
 
 

“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

And the love of God, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit  

be with you all.” 

(2 Corinthians 13:14) 
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PASTOR’S ANNUAL REPORT 
May 2019 to December 2019 

 
Dear Fellow Redeemed in Christ, 
 
The annual report is a time to review the past year. We give thanks for what God has done for us and we 
look for God’s plans in the future. 
 

I was able to begin serving Trinity in May 2019. I have enjoyed the time of instruction at the school and also 
with the public school confirmation. I have also enjoyed the Bible Classes on Sundays. The visits to the sick 
and shut-ins are also a time to bring the gifts of the church to those who are unable to be in worship. 
 

Looking into the future, the congregation of Trinity Lutheran Church, School and Daycare needs some 
guidance from the Lord of the Church. God’s unchangeable will is recorded in Scripture in many places. One 
of the more clear places I have found is: 
 

[God] desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is 
one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave 
himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time (1 Timothy 2:4-6 
ESV). 

 

The members of Trinity are gifted with hospitality. There was an immediate welcoming atmosphere for me 
even though we were heading into summertime. There has been a desire to keep things as typical as 
possible during the vacancy.  

 

The Call Committee has been at work and submitted the congregation profile to the South Wisconsin District 
in June 2019. A list of pastors was returned to the congregation and the committee prayerfully did its work. 
A call was issued and returned to the congregation. We remember that the Lord has the next pastor already 
chosen to serve here.  

 

As you page through this report, please take note of all the blessings that the Lord continues to grant this 
congregation. Reaching out through the Daycare has been evident. The School Staff continues to share the 
love of Christ with the students that God brings to us. The congregation continues to thrive in a culture that, 
at times, works against the mission Christ has given His church on earth.  

 

As Trinity Lutheran Church, School and Daycare moves into the future, I ask that you consider Ezekiel 
surveying the valley of dry bones. 
 

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set me 
down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led me around among them, and 
behold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 
And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you 
know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear 
the word of the LORD. Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to 
enter you, and you shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon 
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know 
that I am the LORD.” So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a 
sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And I looked, and 
behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered 
them. But there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, 
son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” (Ezekiel 37:1-9 ESV) 

 

In Christ’s service, 
Rev. Mark Wilkens, Interim Pastor 



 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
Susan Boeck 

2019 Annual Report 
 

As we begin a new calendar year, we reflect on the events of the past 
year. 2019 was busy and blessed at Trinity. January was a very cold 
and snowy month last year. So much so that the annual voter’s 
meeting had to be postponed until February. The last week of January 
is set aside as National Lutheran Schools Week. We celebrated in 2019 
by having just one day in school that week, thanks to snow, ice, and 
extreme cold. We were able to make up all the events and activities 
scheduled for the week later on in the year. It appears that the 
weather this year will be much better. 
 
Each year we designate some specific missions to which we direct our 
chapel offerings. Last year, our second quarter offering of $110.00 was sent to Bethesda. The third quarter 
offering of $163.31 went to Camp LuWiSoMo, and $239.30 went to Feed My Starving Children at the end of 
the fourth quarter. During the first quarter of this school year our students and teachers gathered $225.70 
to send Lutheran Heritage Foundations to provide Sunday school materials for 113 children in South East 
Asia. 2019-2020’s second quarter concluded earlier this month. $129.12 was collected for Harbor House. 
 
Thanks to our PTLS and those of you who generously support various fundraisers throughout the year, we 
are able to provide many fun and educational field trips for our students through the year. Along with 
various trips during the year, including bowling during National Lutheran Schools Week, Trinity’s PTLS 
provides funding for buses and admission fees for our activities. We ended the year in May with a field trip 
for 3K/4K to Mulberry Farms; K4-5th to Bubolz Nature Center, The Building for Kids (4K-2), and the Harry 
Houdini Museum (3rd-5th) in Appleton. Our sixth through eighth graders went to St. Louis at the end of the 
year. Along with seeing many of the sites of the city, they received a tour of our St. Louis Seminary by none 
other than the Seminary’s President, Dr. Dale Meyer, whom they happened to run into at church in 
Collinsville, Illinois. The upper graders raise money for their year-end trip by providing hot lunch for our 
students on Fridays during the year. 
 
Our beginning of the year field trip this past fall was a visit to Brillion Nature Center where our younger 
students learned about trees, and the older ones experienced orienteering. All students also participated in 
a service project while we were there, gathering acorns that will be used for projects at the center. 
 
