
  

Jesus said, “Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.”  Pilate said to 
him, “WHAT IS TRUTH?” 
 
            These words from John’s Gospel form the concluding bookend to our 
Lenten Journey for 2021.  Since we will not begin Lent until Ash Wednesday on 
February 17th, these opening words about truth might seem premature.  That is, 
unless each of us is seeking a meaningful goal for this year’s Lenten Journey.   
 

            Rather than giving up soda, sweets, adult beverages, or our least favorite 
vegetables for the 45 days of lent, what if we included a 
meaningful search to our Lenten experience?  What if the 
touchstones along the journey were: 

1. Exploring the truth about our relationship with 
God. 

2. Exploring the truth about our willingness to accept a 
ministry, and practicing that ministry in new and 
expanding ways. 

3. Exploring the truth about our stewardship in God’s 
creation. 

4. Discerning the truth in the turbulent seas of 
misinformation and outright lies. 

5. Exploring Pilate’s question as you look beyond what seems apparent to see 
what is real. 

 

            For most of my life, I found it extremely easy and meaningless to give up 
“stuff” for Lent.  I discovered Lent’s deeper level when I added a meaningful 
experience to my life.  It was at that time when I began to see how my life could gain 
meaning during Lent.  I also found when I added positive goals to my life, it was 
easier to stay the course rather than seek “loop holes” to sneak in my favorite piece of 
candy. 
 

            Because of God’s love, we are able to determine how we will spend our time 
between Ash Wednesday and the Cross.  How we spend our time will determine how 
our journey will prepare us for what lies on the other side of the Cross.  

 

            Moving from the individual to the corporate body, I share a prayerful way of 
how we can be united even in this time of preferred separation.   Let us expand our 
prayer life by including: 
 The week of February 21 - the Church’s Staff 

 The week of February 28 - the Church Officers and Church Council 

 The week of March 07 - the members of the Search Committee 

 The week of March 14 - the participants in our Christian Ed. Program 
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Office Staff 

Rev. G. Metzger, Guest Pastor 

Loreen Rhodes, Secretary 

Mindy Malatek, Pastor’s Assistant 

Ted Neely, Treasurer 

Patsy Schmitt, Custodian 
 

Church Council 
 

Kelly Janak, President 
 

Ross Jaster, Vice President 
 

Emily Latimer, Secretary 
 

Marianne Muehr, Worship 
 

Hugo Richter, Property/PPR 
 

Kristy Janak Janecka, Music 
 

 Ryan Schoeneberg, 
Youth/Christian Education 

 

Dora Vazquez, Fellowship 
 

Mike Antosh 
Missions/Wider Church/ 
Evangelism/Stewardship 

 

Dickie Muehr, At Large 
 
 

————— 
 

Volunteers 
Deena Richter — Offering   
Contributions Record Keeper 

 

Ed Hilley —  
Outside Church Sign Updates 

 

Kenneth & Julia Krizak — 
Care of & Changing Altar Cloths 

 

Chris & Gretchen Maddux — 
Keeping Oil in Altar Candles 

 

Organists/Pianists 

Karen Beken 
Carolyn H. Dahse 
Jenny Grohmann 
Joan Hunsicker 

 

Choir Director 
Susan Miculka 

 

Song Leaders 
Dickie Muehr 
Ross Jaster 

        (Continued on page 2) 
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          Weimar UCC has an informative website. If 
you haven’t looked at it, you might do so.   
 

          For your information, any donations made on 
line can be “designated” for a particular purpose by 
pressing “donate” and following directions. 

www.weimartxucc.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Service on February 14th 
 

 One piece of the curriculum for the Confirmation 
Class is to design and implement a worship service.  The 
foundation for this was laid in our study and discussion of 
the elements which are included in our service.  Layered on 
top of this foundation is the reality that worship speaks to 
each of us in different ways.   
 

 I pray that as you enter worship on the 14th, you 
will celebrate the statement our Confirmands are making, 
and receive with gratitude their offering.   
 As my heart continues to remind me, “the young 
members of our congregation are not only the future of 
the church; they are the present of the church.” 
 

