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Church family, 
 

We have a glorious Savior! And He is risen! It’s my 
prayer that you continue to grow in the resurrected life of Jesus Christ. 

 
As our church is being resurrected from the challenges we faced in 2020, we are 

preparing to move forward into God’s future for FBC. Through His Word, the 

Lord has led us with a strong emphasis upon discipleship and missions over the 

last year, calling us to commit ourselves to the work He has for us stretching 

from Devine to the ends of the earth. 

 
In order to support this, I believe our church is at a point where we can begin to 

consider our pastoral staffing needs. Traditionally, most church structures, including ours, have been built 

around programs designed to provide opportunities for people to participate in events and educational 

schedules that would strengthen their walk with Christ. Such a program approach proved tremendously 

fruitful for several generations.   

 

The difficulty of the program approach was (and is) that it sometimes took on a life of its own, and churches 

found themselves running programs that were no longer as useful (or attractive) as they had been. Instead of 

filling a need, they became an institution in and of themselves with positions to be filled and events to be 

created—even when everyone knew that few would attend. Furthermore, when decline became painfully 

obvious, many of the "still active" often concluded that "people are just not faithful anymore." The result of 

this is that instead of creating a joy-filled church atmosphere where people enjoyed meeting and learning, 

guilt for not participating enough made its way into the mix.  

 

Many fresh expressions of church have realized the above and begun to rethink what church might look like 

if different models were attempted.  The Bible speaks quite a bit about worship, prayer, evangelism, and the 
care for the poor, but it says very little, if anything, about church programming as such.   

 

In our contemporary world, people, and especially young families, are not looking for more things to 

attend. They are busy running their kids to a variety of events—a number of which they consider important 

for their children's later opportunities in universities and such.  Because of this “new” reality, rather than 

more programs to attend, what most people are looking for are ways to add meaning and focus to their 

hectic and often pain-filled lives.  They are looking for people with whom to share life, people from whom to 

learn how to tackle life, people who can and will walk beside them as they try to understand how faith can 

have real meaning for their real-life situation. New planned learning events are not an immediate interest, 

but others (people of faith) with whom they can share life and “be church” in their hectic and often frenzied 

life settings are desired.  

 

It was this realization that guided my thoughts about the future of FBC.  What would a staff structure look 

like if it was not mostly built around programs offering opportunities to participate?   
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As I see it, focus in a 21st-century postmodern setting must be on supporting people where they are and 

walk with them as they navigate life and faith.  Life takes precedence over programs! For example, rather 

than creating events for parents to attend, and yet other events to which they can (should) bring their 

children, I imagine a family ministry where the family pastor comes alongside the young families to help 

them envision what life together may look like for a young Christian couple, what it means to raise young 

kids in a Christian home when their friends are raised differently, to help them navigate and balance the 

demands of modern life, to help them connect with others in their situation from whom they can find daily 

support and with whom they can share their life.  In other words, rather than focusing on the creation of 

events and learning opportunities for them to attend, ministry happens with them as "life-support" so to 

speak. 

 

In our current situation at FBC, and with the opportunities we have at this given moment, I see the 

ministry staff structure something like this: 

 
A Lead Pastor,  

an Associate Pastor of Families,  

an Associate Pastor of Pastoral Care, 

an Associate Pastor of Music 
 

As growth and ministry demands necessitate, FBC will regularly re-evaluate staffing needs. 

 

Supporting these ministry positions, I also see support staff as something like this: 

 

A financial secretary, 

a church administrative assistant, 

facilities and custodial staff, 

and nursery and preschool staff. 

 

At our March business meeting, the church was led of God to support accepting the proposed part-time 

staff position of Associate Pastor of Pastoral Care. Johnny Davis has been serving in this capacity, discipling 

our congregation in the practices of caring for one another in Christian love. I am excited about the care 

ministry that Pastor Johnny is leading and if you feel led, reach out to him with a word of encouragement 

and any questions about how you can participate in that important work. 