We ended the calendar year with the presentation of the Children’s Christmas program on December 23rd 
and 24th. 224 people were in attendance on the morning of December 23; 242 were there for the 4 pm 
Christmas Eve service. In addition, 160 people enjoyed the food and fellowship at our annual Christmas 
potluck. Our school families once again provided some wonderful dishes! Kelly Peer organized the 
preparation of our main meat dishes and was assisted by a host of volunteers. We could not possibly do all 
that gets done without the help of many volunteers. 
 
Thank you to all Trinity members who do so much to support the work of our school! 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjgnZ2qosXKAhULvYMKHUWKB14QjRwIBw&url=http://clipartsign.com/image/1386/&bvm=bv.112454388,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNEfBIVMPXeQLH5GThyYuDFJFMxeyg&ust=1453821734600860


 
 
 

DAYCARE REPORT 

Elyse Schmitting, Director 

2019 Annual Report 

 
 

“Every child is a different kind of flower. All together they make this world a beautiful garden.” 
 

2019 was a busy but fun year here at the daycare. We grew so much as a daycare family. Our teachers here 
go above and beyond to make sure all of our children feel loved and safe when they are in our care. 
Developmentally appropriate activities are planned daily and the children are so eager to learn.  
 
We have a total of 61 children enrolled in our winter program. We have been very blessed as we just 
welcomed four babies into our daycare family and three more are on the way. We love watching our families 
grow here and we feel so blessed to be caring for all of them. With that we also have a total of 17 families on 
our waiting list, which this number grows also. All these families hope to get into our daycare as they hear 
good things about it.  
 
Our fall program was very successful. It started out a little hectic with all the different school times and 
buses but everything worked great! We ended the year celebrating and telling the Christmas story to the 
children. They loved hearing the true meaning behind Christmas. We want to thank everyone who donated 
items to us from our mitten tree this year. We were amazed with how many items we received this year and 
we really cannot thank you all enough. 
 
Thank you all for your love and support this year at the daycare. It has all gone a long way and we 
appreciate it so very much! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

LADIES’ AID/LWML REPORT 
Gladys Stache 

Annual Report 2019 
 

“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven.”  Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 

Greetings from Trinity Ladies Aid and LWML!! 
 
In 1961, there were over 70 members in Trinity’s Ladies Aid. The LWML had an additional 27 members. 
Fifty-eight years later membership in Ladies Aid and LWML combined is 27. Due to this decline in 
membership The society has asked congregation members for help in various ways. We are very thankful 
for those who have willingly assisted us. 
 
Two faithful, long-term members, Elsie Lemke and Dorothy Mertz were called to their heavenly home in 
2019. We continued to grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior as we were blessed to receive 
Tami Stache and Sally Brault into membership. 
 
We served a total of five funerals in 2019. A couple of our ladies also assisted the church council in serving 
at the farewell for Pastor Niles and his family. We held our annual LWML coffee hour in October. The Mites 
received went to the LWML work and missions. In December, cookie sale/coffee hour was held instead of a 
bake less bake sale. The money raised will help pay for Portals of Prayer in 2020. These will be available for 
home devotions and personal Bible study. 
 
Three individuals who had helped serve funeral luncheons joined us for our annual Christmas party in 
December. Pastor Wilkens had a short devotion and installed the 2020 officers. The program committee 
provided Christmas readings and songs. 
 
During the upcoming summer months we are asking for your help with altar flowers. We would greatly 
appreciate it if those of you with gardens and flower beds would share the beauty of your flowers in church. 
Please sign-up on the flower chart and indicate if you will provide a centerpiece or vases. If you are 
contributing for a special occasion or event and would like that information in the bulletin, please let our 
secretary, Sue Yerkman, know. 
 
May we all continue to grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ in 2020! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gladys Stache 
President, 2018-2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

LADIES AID FINANCIAL REPORT 
Florence Lemke, Treasurer 

2019 Annual Report 
 
Balance Forward (12/31/2018)    $2,255.77 
 
Income:  

 Dues ........................................................................................................ $301.00 

 Birthdays ............................................................................................... $148.00 

 Cookbooks ............................................................................................... $10.00 

 Christmas & Easter Flower Reimbursement .......................... $201.00 

 Mites ....................................................................................................... $129.00 

 Funeral Donations .......................................................................... $1,000.00 

 Tables & Chairs Rentals ...................................................................... $80.00 