                                  Shalom, 

      Pastor Gerry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 The week of March 21 - the Confirmands as they 
prepare for Confirmation Sunday 

 The week of March 28 - church family members we 
have not seen over the past year 

    Shalom, 

           Pastor Gerry 

 

———————- 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

“The Power of Love” 

 

 By comparing love to everything from oxygen to 
fire to wind and war, songs and poetry emphasize its 
immense power — for good or for ill. 
 

 Christian author Patrick Morley uses metaphors 
that focus on love’s practicality in everyday life:  “Love is 
the glue that holds us together and the oil that keeps us 
from rubbing each other the wrong way.”  He also calls 
love, “the WD-40 of relationships” because it “can seep 
into tight places where logic, threats and even promises 
just can’t seem to penetrate.” 
 

 St. Augustine, who predated WD-40 by 
centuries, knew that love not only eases friction in 
personal interactions but, with God’s help, can change 
hearts and lives.  “Love all [people], even your enemies,” 
he advises.  “Love them, not because they are your 
brothers or sisters, but that they may become your 
brothers or sisters.  Thus, you will ever burn with 
fraternal love, both for him who is already your brother 
or sister, and for your enemy, that he or she may become 
your brother or sister.” 

TheNewsletterNewsletter 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Sermon Titles/Scriptures for February 
 

February 7th Fifth Sunday after Epiphany— 
  Rev. Gerry Metzger 
  “Eternal Energy” 
  Psalm 147:1-11, 20c, Isaiah 40:21-31, Mark 1:29-39 
 

February 14th Transfiguration— 
  Rev. Gerry Metzger 
  “Look Up” 
  Psalm 50:1-6, 2 Kings 2:1-12, Mark 9:2-9 
 

February 17th Ash Wednesday—  
  Rev. Gerry Metzger 
                          “Bath Time” 
  Psalm 51:1-17, Isaiah 58:1-12, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

February 21st First Sunday in Lent— 
  Rev. Gerry Metzger    

  "Receiving Ministry” 
  Psalm 25:1-10, Genesis 9:8-17, Mark 1:9-15 
 

February 28th Second Sunday in Lent— 
  Rev. Gerry Metzger    

  “Vision Check” 
  Psalm 22:23-31, Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16, Mark 8:31-38 
 

    

*All sermon titles, scriptures and pastor are subject to change. 

 

February Volunteers 
 

He who will unlock & lock-up the  

building and adjust the air early each 

Sunday — 

Ryan Schoeneberg 
—- 

Those who will care for the 

Sirnic Cemetery Plot — 
 

Lynelle Schwenke & Loreen Rhodes 
 

Thanks to All of you! 

What is happening at Weimar UCC 

Newsletter Editors 
Mindy Malatek & Loreen Rhodes 

Synopsis of  our Annual Congregational Meeting 
  The Weimar UCC Annual Congregational Meeting was held after the worship service on January 17, 
2021, with Council President Kelly Janak calling it to order.  Rev. Gerry Metzger led with an opening prayer.   
 

  The Annual Reports for 2020 were distributed to those members present.  The minutes of the January 
19, 2020 Annual Meeting were presented and accepted as written.  The treasurer’s report for 2020 was presented and 
accepted.  Rev. Metzger gave a quick report thanking everyone who has let him know our prayer requests.  He spoke 
about our learning to live stream and have thus been able to reach out to so many more people this way.  He is looking 
forward to 2021 and hopes that it will be filled with joy, love, and hugs.   
 

  The proposed 2021 budget was reviewed and approved.  Nominated to fill vacated council slots were 
Ryan Schoeneberg, Dickie Muehr, and Mike Antosh.  All three were accepted by acclamation.  Ross A. Jaster   
volunteered to serve as our Heart of Texas Association Representative during 2021 and 2022.  The Annual Conference 
Meeting location and dates are to be determined.  Ryan Brandt attended as an alternate last year and will attend as a 
delegate this year.  Since no one has yet volunteered to attend the meeting as alternates, the council will search further.  
This concluded the business to be conducted and the meeting was adjourned.   
 

