
March 18, 2020 
Out of Egypt: Through the Water 

 
How does one escape from a bad situation? Where does one turn 

when surrounded by brutality, slavery, and death? We desire to flee, 
to find refuge. We need to begin a journey that will set us free, but the 
result of our efforts is nothing more than going in circles. We seek 
freedom; we receive greater slavery. We journey toward light; we end 
up in deeper darkness. How do we escape? It is God who leads us on 
the journey out of this slavery to sin and death. Where does He take 
us? To the water—to the banks of the Red Sea, or the River Jordan, or 
to the baptismal font; here, we are set free. The bondage of sin and 
death, the claws of Satan, no longer hold us, for we have been 
through the water. These are the waters of death for our enemies, and 
they are the waters of life for us. The enemy of our old Adam is 
drowned in these waters, but the New Adam comes through to new 
life. We have been rescued from the enemy by the waters and made 
the children of God. 
 
OPENING VERSES 
P O Lord, open my lips, 
C and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
P Make haste, O God, to deliver me; 
C make haste to help me, O Lord. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 
Amen. Praise to You, O Christ, Lamb of our salvation. 

 
PSALM 66:1-9 
P Shout for joy to God, all the earth; sing the glory of His name; 

give to Him glorious praise! 
C Say to God, “How awesome are Your deeds! So great is 

Your power that Your enemies come cringing to You. 
P All the earth worships You and sings praises to You; they sing 

praises to Your name.” 



C Come and see what God has done: He is awesome in His 
deeds toward the children of man. 

P He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on 
foot. 

C There did we rejoice in Him, who rules by His might 
forever, whose eyes keep watch on the nations—let not the 
rebellious exalt themselves. 

P Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of His praise be heard, 
C who has kept our soul among the living and has not let our 

feet slip. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 
Amen. 

 
HYMN “Speak, O Lord, Your Servant Listens” (LSB 589) 

 

 

 

 



 
Tune and text: Public domain 
 
OLD TESTAMENT Exodus 14:13-31 

 13And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and 
see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you 
today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall 
never see again. 14The LORD will fight for you, and you have 
only to be silent.” 
 15The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the 
people of Israel to go forward. 16Lift up your staff, and stretch 
out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of 
Israel may go through the sea on dry ground. 17And I will 
harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in 
after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, 
his chariots, and his horsemen. 18And the Egyptians shall 
know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten glory over 
Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.” 
 19Then the angel of God who was going before the host of 
Israel moved and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud 
moved from before them and stood behind them, 20coming 
between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there 
was the cloud and the darkness. And it lit up the night 
without one coming near the other all night. 
 21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the 
LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and 
made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22And 
the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry 
ground, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand 
and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued and went in after 
them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his 
chariots, and his horsemen. 24And in the morning watch the 
LORD in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the 



Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, 
25clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And 
the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for the 
LORD fights for them against the Egyptians.” 
 26Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over 
the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, 
upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27So Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to 
its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the 
Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw the Egyptians into the 
midst of the sea. 28The waters returned and covered the 
chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that 
had followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. 
29But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the 
sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and 
on their left. 
 30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the 
Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 
seashore. 31Israel saw the great power that the LORD used 
against the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and 
they believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. 

 
EPISTLE  Hebrews 3:12-4:3a 

12Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, 
unbelieving heart, leading you to fall away from the living 
God. 13But exhort one another every day, as long as it is 
called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the 
deceitfulness of sin. 14For we share in Christ, if indeed we 
hold our original confidence firm to the end. 15As it is said, 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 

16For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not 
all those who left Egypt led by Moses? 17And with whom was 
he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who 
sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 18And to whom 



did he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those 
who were disobedient? 19So we see that they were unable to 
enter because of unbelief. 
 1Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still 
stands, let us fear lest any of you should seem to have failed 
to reach it. 2For good news came to us just as to them, but 
the message they heard did not benefit them, because they 
were not united by faith with those who listened. 3For we who 
have believed enter that rest, as he has said, 

“As I swore in my wrath, 
‘They shall not enter my rest,’” 

although his works were finished from the foundation of the world. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:9-13 

 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and 
was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up 
out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens opening 
and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And a voice 
came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am 
well pleased.” 
 12The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 
13And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by 
Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were 
ministering to him. 

 
RESPONSIVE VERSES 
P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who 

rise against me. 
P In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who 

rise against me. 
P Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who 

rise against me. 



 
SERMON  “Out of Egypt: Through the Water” 
  

Slavery—bondage—servitude. Brutal taskmasters—heavy 
burdens—daily despair and hopelessness. This was the land of 
Egypt for the Israelites. Four hundred years earlier, the land of 
Egypt was a place of refuge, a place of rescue. It was a place that 
promised food in the midst of famine, a land that gave the 
Hebrews a home at a time when things were becoming desperate. 
But that had all changed. A pharaoh had ascended to the throne 
who did not know, who did not acknowledge the great deeds and 
works of Joseph. Now, the Hebrew people had become a source of 
cheap labor. Now, the Hebrew people were enslaved to carry out 
the building projects of the pharaoh. Now, slavery, bondage, and 
servitude, brutal taskmasters and heavy burdens filled their days. 
They groaned under this reality. 

Even though the Israelites had journeyed willingly to the land 
of Egypt, and even though they had been blessed in this journey 
by plentiful grain and the beautiful land of Goshen as their 
dwelling place, what had once been a good and gracious land had 
become a place of enslavement. What had once been a place a 
refuge became a place of pain and sorrow. What had once been a 
place of life became a place of death—a land of exile where their 
baby boys were thrown into the Nile River. And the Hebrews were 
helpless to break free and escape Egypt. 