 Portal of Prayers Donations .............................................................. $70.00 

 Coffee & Bake Sale .......................................................................... $1,149.00 

 Memorial Donation ........................................................................... $260.00  

 Member Funeral Donation………………...........................................$165.00 

 Bible Class Donation………………………............................................$ 22.00 

 Total Income -                                                                  $3,535.00 

 Total Income Available                                                          $5,790.17 
 
Expense: 

 Monthly Charities and Bibles ........................................................ $314.97 

 Mites & Fundraisers.......................................................................... $709.00 

 Portal of Prayers  ............................................................................... $836.40 

 Gifts & Entertainment ...................................................................... $154.39 

 Flowers .................................................................................................. $364.00 

 Food & Supplies (Member Funerals & Kitchen) ................................ $454.72 

 Tables ..................................................................................................... $607.58 

 Memorials……………………………………. ............................................. $40.00
 Miscellaneous……………………………………....................................... $15.00 

 Total Expenses                                                                 $3,496.06 

 
 

Ending Balance as of 12/31/19 = $2,294.71 
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ITEMS TO SAVE 
Thank you to all who have been saving items throughout the year(s) to help our school and our community! 
Several of the programs have been cancelled or are being discontinued soon. Here is an updated list of items 
we are still accepting. 
Box Tops for Education: They have changed their process.  Now you have to download the Box Top for 
Education App on your phone and scan your receipts in to earn money for your school. 
Tadych's Econofoods Receipts: Thank you to Terri Mertz and family for totaling up the receipts received 
this past year.  We did receive a check for $1500.00 for our technology fund in 2019.  Please continue to turn 
in your receipts for groceries purchased at Tadych's Econofoods – only receipts that say “Save for 
computers for Kids” are accepted.  
Some ways to help our community include used eyeglasses, hearing aids and cell phones which go in the 
Lion Club bucket on the ledge; and can tabs for Ronald McDonald House. 

 
 

 
2019 Annual Report 

Women’s Choir 
Karla Brault-Director 

 
Trinity has been blessed with a wonderful and talented group of women to sing HIS praises! They are the 

following: Brenda Mertz, Kay Schoen, Judy Wenzel, Carolyne Lau, Carol Stenz, Chris Lau, Barb 

Schaefer, Dianna Popp, Sara Stenz, Dawn Schmidt, Linda Schwobe and Lois Stache.  Special thanks to 

the ladies who helped us out on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day!  (Sheliah Vanden Houten, McKayla 

Schoen & Michaela Prust.) 

The Women’s choir meets on Mondays at 7:00PM in the church basement starting in fall through 

Christmas.  Then, we have about a month break and start again in early February through Easter.  About 

half way through our one-hour practice, we go upstairs and practice with the men’s choir to rehearse our 

Mixed Choir pieces. 

The men and women sang with the school kids again this year for their Christmas Eve services.  It’s 

always nice to sing with the kids! 

Special thanks to my Mom, Judy Wenzel for donating the subscription to Discover Worship in memory of 

my Dad, Neale Wenzel.  He loved music!  This is a great tool that the school and adult choirs can use.  

The possibilities are endless! 

Joining the choir is a great way to get to know your church family!  It only takes one hour a week, a 

couple of months out of the year!  Come and join us! 

Thank you to all the choir members for coming to practices and participating in services.  It is truly a joy 

to work with all of you!  Thank you also for remembering me at Christmas time with your generous gifts.  

I truly value our church family and all the friendships made over the years. 

The balance in the Women’s Choir Fund is $341.71 

 
 
 



 
 
 

MISSIONS REPORT 
Annual Report 2019 

 
Receipts: Mission Envelopes $       5,016.40 

 Total $  5014.40 

   

   
Disbursements: Lutheran Witness $     470.82 

 Benevolence Agencies:  

          Institute for the Deaf $10.00 

           South Wisconsin District $  4,000.00 

 Total $  4,455.66 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
 

BELIEVING FOR A REASON 
Annual Report 2019 

 
A special Thank You to the following families for donating monies for the ‘Believing for a Reason Adopt-a-

Payment’ Program for 2019! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Mike & Shari Loose 

 Kevin & Lois Plate 

 Todd & Tanya Johnson 

 Jerry & Dianna Popp 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Audrey Gruett Family 

 Terry & Becky Jandrey  

 Terrell & Darlene Dallman 

 Neale Wenzel Family   



 
 

