
Nov 2020 – Jan 2021         rinity Times 

 
Previous Happenings 
School Started Sept. 1 
LWML Sunday Oct. 4 
Fire Safety Week October 4-10 
Reformation Services October 25;   8:00 & 10 am 
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Upcoming Events 
Voter’s Meeting Oct 26 @ 7:00pm 
All Saints Sunday Nov 1 @ 8 & 10 am 
Deer Hunters Service Nov 19 @ 7 pm 
Thanksgiving Eve Service - 
Nov 25 @ 7 pm (same as 9 am) 
 

Thanksgiving Day Service 
Nov 26 @ 9 am 
 

Thanksgiving Break  Nov 25-29 
 

Advent Services        
Dec 4, 11, 18 @ TBD & 7:00pm 
 

Christmas Program Dec 23 TBD 
Dec 24 Christmas Program TBD 
Christmas Eve Worship @ 7 pm 
Christmas Break 
Dec 24-Jan 3 
Christmas Day Dec 25 @ 9:00 am 
Dec 27 @ 8:00 & 10 am 
New Year’s Eve Service 
Dec 31 @ 7:00pm 
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The End 
“Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at your 

presence.” 
-Isaiah 64:1-38 

 
There has been a lot of talk recently in many Christian circles about the End. Many people have been 
scouring through the book of Revelation to try to make connections between the events in that book 

with the events of our day, especially given this pandemic, the chaos and violence, and the division that 
is not only within our nation but across the world. Many people believe these are signs of the Last Day, 

that Jesus will soon return. 
There are also a good number of people that are praying that this is the End, who want all of this 

tribulation in the world to be over with and done. Many people are praying for the Lord to return and 
bring an end to this whole mess. In fact, we are among them, as we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Thy 

kingdom come.” We pray for God’s kingdom of power over creation to come. We pray for God’s 
kingdom of grace in the church to come. We pray for God’s kingdom of glory in heaven to come, for 

Christ’s return to earth, for the End. 
On November 29, we will hear in our Old Testament reading Isaiah’s prayer for Christ to come. “Oh 

that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at your presence” 
(Isaiah 64:1). We will also sing the hymn, a versification of his prayer, “O Savior, rend the heavens 

wide; Come down, come down with mighty stride; Unlock the gates, the doors break down; unbar the 
way to heaven’s crown” (LSB 355). However, what makes this reading and this hymn so interesting for 

us is that they do not go with the end of the Church Year, but the beginning. November 29 is not the 
last Sunday of the Church Year, but the first, the First Sunday in Advent. 

As we look and focus on the End Times throughout the month of November and the end of the Church 
Year, we will see that they cannot be separated from the beginning in Advent in the month of 

December as both focus on the coming of Christ. In Advent, we look forward to the coming of Christ in 
the flesh to be our savior. At the End, and now, we look forward to the coming of Christ in the flesh to 

be our judge. Yet what brings these two things together is that neither of them are an end, but the 
beginning of something new. 

When Christ comes in the flesh, born of the virgin, He ushers in the New Testament in His blood which 
is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. It does not end anything, but completes it. It is the Old 

Testament, not the “Over” Testament. Christ does not come to abolish the Law and the Prophets, but to 
fulfill them and begin something new. So when Christ comes in the flesh, at the sound of a trumpet, 
rending, splitting, the heavens wide that the mountains and the whole creation would shake at His 

presence, He does not come to end anything, but to complete it, to fulfill it, to usher in a New Creation, 
a new beginning. 

So as we look to the future, even as we pray “Thy kingdom come, just come back and end it all,” we are 
not praying or looking simply to the End, but to a new beginning, to the start of something new and 
amazing with joy and excitement. So as we look to our future here on earth, between now and His 

Second Coming (whenever that may be), we can look forward to those things that are new with joy and 
excitement. Even as things do not go our way, or go well, or progress in a positive way toward peace, 

we ought not be all doom and gloom, but look forward to what is coming with joy and excitement. 
After all, either Jesus comes in the flesh as our judge and ushers in His New Creation, or He comes in the 
flesh through the bread on the altar and in His Word at the font and the pulpit and creates faith, saves 
even more people, and makes them new, increasing His kingdom. No matter what happens, it is good. 

The Lord is good. Good Lord, Thy kingdom come. Amen. 
In Christ’s kindgom,  

Pastor Simek 
 



 
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Susan Boeck 
 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for 
welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 
29:11 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Trinity Rantoul, 
 

This verse from Jeremiah has been one of my favorite Bible verses 
since college. It is a great message of hope and comfort in trying times. 
No matter what is happening in the world around us, we can take 
comfort and hope in the knowledge that our Heavenly Father is in 
control and knows what the future hold for each and every one of us! 
 

