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Tree to Tree: The Tree of Life to the Cross  

God created man, and man began his journey in the Garden of Eden. In the midst of that garden were 
two trees more beautiful than the rest. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil and the tree of life—
what joy for man to come to these trees and worship, giving thanks to God for His good and gracious 
gifts. But one day there was an unwelcome visitor to their worship service—Satan. He had things to say, 
wise things to share with man. They were lies, but man followed. Sin came, and Adam and Eve were 
exiled from the garden and from the tree of life. How they longed to return to the garden and the 
beautiful tree, and God promised that He would lead the way. Jesus Christ leads us from one garden to 
the next and from one tree to the tree of life in the courts of heaven. It was a hard and treacherous 
journey for our Leader, and it required a stop at another tree, the cross. But the evil Satan, who used a 
tree to bring sin into world, was conquered by another tree, and our sin was washed away. 
 
OPENING VERSES 

P O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be forever. Amen. Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 
 
PSALM 25:1-6 

P To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
C O my God, in You I trust; let me not be put to shame; let not my enemies exult over me. 
P Indeed, none who wait for You shall be put to shame; they shall be ashamed who are wantonly 

treacherous. 
C Make me to know Your ways, O Lord; teach me Your paths. 
P Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; for You I wait all the 

day long. 
C Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN “Today Thy Mercy Calls Us”  Christ Lutheran Church Cleveland Choir 
 
OLD TESTAMENT: Genesis 2:15; 3:22-24 
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it… 
22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. 
Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—” 23 therefore 
the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 24 He 
drove out the man, and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a flaming sword 
that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life. 
 
EPISTLE: 1 Peter 2:21-25 



21 For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that 
you might follow in his steps. 22 He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23 When he 
was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting 
himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to 
sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, 
but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL: John 3:14-15 
14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 
RESPONSIVE VERSES 

P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
P In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

 
SERMON “Tree to Tree: The Tree of Life to the Cross”   
 
HYMN “Savior of the Nations Come”  Valparaiso University Concert Choir 
 
PRAYERS 

P We praise You, our Father in heaven, that Your Son, Jesus Christ, accomplished the salvation of 
mankind by the tree of the cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise again and that 
the serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by the tree of the cross be 
overcome. Keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, that we may lay aside every weight and sin which 
clings so closely; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Gracious Creator, when You look for us, we hide because all of creation is infected with the 

parasite of sin. Have mercy on us. We thank You that You have covered us with Christ in 
Baptism instead of flimsy leaves. Therefore, give us hope to share in the better leaves of the tree 
of life which are for the healing of the nations, that we may always live before You as You 
created us without sin; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
 
 



COLLECT FOR PEACE 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your 

servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace 
and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 
C Amen. 

 
HYMN “Lord, Let At Last Thine Angels Come”  Valparaiso University Concert Choir  
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