YOUTH GROUP 
Sheilah Vandenhouten & Jamie Wieting 

2019 Annual Report 
 

Youth Group Annual Report 
 
Our YOUTH ROCKS!!  What mighty blessings 2019 has been filled with!   The JOY of our Savior has been 
bountiful in our Youth Group.  
This past Spring started with a concentration of fundraising for the National Youth Gathering held in 
Minnesota in July. The  Real, Present, God certainly was REAL and so PRESENT as the Youth Group along 
with their Youth Advisors worshiped and learned in Minneapolis. With this gift of the Holy Spirit our youth 
were catapulted into a NEW Season with Kathy Lemke passing on the torch to Jamie Wieting and Sheilah 
Vandenhouten as Youth Group Leaders.  We are humbled and EXCITED as we see the BEAUTIFUL FAITH of 
our youth that was nurtured and lifted as we stand in the footsteps of the mentors before us. 
The TYG (Trinity Youth Group) meet at our “Clubhouse” on the second Monday of every month at 7:00pm, 
upstairs of the Vandenhouten’s Shed – 112 Central Street, Potter WI. Our meetings start with a Devotion, 
discussion moves towards how we can live as Servants of Christ  and what our fellowship looks like in the 
upcoming months.  We end with Prayer and fellowship time. 
As Leaders we are acutely aware of the need for our teens to live their Faith in today’s  world. We stress 
what it TRULY looks like to worship/serve our Lord and we provide a safe place for our youth to gather. 
In October we participated in the Hickory Hills Haunted Golf Cart Ride as “Scare-ers” approximately 14 in 
attendance with fundraising profits of $400. 
In November we participated in Chilton’s Wobbly Gobble.  Walking as a blessing for ourselves and others.  
Approximately 10 participating with fundraising profits of $900. 
In December we had a Cookie Exchange. (We ate a good deal of cookies) Our group prepared a cookie tray 
for each member to give to someone who they felt would be blessed by this sign of Peace and the Love of 
Christ. (We asked a lot from a cookie but the power of Christ can be found in ALL things) 
Upcoming Events so far for 2020 that are in the pipeline and/or being discussed- Skiing/Tubing, Dartball 
Concessions, Coffee Hour, Servants of Christ Retreat.  Please know that these are not exclusive nor definite, 
our Youth have GREAT ideas and plans so we always aim to work together for Christ’s purpose and calling. 
As we look forward to 2020 we are JOYFUL in the Spirit of these AMAZING kids!  Thankful for the Faith filled 
parents/mentors that entrust us to lead them, and we give praise to our Lord for the REAL PRESENT God 
that HE is! 
Youth Group Balance $5,717.15 
 

 
 

 
THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS 

Annual Report 2019 
 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Church: $  6,896.00 
School:  $      762.00 
Daycare: $   1,679.00 
TOTAL           $   9,337.00 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the 

Thrivent Choice Dollars! 



 
 

BELL’S CHOIR 
Donna Lau, Director 
2019 Annual Report 

 
Thank you to all our bell ringers throughout the year 2019 
. 
Shelly Geiser   Becky Jandrey Erin Schmitting-Sub 
Kathy Lemke   Bonnie Wesner  McKayla Schoen - Sub 
Lois Stache – Sub Lori Wunrow   Ellie Schmitting-Sub 
Tanya Johnson  Miranda Lemke  Elyse Schmitting  
Katie Johnson  Alayna Geiser  Ellen Zutz 
 
Our ringers have been playing together for many years and we thank them for the dedication.  We also 
welcomed Katie Johnson and Alayna Geiser who joined this fall.  We need more ringers for the 2020 
handbell year.  Please consider joining the choir, we play twice this spring.  If interested, please call Ellen 
Zutz at 418-5557. 
 
May God bless our choir as we ring praises to our Lord. 
 
Handbell Choir Balance $871.44 

 
 

 
 

MEN’S CHOIR 
Lois Stache, Director 
2019 Annual Report 

 
Trinity is blessed to have a wonderful and talented group of men who love to sing.  In December the Men’s 
choir sang at Century Ridge in Chilton.  The men's choir meets on Monday nights at 7 p.m.    
 
Thank you to our members this past year. 

