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Church family, 

A season that none of us desired has befallen us. The world’s pandemic has come to Devine 
and affected our family. Among other things, my article in last month’s newsletter spoke of 

our return to face-to-face gatherings after a period of exile, yet our reunion has been short 
lived. As we return to a season of worshipping as one church online, to call this a setback 
would be an understatement, but alas we have suffered a significant one. We find ourselves in 

a similar position as God’s people do in Ezra 4 where we find as Israel takes a few steps for-
ward, she suffers hits from the enemy that sets her a few steps back. As you read the chap-

ter, you will find that in reeling from the enemy’s attack, God’s people settled into a 
routine that did not include worship until God raised the prophets Haggai and Zechariah. 

 
In June we had started a new beginning with God, filled with excitement and hope. In His 

grace, the Lord permits us to turn to Him and start afresh, but no sooner do we begin to 
start anew than the enemy hits and we suffer a spiritual setback. The spiritual high that we 

enjoyed is followed by a deep spiritual low. At this point, I suspect that some of us are not 
sure if we want to ride the roller coaster back up for fear of what the next drop might be 

like. That’s what happened in Ezra 4 and what we must learn from:  whenever you make a 
commitment to the Lord, you must be prepared to face the enemy’s unrelenting 

attempt to set you back. There are some brief points I want to share from the chapter that 
can prepare us for what is next: 

 
   1. The enemy will oppose our every attempt to advance by: 
 a. Attempting to trick us to compromise under the guise of cooperation. 

 b. Attempting to discourage us. 
 c. Causing us to fear after discouragement. 

 d. Raising accusations and misinformation to oppose and undermine godly leaders. 
 e. Raising a rebellious faction to overwhelm the righteous. 

   2. There are wrong ways to respond to the enemy’s attacks, such as: 
 a. Giving up on spiritual growth and returning to your old ways. 

 b. Settling for “second best” spirituality. 
 c. Blaming God or His leaders for not doing what you would have done. 

 d. Assuming that this isn’t God’s time and that when He wants it done, it will get done. 
   3. We can overcome the enemy by: 

 a. Knowing who the enemy is—his children will reveal themselves through their actions and speech. 
 b. Resisting the enemy and his ways. 

 c. Submitting and drawing near to the Lord. 
 d. Persevering in the face of opposition. 

 
Loved ones, we serve the King who will have the final word and will set all things right. Until then, let us rejoice in our trials, 

for this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison (2 Corinthians 4:17). 

Pastor Dan 
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The SCORE 
DURING MY YEARS HERE IN MINISTRY WITH YOU…  there have been a few 

times when Choir members have asked for a “summer off” after a lot of work 

on Christmas and Easter musicals… WELL…. I guess this is that summer off.  Actually, MANY 

choir members have expressed to me how much they miss the friendship and camaraderie of 

choir rehearsal, and then naturally the joy of worshipping together in song.  Well, everybody 

just relax, be safe, follow the protocols and stay healthy.  As much as I miss you all, your health 

and safety are SO MUCH MORE IMPORTANT than time together.  This will all pass, and we 

will be together soon.  We have MANY songs to sing that we know, and we have several 

great new songs that we were learning that will get ready quickly.  Everybody relax and pray 

for each other.  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart.”  TOGETHER SOON, IN HIS TIME. 

Until then,  

Bro. David 
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July Prayer Strategy 
 

Praying for Myself and Other Christians 
 

Father, I pray that I and my fellow Christians will fully surrender their lives to the lordship of Jesus Christ. 
 

Lord, help us to stay in fellowship, service, worship, and growth in Your church. 

Help us grow in Christ and obey the Word of God as a disciple. 

Father, help us find our identity and satisfaction in Christ rather than anything else. 

Lord, may we be devoted to prayer in secret and corporately in the church. 

Help us break free of any bondage, stronghold, or addiction in our lives. 

I pray that we will live with Christ as our hope and true source of peace and happiness. 

Father, Give us courage to share the gospel and faithfully make disciples of others. 

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, 

acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but 

be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which 

is good and acceptable and perfect. Romans 12:1-2 nasb 
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3 Diana Ramirez 9 Tracy Wilson 13 Isac Ovalle 25 Caitlyn Breiten 

4 Edwin Goede  Jesse Yantiz 16 Becky Shuler 26 Debbie Andrews 

 Jerry Martin 10 Rita Clark  Katie Wiemers 28 Reagan Wagner 

 Mark Spielman 12 Caroline Anderson 17 Cassidee Wood 29 Diana Perez 

 Carson Tilley  Elaine Heathcock 18 Roberta Dossey  Vici Singleton 

5 Outlaw Walker  Ken Nighswander 19 Kari Davis  Jamie Walker 

6 Marilyn Nighswander  Kenneth Nighswander 20 Rob Buvinghausen 30 Tricia Lipscomb 

8 Deborah Napier  Ken Wagoner  Bethany Newburg  Dalees Moore 

 Martha Ovalle 13 Karen Bain 23 Ken Bowyer  Landon Wilkins 

9 Kevin Beadle  Carol Crouch  Patti Richard   
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FBC Live Streaming 
https://www.facebook.com/firstbaptistchurchdevine/live 

Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 

Join us live at 10:30 a.m. for a message from the Word by Pastor Dan or Pastor Steve 

Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 

Join us for a mid-week worship service 

 

Check us out on Facebook for other opportunities 

Like and share our Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/FirstBaptistChurchDevine 

 

Give to First Baptist Church 

Please consider supporting the ministry of FBC Devine as we advance the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

https://fbcdevine.org/give 
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First Baptist Church 

Monthly Newsletter 
July Meetings 

Canceled 

 

Until Further Notice 

Please join us via Facebook Live 

from your home Sunday at 10:30 am. 

Alternatively, you are welcome to join 

us for “drive-in church” 

where you can also listen to this same 

message live by tuning your car radio 

to 93.7 FM when you park on the  

Briscoe property. 

If you have any need or questions, 

please contact FBC at 830-663-4408 

 

 

Newsletter Articles for August 

Due in the church office by July 20th 

 

Check out www.fbcdevine.org 

You can watch last Sunday’s message 

on the website. 

There is also a link to our FBC 

Facebook page where you can watch 

the sermon live! 

 


