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Death to Resurrection: The Wilderness to the Promised Land  

 
God created man, and man began his journey in the Garden of Eden. In the midst of that garden were 

two trees more beautiful than the rest. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil and the tree of life—
what joy for man to come to these trees and worship, giving thanks to God for His good and gracious 
gifts. But one day there was an unwelcome visitor to their worship service—Satan. He had things to say, 
wise things to share with man. They were lies, but man followed. Sin came, and Adam and Eve were 
exiled from the garden and from the tree of life. How they longed to return to the garden and the 
beautiful tree, and God promised that He would lead the way. Jesus Christ leads us from one garden to 
the next and from one tree to the tree of life in the courts of heaven. It was a hard and treacherous 
journey for our Leader, and it required a stop at another tree, the cross. But the evil Satan, who used a 
tree to bring sin into world, was conquered by another tree, and our sin was washed away. 
 
OPENING VERSES 

P O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be forever. Amen. Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 
 

PSALM 68:4-10, 19-20, 32-35 
P Our God is a God of salvation, and to GOD, the Lord, belong deliverances from death. 
C Sing to God, sing praises to His name; lift up a song to Him who rides through the 

deserts; His name is the LORD; exult before Him! 
P Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in His holy habitation. 
C God settles the solitary in a home; He leads out the prisoners to prosperity, but the 

rebellious dwell in a parched land. 
P Our God is a God of salvation, and to GOD, the Lord, belong deliverances from death. 
C O God, when You went out before Your people, when You marched through the 

wilderness, 
P the earth quaked, the heavens poured down rain, before God, the One of Sinai, before 

God, the God of Israel. 
C Rain in abundance, O God, You shed abroad; You restored Your inheritance as it 

languished; 
P Your flock found a dwelling in it; in Your goodness, O God, You provided for the needy. 
C Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears us up; God is our salvation. 
P Our God is a God of salvation, and to GOD, the Lord, belong deliverances from death. 
C O kingdoms of the earth, sing to God; sing praises to the Lord, 
P to Him who rides in the heavens, the ancient heavens; behold, He sends out His voice, 

His mighty voice. 
C Ascribe power to God, whose majesty is over Israel, and whose power is in the skies. 
P Awesome is God from His sanctuary; the God of Israel—He is the one who gives power 

and strength to His people. 
C Our God is a God of salvation, and to GOD, the Lord, belong deliverances from 

death. 
 

HYMN  “Now Praise We Christ the Holy One”  



Valparaiso University Concert Choir 
 
OLD TESTAMENT: Joshua 3:1-6, 14-17 

Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out from Shittim. And they came to the 
Jordan, he and all the people of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. At the end of 
three days the officers went through the camp and commanded the people, “As soon as you see 
the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God being carried by the Levitical priests, then you 
shall set out from your place and follow it. Yet there shall be a distance between you and it, 
about 2,000 cubits in length. Do not come near it, in order that you may know the way you shall 
go, for you have not passed this way before.” Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate 
yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you.” And Joshua said to the priests, 
“Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on before the people.” So they took up the ark of the 
covenant and went before the people… 

So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan with the priests bearing the ark of 
the covenant before the people, and as soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the Jordan, and 
the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the water (now the Jordan overflows all 
its banks throughout the time of harvest), the waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a 
heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, and those flowing down toward the Sea of 
the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho. Now the 
priests bearing the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firmly on dry ground in the midst of the 
Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation finished passing over the 
Jordan. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13, 16-17; 4:1-2 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him… 
And when Jesus was baptized, immediately He went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were 

opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on Him; and 
behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased…” 

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after fasting 
forty days and forty nights, He was hungry. 
 
RESPONSIVE VERSES 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
P In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

 
SERMON  

“Death to Resurrection: The Wilderness to the Promised Land” 
 
HYMN  “O Lord, My God, I Cry To Thee”  

Lutheran Radio Singers 
TLH #600 

PRAYERS 
P We are returning from exile, listening to the inviting Word of God, full of grace and 

truth. Let us go to Him in confident prayer. Gracious God, offering full and free 
forgiveness, we come in spiritual sackcloth and ashes, painfully aware of our sins and 



failings. Graciously wash us and clothe us with the robe of Christ’s own righteousness so 
that we may live eternally with all Your saints. Eden’s Lord and ours, hear us and all who 
call out to You in pain and sorrow, sweat or tears. Remind us of Your painful victory 
over every temptation, and strengthen us to follow where You have led the way. Loving 
Father, calling us to Mount Calvary, remove from us our fear of Your righteous judgment 
for our sins; strengthen our faith in the all-availing sacrifice of Your Son in our stead. 
Spirit of life, remind us again of our Baptism, in which our old Adam was drowned; 
strengthen us to live in the freedom of the children of God. Lord Jesus, Savior and Guide, 
give us the eyes of faith to see the tree of life awaiting us in heaven, and guide us to 
follow where You have led the way. Protecting Father, assure us of Your presence on our 
journey through the desert of this world and bring us at last to the paradise purchased by 
Your Son. O Holy Spirit, nourish our faith and restore our souls each time we come to the 
Table of the Lord and receive His body and blood, a foretaste of the feast to come. Holy 
and merciful Lord over all, we feel the burden of our sin; renew in us the firm faith that 
Your Son has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows, giving His life for ours. 
Everlasting Father, our Savior has conquered death. Fill us with rejoicing, confident that 
we shall therefore gather around the eternal throne of the Lamb, Your Son, who with You 
and the Holy Spirit are one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR PEACE 

P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your 
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 
C Amen. 

 
HYMN  “Out Of The Deep I Call”  

Christ Lutheran Church Cleveland Choir 
TLH # 327 
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