Action Taken at the Council Meeting on January 20:   
  The three new council members were elected to the following positions:    
   Ryan Schoeneberg ….. Youth and Christian Education Chairman 
   Dickie Muehr ….. Member At Large; and,  
   Mike Antosh ….. Missions/Wider Church/Evangelism/Stewardship Chairman. 
 

                  Submitted by Emily Latimer, Church Council Secretary 
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Heart of  Texas Association News 
 

 The Heart of Texas Association Committee on 
Ministry licensed Rene Slataper during its January 19th 
meeting.  Rene is currently serving as Minister of Outreach 
and Organizational Development at Labyrinth Progressive 
Student Ministries in Austin, an ecumenical college 
student ministry based near the University of Texas. The 
ministry is supported by several Austin area churches.  
Rene is also a student in the online Master of Divinity 
program at Chicago Theological Seminary and is a 
Member in Discernment with the Heart of Texas Associ- 
ation. He is a member of the Congregational Church of 
Austin, where he also currently works part-time as their 
video technician.  Rene is also a recipient of multiple 
scholarships from the national UCC.  We receive Pastor 
Rene with joy as he begins licensed ministry in the Heart 
of Texas Association. 
 

 It is with sadness that I share that the Evangelical 
Church of Lyons has voted to leave the United Church of 
Christ and give up its membership as a church in the 
Heart of Texas Association.  The Lyons church has been 
part of the former Brazos Association and then later part 
of Heart of Texas since the South Central Conference 
became part of the United Church of Christ. Our ties have 
been long and heartfelt, with good memories over the 
years of meeting with them, sharing their joy as the church 
fellowship hall and sanctuary were rebuilt, and having their 
members be active and great supporters of the Association 
and at Slumber Falls Camp.  They have recently called 
Andrew Keuer as their pastor, and have decided to head in 
a different direction in their ministry.  They leave us with 
our appreciation for their many years with us, and with 
every hope and prayer that their ministry will flourish in 
faithfulness and joy in the years to come. 
 

 Tom VandeStadt has announced his retirement as 
pastor of the Congregational Church of Austin as of the 
end of February 2021.  Tom has served Congregational 
Church for nearly 20 years and has led the church in many 
ways -- in homeless outreach, in excellent worship, 
through his active social justice work in Austin, and in 
caring ministry. We wish Tom well as he prepares for this 
transition in his life, and offer prayers for Congregational 
(the church where I am a member) as it joins several other 
churches in the Heart of Texas in a time of transition and 
search for new leadership in Christ’s ministry. 
 

Blessings in Christ, 
Liz Nash, Association Minister 

 
 
 
 

Do You Remember Your Baptism? 
 

As most of you know, I was baptized on January 
24th by Rev. Gerry Metzger at Weimar UCC. Through this 
article, I want to share with you my faith journey and why I 
chose to be baptized at this time. I feel we all have a choice 
as to when we are baptized.  I know some people  believe 
we should be baptized as infants, and some believe the 
time to be baptized is when one is of age to make that de-
cision for oneself. When I was interviewed for the position 
I now fill here at Weimar UCC, I remember being asked if 
I was involved with or a member of 
any church. With my response being 
“no,” I just knew I would not be 
hired; however, I was wrong.  All of 
you welcomed me with open arms 
and supported me in every way.  
Everyone here has helped guide me 
when I had questions, and believe 
me, I had many …. Just ask Loreen! 
Even though I asked many questions, and still do, no one 
ever made me feel slighted about that. All of my questions 
were faithfully answered by you, without hesitation. 

 

A few Sundays ago, Rev. Metzger asked these 
questions during his sermon, “Have you been baptized?  If 
you were, how many of you remember your baptism?” A 
few in attendance raised their hands.  This was when I be-
gan thinking about myself.  Here I have an opportunity to 
continue my faith journey by being baptized, and, I am of 
an age where I will remember it.  So, I decided, “this was 
the perfect time.” 