 David Bessert Terry Dallmann John Prust Eugene Stache  
 Gale Lemke Dan Stenz Bruce Stache Dale Mertz 
 Dave Schmidt Larry Stache   
  
 

Men’s Choir Balance: $728.83 
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CHURCH OFFICERS 
 

2019 

PRESIDENT:  Kevin Plate 
SECRETARY:  Doug Lau 
TREASURER:  Darcie Schwalenberg 
ELDERS: Lee Stache, Chairman 
  Dave Gruett 
  Josh Lemke 
  
TRUSTEES:  
School:  Ken Schneider 
Daycare/Parsonage:  Robert Popp  
Church:  Doug Lau 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
Shelly Geiser, Chairman 
Tracy DeGroot, Secretary  
Craig Schroeder 
Lynette Schroeder 
Ashley Mink 
Bruce Stache 
  
 
SCRIP MANAGER:  Jennifer Dedering 
 
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTES: 
 #1 Jan., April, July, Oct. 
 Kelly Lemke  
 Connie Loefer  
 Lois Plate  
#2 Feb., May, Aug., Nov. 
 Shari Loose  
 Beth Dietrich 
 Mindi Zahringer 
#3 Mar., June, Sep., Dec. 
 Barb Schaefer  
 Linda Hedrich  
 Lori Popp  
 
CHURCH SEXTON:  Mark Wunrow 
 

 

2020 

PRESIDENT:  Dan Wieting 
SECRETARY:  Doug Lau 
TREASURER:  Darcie Schwalenberg 
ELDERS: Dave Gruett, Chairman 
  Josh Lemke 
  Mike Loose 
  
TRUSTEES:  
School:  Ken Schneider 
Daycare/Parsonage:  Dan Brault  
Church:  Doug Lau 
 
BOARD OF EDUCATION: 
Craig Schroeder, Chairman 
Lynette Schroeder, Secretary  
Ashley Mink 
Bruce Stache 
Adam Vandenhouten 
Christie Gast 
  
 
SCRIP MANAGER:  Jennifer Dedering 
 
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTES: 
 #1 Jan., April, July, Oct. 
 Connie Loefer  
 Lois Plate  
 Deb Schneider  
#2 Feb., May, Aug., Nov. 
 Beth Dietrich 
 Mindi Zahringer 
 Bonnie Wesener 
#3 Mar., June, Sep., Dec. 
 Linda Hedrich  
 Lori Popp  
 Eunice Schroeder  
 
CHURCH SEXTON:  Mark Wunrow 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

FROM THE CHURCH RECORDS 
2019 

 
Baptisms 

 

 INFANT  
 

1-27-18 – Cruz Gregory Schenkus, son of Josh & Holly Schenkus 

3-24-19 – Grace Lenore Kleckner, daughter of Dean & Cassandra Kleckner    

3-31-19 – Kenzington Mae Maynard, daughter of Brody Maynard & Christine Peik-Stache 

4-7-19 – Leo James Bonin, son of Shane Bonin & Jordan Schumacker 

4-16-19 – Colt Klay Jaenke, son of Dylan & Kalyn Jaenke  

9-22-19 – Norah Marie May, daughter of Stephan May & Alissa Krueger  
 
 

  

Marriages 
 

September 28, 2019 – Aaron Zenner & Ashley Zitzelberger 

 
 

Funerals 
 

July 1, 2019 – Vernon Schroeder 

August 22, 2019 – Neale Wenzel 

August 24, 2019 – Elsie Lemke 

November 8, 2019 – Lloyd Krueger 

December 16, 2019 – Dorothy Mertz 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Confirmations 
2019 Confirmation Class – April 14, 2019 

 
Jakob Emro Lemke   Romans 1:16   Baptized: July 10, 2005 
Peyton Alex Schwoerer  Psalm 28:7   Baptized: June 12, 2005 
MacKenzie Rae Schoen  Joshua 1:9   Baptized: August 14, 2005 
Ella Kathe Vandenhouten  Psalm 55:22   Baptized: May 25, 2007 
Warren Taylor Wilcox  Proverbs 3:6   Baptized: December 5, 2004 
Brady Dennis Woelfel  Jeremiah 29:13  Baptized: August 8, 2004 

 
Adults  

 Dave & Christina McGinnis & Family – October 28, 2019 
 Verda Dessert – October 28, 2019 

 
 
 

Statistics 
Baptized Members: 744 – up 6 

 
Confirmed Members:  551 – up 6 

 
Average Weekly Attendance: 183 – down 49 

(Average weekly attendance was figured with 52 weeks) 
 

Average Bible Class Attendance: 30 
   

New Members in 2019 (by baptism, transfer, adult Confirmation):  11 
 

Number of times members took communion in 2019 – 3857 
 

 


