Metzger. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(pictured from left to right, Kelly Janak, Pastor Gerry Metzger,  

Jean Redus, Joyce Ohnheiser, and Sam Barr) 
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 See Insert for Memorial Gifts 
 

 

(Any memorials given after April 25th will be posted in the June Newsletter.) 
 
 
 
 

Memorial Gift Fund Suggestions 

Children’s Ministry Fund, Sirnic Memorial Endowment Fund,  

Parsonage Fund, Ratliff Memorial Music Fund, Building Fund, Church Landscaping Fund,  

Mission Fund, New Church Start Fund, Outside Storage Building Fund, General Operating Fund,  

New Pew Cushion Fund, Ladies’ Evening Circle  

Louis Albert Barrilleaux 

December 30, 1947—March 27, 2022 

Elliott F. Koehn 

September 11, 1934—March 31, 2022 
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              May Worship Assistants 
 

Liturgists:    
1st—Shannon Adamcik 

8th—Erin Hogan 

15th—Ryan Brandt 

22nd—Mike Antosh 
29th—Kelly Janak 
 

Acolytes: 

1st—Emily Wied & Gavin Schoeneberg 

8th—Madeline Antosh & Callie Janak 

15th—Caroline Koehn & Brock Antosh 

22nd—Chole Brandt & Emily Wied 

29th—Hadley Brandt & Kelsey Wied 
 

Communion Stewards: 
1st—Lanette Kahlden & Jo Lynn McDonald 
 

Ushers: 
1st & 8th—Dora Vazquez*, Mindy Malatek, Anton 
Vazquez, Alex Vazquez 

15th & 22nd—James Kainer*, Vance Adamcik, Pasty 
Schmitt, Drew Adamcik 

29th—Wayne & Jo Lynn McDonald*, Christian & Angela 
Rabel 
 

Greeters: 
1st & 8th—Valerie Harmon & Melissa Dittrich 

15th & 22nd—David & Shirlene Smith 

29th—Alice Friedrich & Peggy Hiatt 
 

Altar Flowers:   
1st—Wayne & Jo Lynn McDonald 

 In Honor of Rev. Jimmy & Annie Watson 

8th—Dalinda Shelton 

             In Memory of Ava Koehn, Gladys Hill, and 

 Erna Koehn 

15th—Their Grandchildren 

 In Memory of Arthur & Wilma Beken 

22nd—Rosalie & Emily Latimer 

 In Memory of George Latimer 

29th—The Ted Brandt, Ryan Brandt, Kiefer Wyatt, and  

 Joyce Ohnheiser Families 

 In Memory of Ewald & Hilda Brandt, Virginia  

  Brandt, & Allen Ohnheiser 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

    (If you see an omission or error on this list, 
  please call the church office so a correction can be made.) 
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Worship Attendance 
April 3rd—92 
April 10th—66 

April 14th—53 (Maundy Thursday) 
April 17th—28 (Sunrise) 

April 17th—126 (Easter Service) 
April 24th— 67 

 

(April Average — 88) 
 

 

These attendance records show how many folks attended 
the services in the sanctuary.  Services are streamed, and an 
average of 65 views per Sunday are being watched over 
Facebook and YouTube combined.  

 

 

 

 

Weimar United Church Dates to Remember 
 Mother’s Day—May 8th  
 Evening Circle Meeting, May 10th @ 4:00pm.  
 Church Council Meeting May 11th @ 7:00 pm. 
 Honoring High School Graduates—May 15th 
 ElderFest, May 19th, Thursday @ 11:30am  
 Newsletter Articles are due Monday, May23rd.  
 South Central Conference Annual Meeting at Camp 

Allen—May 27th—29th  
 5th Sunday Hymn Sing/Lunch—May 29th 
 Memorial Day—May 30th 
 Pentecost—Strengthen the Church Offering—June 

5th 
 Vacation Bible School—June 6th—9th  
 Brotherhood’s Annual Fish Fry—June 18th at 

6:30pm 
 Father’s Day—June 19th  
 June 25th—65th Anniversary of the United Church 

of Christ 
 June 27—30 National Youth Event, Purdue Univ, 

Indiana 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We Are Honoring Our High School Graduates 

On Sunday, May 15th we will be honoring our graduates 
during worship. If you have a high school graduate this 

year, please let the office know by May 9th  
(979-725-8315 or email weimaruc@cvctx.com). 

           

              We Remember 

 

 
More than 150 years ago, Memorial Day took shape amid 
the backdrop of the U.S. Civil War. Before it ended, 
women began decorating the graves of fallen soldiers. In 
1868, when May 30 was designated as Decoration Day, 
loved ones placed flowers on the graves of Union and 
Confederate soldiers alike. 
 
By 1882, Decoration Day became known as 
Memorial Day, and soldiers who died in 
other wars were honored too. Over time, it 
became a day to remember all loved ones 
who have died — in war and otherwise. In 
1971, Congress declared Memorial Day a 
national holiday to be observed on the last 
Monday in May. On Memorial Day, we 
pause to remember people who made the ultimate sacri-
fice for their country and for our freedom. We also pray 
for those who continue serving, especially those in harm’s 
way. 
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