It is so good to be able to meet face-to-face with our students to start off the 2020-2021 school year! As you 
know, we spent the fourth quarter of last year, March - May, on lockdown and holding our classes online. 
The teachers and students did an excellent job, but it is so much better to be together in our classrooms! We 
miss not having our volunteers in the building to work with the Kinders and First and Second graders, but 
we are doing what we can to keep them and our students healthy. 
 

We at Trinity, along with other schools that are able to meet in person, are taking some extra precautions 
this year as we strive to keep us together for as long as possible. We have had a couple of hiccups along the 
way, but the year is going well. Our students spend more time together with just their classmates as we eat 
lunch in our classrooms and limit the times we are all together as a group. We do continue to gather for 
chapel each week, but rather than sitting in our chapel families, we sit by classroom. The teachers and I 
spend extra time cleaning the classrooms and bathrooms, but we are trying to keep things as close to 
“normal” as we can. While none of us really like wearing face masks, we are doing so to help keep one 
another safe and healthy. 
 

We have been able to do some of our usual fundraisers, but not all. We completed the Kleinhenn fundraiser 
in September, and closed up the Kringle sale early in October. Thank you to the many of you who made 
purchases and continue to help support the children at Trinity! 
 

We are very thankful to have been able to purchase ten more Chromebooks this summer thanks to 
memorial money from the Stanley Schmitz family. We are now able to provide each of our students in 
grades 1-8 with a computer should we have to work virtually at any point during the school year. This also 
allows us to have each student assigned to one device to use at school, rather than having to share 
computers throughout the day. 
 

We have added some sort fun days to our calendar giving the students a chance to dress up and/or be a bit 
silly. We had a Packer Day in September and this Thursday we will dress as scarecrows. It is good to be able 
to be a little silly and have some fun. 
 

We are working out ways to do a recorded Christmas service with the children this year so that everyone 
can worship with us, either at church or online. The teachers are searching out simple and creative ways to 
get the Christmas message delivered, no matter what the circumstances may be in December. 
 

Trinity teachers continue to find joy working with their students and challenging them to excel. We recently 
had some students quarantined because of exposure to COVID. Several of our teachers were working with 
students in the classroom as well as instructing ones online. It can be challenging for both teachers and 
students, but they are all doing an excellent job! 
 

Thank you to the members of Trinity who continue to support, encourage and pray for our teachers, 
students, and their families! 
 
Mrs. Boeck 

 



YOUTH GROUP 
Sheilah Vandenhouten & Jamie Wieting 

2020 Annual Report 
Youth Group Annual Report 
Kids these days…ARE PHENOMENAL!  What joy and blessings our Youth group has experienced this year.   
 

The Month of January, after worshipping together on the 5th, we all got our SNOW on with a fun excursion 
to Sunburst Winter Sports Park with 24 kids in attendance. We worked Dartball Concessions on January 30th 
and February 6th, 13 kids signed up and worked the fundraiser. 
 

In February our Youth attended church together and put on a successful Coffee Hour, 15 kids signed up and 
worked the fundraiser. 
 

March we had our TYG Meeting at the Clubhouse. 
 

June we resumed our TYG Meetings and held it at the Wieting Shed, where we watched a movie outside and 
made some Caramel Crack. 23 kids were in attendance. 
 

July we brought the Meeting to the Beach.  19 kids were able to enjoy the Sun, Beach, Lake Michigan and the 
LOVE of Christ at Neshotah Beach Park. 
 

August Meeting was held outside at the Clubhouse with 15 kids in attendance.  On the 30th we attended 
church together and handed out ice cream sandwiches to the Congregation. We then had a mini-golf outing 
with 23 kids attending. 
 

September we moved our Meeting night to the 3rd Monday of the Month, allowing Pastor Simek the 
opportunity to attend.  Pastor will be leading devotion at our Youth Group whenever his schedule allows.  
We know he is busy settling in and are thankful for the time he carves out for us! 
 

October our Youth Group plans on meeting and volunteering/working a night of “scaring” for the Haunted 
Golf Cart Rides. 
 

We are currently in the middle of what we hope is a fruitful fundraiser.  Our TYG is putting on a Holiday 
Fundraiser selling Evergreen Wreaths.  We have an exciting Conference in the Summer of 2021 called 
Higher Things which we would like to go to.  Pastor Simek is heavily involved in this Mission to support the 
church in passing on the faith to the next generation. We are excited to go and are pulling out all the stops to 
make this happen. 
We also plan on participating in the Wobbly Gobble and another Coffee Hour as this year comes to a close. 
 