The people were in need of a leader. They were in need of a 
savior. They needed a leader to arise from their midst, a leader 
who would gather them together. One who would remind them of 
who they were and who their God was—and who they were in 
relationship to this God. They needed one who would bring them 
out of this terrible land of slavery and death. They needed 



someone who could and who would stand up to Pharaoh. God sent 
Moses. 

We could spend time talking about Moses and his abilities, or 
lack thereof. We could speak of his training, his education, and his 
reluctance. We could speak of his temper, of his spinelessness, of 
his lack of desire to carry out the task. We could speak at great 
length about all of these things; but God equipped Moses for the 
task and then sent him to rescue His people. One stubborn 
pharaoh and ten plagues later, Moses and the Israelites finally 
leave town after four hundred years. Moses and the Israelites are 
headed back to the land that was promised by God to His people 
from the days of Abraham.  

However, two obstacles remain between them and their 
rescue. Two obstacles stand in the way of their return from exile: 
a large army and a big body of water. Two obstacles and the 
Israelites are right in the middle of both of them. Pharaoh and his 
army are coming up fast from behind, and the Red Sea looms 
large ahead. They are stuck between the proverbial “rock and a 
hard place;” but God has a plan, a way, a means by which to save 
His people. 

The Lord God tells Moses to raise his staff over the waters of 
the Red Sea; miraculously the waters part, and the people pass 
through the waters on dry ground. As the people go through the 
waters, they are rescued from the land of slavery and death. The 
people cross over as they begin their return from exile. And then, 
to tie up all the loose ends and to deliver a message, the waters 
collapse on the advancing Egyptian army. Pharaoh and his army 
are destroyed in the waters. The evil is washed away. In the 
words of Moses, God says to His people, “Fear not, stand firm, 
and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will work for you 
today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see 



again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” 
And so, the Hebrew people are saved by the waters. 

There is life and death in those waters. The same waters that 
destroy the evil pharaoh and his army save the people of God. 
The Egyptians are drowned, and the Israelites walk away alive. 
The waters that killed also preserved life. This will not be the last 
time the Lord uses water to destroy the enemy and give life to His 
people. This will not be the last time the Lord uses water to bring 
His people back from exile. 

A land of bondage, a land of slavery to sin and death—slaves 
of Satan, enemies of God. The enemies—sin, death, and Satan—
still seek to enslave God’s people. These enemies are successful. 
We groan under the terrible burden of everlasting death. The 
people need—we need—to escape, but, we cannot. We need a 
Savior, a Deliverer to rise from our midst. A Savior who will 
gather us up and bring us out of this land of exile. We need a 
Savior who will reunite and restore us to God. We need One who 
will stand up to Satan and his evil power. God sent Jesus. 

We could spend some time speaking about Jesus and His 
abilities. We could speak of His power, of His lineage, of His 
sacrifice, of His love and mercy, but suffice it to say that in Jesus, 
God became flesh to dwell among us and rescue us from our land 
of exile. Jesus went down into the waters of the Jordan to be 
baptized by John—not to be washed clean of sin, for He had none. 
No, Jesus went down into the waters of the Jordan to take all of 
the world’s sins upon Himself and to go into the wilderness to take 
them back to the father of sin, Satan.  

The obstacle to our return from exile—the dividing wall of 
hostility that was raised between us and God by sin, death, and 
Satan—is removed. Christ went down into the waters and 
gathered all sin to Himself in order that waters might be cleansed 
and prepared for our own journey through the waters.  



Down into the waters of Baptism we go, and our old Adam is 
drowned as all sin is washed away. Up from the waters we arise, a 
new Adam, a new creation, a child of God. We come up from 
these sacramental waters into the promised land of everlasting 
life. Returned from exile, returned from a land of slavery, through 
the waters, into the arms of God. In Jesus’ name. Amen.  
 
HYMN “My Soul Now Magnifies the Lord” (LSB 934) 

 

 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005636 
Tune: Public domain 

 
PRAYERS 
P O God, our shelter and our fortress, give us courage to resist the 

devil, to stand firm and see Your salvation which You work for us 
this day in the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus delivered 
to us through Word and Sacrament; through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P O Almighty God, our Redeemer, be with us when we pass through 

the waters and walk through fire, that we may be brought to the 



place of Your ultimate goodness and eternal gifts; for You are one 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
P Father and Lord of life, even as the parents of Moses refused to 

throw their baby boy into the drowning waters of the Nile River, 
and even as they refused to obey the false gods and authorities of 
their time, give courage to us and all people in our time to protect 
the lives of all babies, both those outside their mothers’ wombs, 
and those on the inside; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P O God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, just as You equipped Moses 

for the task of leading Your people out of slavery and into 
freedom, so use the stammering and bumbling words and efforts 
of pastors to bring the liberating news of Jesus to all; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
P Lord God, our Deliverer, You have brought us through the waters 

of Baptism as on dry ground; grant that we, who have risen with 
Christ to walk in newness of life may bring glory to Your holy 
name; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
LORD’ PRAYER 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 



For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
COLLECT FOR PEACE 
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and 

all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the 
world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C Amen. 

 
HYMN “Baptized into Your Name Most Holy”  (LSB 590) 

 

 

 



 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 


