
The A, B, C’s of the Middle Grades 

The A, B, C’s of the Middle Grade Room is a short explanation of academic and social events 

that occur in the Middle Grade classroom.   

 

Accelerated Reader:  

This is a program that allows the students to take individualized comprehension quizzes on 

selected literature books.  This program supports silent reading comprehension with 

individualized attention.  With each successful quiz, points are earned.  These points are 

included in our child’s reading grade. 

This is how the program works.  First the student chooses an AR book and has the book 

approved so that I can see if their choice is an appropriate book and that the book is at an 

appropriate reading level for the individual. Second, the student will create a reading 

bookmark.  This will keep your child on task with the book.  Third, the student reads the whole 

book. Once the book has been completed, the student will take a quiz.  If a test is not passed 

the student has the option to reread the book or choose another AR book.  At the end of each 

quarter the process will restart.   

 

Assignment Book:  

Each day the students will copy their daily assignments from the Smart Board or orally from a 

teacher.  As the day progresses, they are then able to record if they completed their assignment 

or must take that assignment home.  It is our hope that the assignment book will assist the 

student in becoming responsible for their homework and help parents easily see what is due 

the next day. 

 



Birthdays:  

Birthday treats are welcome, but optional.  We observe birthday treats during our morning 

snack time for the students in grades 3-5. (7 students) I would ask that your child bring the 

treat ready to serve with no cutting or preparation required. Your treat may not include any 

nuts.  Please provide napkins, plates, etc…  

 

Book Orders:  

Book order forms will be sent home on occasion.  You must order online. The class activation 

code is LJGXT.   

Code of Conduct:  

A classroom code of conduct will be handed out to each student on the first day of school.  

Please read, discuss, and return the code within the first two weeks of school.   

 

Corrected Homework:  

Almost every day your child should bring corrected papers home.  If you have a question 

regarding the corrected papers, please email me at trinity.ezutz@gmail.com. Remember to 

empty the red folder each day. 
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Homeworkopoly:  

This is a reward game for those students who have completed their daily work and brought all 

necessary items to school.  All homework must be completed, and the students present by the 

morning bell. 

 

Invitations:   

Please refrain from handing out invitations to parties, playdates, etc. at school.  With today’s 

technology I would ask that you email, Facebook, or call or text one another.  So often students 

who are not invited have a difficult time and this can be easily avoided.   

 

Math:   

The students have a soft cover book that we work on together in class and they will also be 

given assignments via worksheets/IXL assignments.  The students usually complete these 

worksheets at school. All assignments, assessments, and fact assessments are graded with a 

percentage and letter grade.  On occasion your child may need to practice speed drills or 

complete a lesson at home.   
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Memory Work:  

A 3-4 grade memory work list will be sent home with each unit.  The students are to keep the 

memory work list within their red folder.  Another list will be posted on my classroom webpage.  

Please use the Weekly Letter as to the specific memory verse or work assigned for the week.  

Memory work for the 3-4 graders is usually assigned on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 

Friday.  The 5th graders will have memory work assigned by Pastor. 

 

Reading:  

Each grade has six-unit themes.  During the last week of the theme the students will take a 

reading test. Your child’s reading grade consists of these parts: reading tests, AR, weekly 

workbook, writing, and quizzes.   

 

Remind:  

Remind is a free text messaging app that helps teachers, students, and parents communicate 

quickly.  This app will be explained at Open House.   

 



Room Parents:   

Each year I ask that you sign up to serve and plan a seasonal party within the Middle Grades.  

This includes students in grades 3, 4, and 5.  Please see the sign-up sheet. This will be posted on 

my webpage after Open House.   

 

Show and Tell:    

The Middle Graders do not have a weekly Show and Tell.  If your child has something they wish 

to share, please contact me ahead to schedule a date and time.  Show and tell is also a reward 

in Homeworkopoly.   

 

Spelling Tests:   

 

A list of spelling words may be found on their reading notes or by the list I will give your child.  

Most of the tests are given in word and dictation format. Dictation format means that our child 

will write the whole sentence that is dictated.  Each word and punctuation will be corrected. 

Please use spellingcity.com to practice your weekly words. Weekly assignments are also given 

via A-Z Vocabulary, sentence writing, and in workbook formats.   

 



Teaching Assignments:  

I am considered the homeroom teacher for students in grades 3-5.   

The 3rd graders will be taught Language Arts with Mrs. Beck.  

The 5th graders will have Pastor for religion/memory class, Mrs. Johnson for social studies and 

Miss Hickinbotham for science.    

Our “Specials” will be taught as listed. 
STEM with Mrs. Johnson. 
Spanish and music theory with Mrs. Beran.   
Art with Miss Hickinbotham 
Art History with Mrs. Boeck. 
P.E. with Mrs. Zutz 
 

 

 

Web Page:     

Please check out my web page on the school’s website: trinityrantoul.org.  The following items 

may be found on this page: memory work, notes for upcoming tests, speed drills, the Weekly 

Letter, schedules, classroom party list, and this pamphlet: The ABC’s of Middle Grades.   

 

 

 



Weekly Letter:    

The Weekly Letter is a letter which will be handed out on the last day of the school week.  The 

letter is written to provide an open communication line between home and school life.  This 

letter is in addition to the Tiger Tales.  Specifically, the letter contains memory work for 3-4 

graders, reading and spelling assignments, test dates, and any other information about special 

activities that will occur during the week.  A copy will be placed on my webpage. Parents and 

students are responsible for reading the information in the Weekly Letter. 

In His Service, 
Mrs. Zutz 