Thank you for our entire congregation in your support and affirmation as you help our TYG not only grow 
but flourish.  Please keep our Youth Group in your prayers for the Spirt to work through us, blessing others 
as we worship and live in Christ.  Our kids have a beautiful relationship with our Savior, and they show us 
how that works every day.  What a blessing 2020 has been. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Daycare Report 

Elyse Schmitting 
Our summer schedule ended in success. We kept the 
children busy this summer by doing many activities 
with them. We were not as full this summer as usual 
as some families kept their children home with them 
or had grandparents watch them. That helped us out 
so we didn’t have as many here during this time and 
we could keep up with cleaning. We practiced good 
sanitary practices with the children the best we 
could. I have great staff here, and without them we 
would not have been able to stay open during this time.  
Fall here at the daycare is going really well! It took us a little while to get back into the flow 
of things, with the different school times and many buses but we are all handling it great. We 
have a lot of school children this year. We have a total of 51 children enrolled in our fall 
program with 22 of those children in school full time and 13 who are part time in school.  
Ashley Mink and Amanda Plackemeier came back to help once school started which was so 
great as most of my high school and college staff went back to school. So far, we have all been 
staying healthy and all of kid’s schools/classrooms have stayed in session. We are hoping 
and praying this continues!  
As of now we only have one family expecting. Cassandra Kleckner will have a baby boy come 
February. We are so excited for our new addition to start! We accepted Josie Peer into our 
daycare family come the beginning of the school year. We love being able to accommodate 
our Trinity families. Our waiting list keeps growing as well. We have 24 families on our list 
all hoping to get in soon.  
Thank you all for your help and support here at the daycare. We feel so blessed once again!  

 

BELL’S CHOIR 
    Ellen Zutz, Director 

 
Thank you to all our bell ringers were able to begin the year ringing 
praises to our Lord.  
 
Becky Jandrey  Kathy Lemke   Bonnie Wesner   
Lori Wunrow   Donna Lau   Tanya Johnson    
Miranda Lemke   Marke Lemke  Elyse Schmitting    
Katie Johnson  Ellen Zutz 
 
Please consider joining the choir. If interested, please call Ellen Zutz at 418-5557. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



LADIES’ AID/LWML REPORT 
Gladys Stache 

 

“If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin 
and heal their land.” 

2 Chronicles 7:14 
 

The above passage seems fitting in our current world situation. We can’t change the past of 
cancelled meetings, banquets, or the rally, but we can be thankful we were able to serve a 
small funeral luncheon. This will have to be the norm at this time as our school staff 
continues serving the children of Trinity Lutheran School with face-to-face, in person 
instruction. 
 

The election of officers was held at our October meeting. We are finding that people have 
many outside commitments, so we are having co-officers for some positions. Our new 
president is Terri Mertz, with Gladys Stache serving as co. Patty Zenner continues as 
secretary and Barb Kratz as vice president. Carol Stenz is treasurer, with Elaine Lau as co-
treasurer. We pray that next year more people will feel comfortable serving the Lord as one 
of our officers.  
 

We are thankful for all the support and physical help by congregation members. Thank you 
for your support on LWML Sunday. If health permits, we are planning a cookie Sunday in 
December to help with the purchase of Portals of Prayer. 
 

Remember that everyone is welcome to help beautify the church with altar flowers. Please 
sign up on the flower chart for your special day. Please note whether you are doing a 
centerpiece or two vases. This allows two people or families to use the altar on their special 
occasion. 
 

Thank you all for your prayers and support! 
 
 

 

 
Ongoing Fundraisers 

 

Thank you to all who have been saving items to help out with ongoing fundraisers. Some 
programs have been discontinued (Campbell’s Soup labels, printer cartridges, and Milk 
Moola), but here are some easy ways to help: 
Econofoods Receipts: Fifteen hundred dollars was recently added to the school’s 
technology fund thanks to Econofoods and all of you who have been shopping there and 
turning in your receipts! Please continue to do so. That is such an easy way to help support 
Trinity through a local business who then gives back to the community.  
Box Tops for Education: These are electronic only.  Download the app and scan in your 
receipts. 
Others: We are still accepting soda can tabs and donating those to the Ronald McDonald 
House.  
Eye glasses and hearing aids can be brought in and will be given to the Lion’s Club. 
Thank you for your continued support in all of these programs! 
 
 