 

I know that no matter what stage you are in your 
beliefs or your age … you are always welcome by Jesus 
with open arms. It was not just Jesus who influenced my 
decision to be baptized at this time and gave me the cour-
age to do so; it was each and every one of you for impact-
ing my life in one way or another. Each of you has inspired 
me spiritually and supported me when I was feeling weak. 
Now, all of you are not just people whom I have met; you 
are part of my family and I feel that I am a part of your 
church family. So, in the future when I’m asked, “Do you 
remember your baptism?”, I can reply “yes” and remember 
who helped guide me in my faith journey!  And, to all of 
you, just remember “it was YOU!”  

 

In hopes of inspiring others, no matter where you 
are in your spiritual journey, remember it’s never too late 
to be baptized. We are here to support you in your faith 
journey. And, I remembered the words of the Lord, how 
he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit.’ Acts 11:16. 

 
  With Many Blessings, 
  Mindy Malatek 
                         Pastor’s Assistant, Weimar UCC 
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In Memory  of Mr. Tommy Brasher, from: 
Kenneth & Julia Krizak (Outside Storage Bldg.)  Marianne & Dickie Muehr (Evening Circle) 

   

In Memory  of  Skip & Karen Sirnic, from: 
Susan & Bill Ambrose (Sirnic Endowment Fund)    
 

In Memory  of Mrs. Lllian Kahlden, from: 
Mike & Judy Winkler (Outside Storage Bldg.)   
 

In Memory  of Mrs. Alice Hattermann, from: 
Dalinda Shelton (General Fund)   
 

In Memory  of Mrs. Joyce Terrell, from: 
Dalinda Shelton (General Fund)    Kelly & Kathy Janak (Building Fund)  

 

In Memory  of Mr. Frankie Neiser from: 
Marianne & Dickie Muehr (Evening Circle)  
 

In Memory  of Mr. David McCoskey from: 
Marianne & Dickie Muehr (Evening Circle)  
 

In Memory  of Mr. David Husmann from: 
Marianne & Dickie Muehr (Evening Circle)  
 

In Memory  of Mrs. Gertrude Wied, from: 
Marianne & Dickie Muehr (Evening Circle)  

 
 

Memorial Gift Fund Suggestions  

Building Fund, Children’s Ministry Fund, Sirnic Memorial Endowment Fund, Parsonage Fund, 

Ratliff Memorial Music Fund, Church Landscaping Fund, Mission Fund, New Church Start Fund,  

Outside Storage Building Fund, General Operating Fund 

Weimar UCC Evening Circle (recently added)  

 

(Any memorial donations made after January 27th will be listed in the next newsletter.) 
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February 
 

Liturgists:    

7th—Elliott Koehn 

14th—Ryan Schoeneberg 

17th—Kristy Janak-Janecka 

21st—Julia Krizak 

28th—Kelly Janak 
 

Acolytes: 

7th—Chloe Brandt & Rylen Lopez 

14th—Callie Janak & Gavin Schoeneberg 
17th—Brisyn Dixon & Brinson Huette 

21st & 28th—Rylen Lopez & Callie Janak 

 

Communion Stewards: 

7th—Ross A. Jaster 

17th—Hugo Richter 
 

Ushers: 

7th & 14th—Alice Friedrich*, Melissa Dittrich,  

  Brandon & Amaree Anders 

17th, 21st & 28th—Christian & Angela Rabel*, 

  Mary Cowling, Amanda Turlington 
 

Greeters: 
7th & 14th—Deena Richter & Jane Armontrout 

17th, 21st & 28th—Paul & Tammy Hilley 
 

Altar Flowers:   
7th—Paul & Tammy Hilley 

14th—Hugo & Deena Richter 

     In Memory of Charles & Mamie Davidson;                            

               Alma & Albert Richter; Hugo Sr. & Alena Richter 

17th, Ash Wednesday—Use’s Sunday’s 

21st—Chris & Gretchen Maddux 

 In Honor of their Children and Grandchildren 

28th—Harvey & Linda Vornsand 

 In Memory of their Parents—- 

             Alvin & Katie Vornsand and Bill & Ottilia Klare 

 

**Altar Flowers — You will be assigned each year, hopefully 

around this same date. 
 
 

Please Remember  — 
If for any reason you don’t feel comfortable attending church during this time, please 

contact the office as soon as possible.   

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      
 

 
 
 

 This information has been removed for online privacy 
 

                             
 
 

(If you see an omission or error on this list, 

              please call the church office so a correction can be made.) 
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Worship Attendance 
January 3rd—37 

January 10th—38 

January 17th—46 

January 24th—39 

January 31st—N/A 
 

(January Average — 40) 
 

 

 

These attendance records show how many folks attended 
the services in the sanctuary.  Services are streamed due to 
the pandemic, and an average of  127 views per Sunday 
are being watched over Facebook and YouTube combined.  

 
 

Weimar UCC Dates to Remember  

 Confirmation class meets every 1st and 3rd Sunday 
 Evening Circle Meeting—February 9 at 4:00pm 
 Council Meeting, February 10 at 7:00pm 
 Newsletter articles are due by February 17 
 Ash Wednesday Service, February 17 at 7:00pm 
 The First Sunday in Lent is February 21st. 
 Please help keep our community food pantry stocked.  

Cereals (hot or cold) are requested during February, and 
small or medium size containers are best. The collec-
tion box is in the church foyer. 

 Confirmation — Palm Sunday, March 28th 

Message Unspoken 
 

 A member of the church, who previously had been 
attending regularly, stopped going.  After a few weeks, the 
pastor decided to visit him.  It was a chilly evening and the 
pastor found the man at home alone, sitting before a 
blazing fire.  Guessing the reason for his pastor’s visit, the 
man welcomed him, led him to a comfortable chair near 
the fireplace, and waited. The pastor made himself at home 
but said nothing.  In the grave silence, he contemplated the 
dance of the flames around the burning logs. After some 
minutes, the pastor took the fire tongs, carefully picked up 
a brightly burning ember and placed it to one side of the 
hearth, all alone.  Then he sat back in his chair, still silent  
The host watched all of this in quiet contemplation.  As 
the lone ember’s flame flickered and diminished, there was 
a momentary glow, and then its fire was no more.  Soon, it 
was cold and dead. 
 

 Not a word had been spoken since the initial 
greeting.  The pastor glanced at his watch and realized it 
was time to leave.  He slowly stood up, picked up the cold, 
dead ember and placed it back in the middle of the fire.  
Immediately it began to glow once more with the light and 
warmth of the burning coals around it.  As the pastor 
reached the door to leave, his host said with a tear running 
down his cheek, ‘Thank you so much for your visit and 
especially for the fiery sermon. I will be back in church 
next Sunday.’  We live in a world today which tries to say 
too much with too little.  Consequently, few listen.  

Sometimes the best sermons are the ones left unspoken. 
 
 The Lord is my Shepherd —— that’s a Relationship! 
 I shall not want —— that’s Supply! 
 He makes me lie down in green pastures-—that’s Rest! 
 He leads me beside still waters—-that’s Refreshment! 
 He restoreth my soul——that’s Healing! 
 He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness—that’s 

Guidance! 
 For His name sake——that’s Purpose! 
 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 

of death——that’s Testing! 
 I will fear no evil—-that’s Protection! 
 For Thou art with me—-that’s Faithfulness! 
 Thy rod and Thy staff comfort me—-that’s Discipline! 
 Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of 

mine enemies—-that’s Hope! 
 Thou annointest my head with oil—-that’s 

Consecration! 
 My cup runneth over—-that’s Abundance! 
 Sure goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 

of my life—-that’s Blessing! 
 And, I will dwell in the house of the Lord—that’s 

Security! 
 Forever——that’s Eternity! 
 
Face it, God loves you!  What is most valuable is not 
what we have in our lives, but WHO we have in our lives! 
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WEIMAR UNITED CHURCH 
OF CHRIST 

Post Office Box 188 
Weimar TX  78962 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Stamp 

Rev. Gerald Metzger—Guest Pastor 

Office: 979-725-8315      
ucadmin@cvctx.com  weimaruc@cvctx.com    

 

Church is located at 403 West Main Street. 
 

Sunday Morning Study at 9:00 
Sunday Worship Service — 9:30am 

(Services are streamed over 
Facebook and YouTube.  Weimar UCC 
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