 

At business meeting this month, you will have an opportunity to review a proposed job description for the 

Associate Pastor of Families position. The main function of this role is to work alongside young families, 

helping them re-envision life as Christian couples as we refine our efforts in Kinder through 12 discipleship. 

I am asking you to begin seeking the Lord’s leading in prayer so that when we assemble this month, we can 

hear God’s direction on this matter. 

 

In His service and yours, 

 

Pastor Dan 
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Rehearsal for the Easter Cantata: 
Sunday, March 28th at 6:00 p.m. in the sanctuary 
Saturday, April 3rd at 9:00 a.m. in the sanctuary 

Easter Sunday, April 4th warm up at 8:15 a.m. in the sanctuary 
           followed by breakfast in the fellowship hall at 8:30 a.m. 
 

Choir Rehearsal Will resume Sunday, April 11th at 6:00 p.m. in the chapel. 
Please come and join us as we praise our Lord with music. 

April Prayer Strategy 
 

God, bless our city and make it a safe place for families freely live, worship, and serve You. 

Lord, raise up strong pastors and healthy churches throughout the city to be a light and a spiritual 

force for good. 

Father, open the eyes of believers with hearts of love and compassion for the lost. 

Unite local pastors in prayer for one another and for revival and restoration in our city. 

Lord, give our leaders guidance and understanding, and help them fear God rather than man. 

Father, give us strong godly leaders who will honor You and serve the people wisely, justly and 

unselfishly. 

Lord God, pour out Your Spirit and bring revival to the church and spiritual awakening to the city. 

“Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify 

your Father who is in heaven. Matthew 5:16 nasb 

Please check out the website, www.fbcdevine.org, for a full Easter Schedule. 

Destination Dig 
Unearthing the truth about Jesus 

Association VBS Training 

Saturday, April 24, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. 

First Baptist Church Charlotte 

173 S. Yule Ave. - Charlotte, Texas 

Contact Duane Mayberry at 830-277-1412 for more information. 
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1 Kara Stacy 11 John Bean 18 Jack Trogden 24 Rusty Spannagel 

2 Lydia Stafford  Hailey McLaughlin 19 Debbie Outlaw 26 Kenneth Byers 

3 Jeremy DeLeon  Dan Newburg 20 Mike Alvarez  Carolyn Jemeyson 

4 Tom Marshall 12 Blain Davis 22 Karsyn DeLeon 28 Kody Villarreal 

6 Deborah Brown 15 Amanda Solis 23 Keri James  Martha Wall 

 Aaron Rendon 17 Sandy Harriman  Joyce McDonald   

7 James Dossey 18 Taylor Chandler 24 Jacob Barron   

10 Billy Killough  Nancy Pepper  Andrew Duffer   

        

        

        

        

        

Hobo Party 
Monday, April 19th 

6:00 p.m. 
All 2021 graduating seniors are  

invited to the FBC Devine 
Senior Class Hobo Party. 

There will be hobo stew with  
cornbread and dessert.  
Games and lots of fun!  

Plus a word from Pastor Dan. 
Costumes are encouraged! 

Spring Movies  (Movie time - 8:00 p.m.) 

       April 1st - The Passion of the Christ   

April 9th - Mulan   April 16th - Unbroken  April 23rd - Toy Story 2  

April 30th - Facing the Giants 

New Discipleship Training Class 

Sunday, April 11th at 3:00 p.m. 

Creationism vs Evolutionism 

This four week study will be  

led by Tommy Ramirez. 
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April Meetings 

Monday, April 5th 

7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 

7:00 p.m. Ladies’ Bible Study-Reading through the 

Chronological Bible (F.H.) 

Sunday, April 11th 

3:00 p.m. Creationism vs Evolutionism led by Tommy Ramirez 

4:00 p.m. Church Conference (Fellowship Hall) 

Sunday, April 18th 

3:00 p.m. Creationism vs Evolutionism led by Tommy Ramirez 

Saturday, April 24th 

9 a.m. to 12 p.m. Association VBS Training at FBC Charlotte 

Sunday, April 25th 

3:00 p.m. Creationism vs Evolutionism led by Tommy Ramirez 

4:00 p.m. Mission Kentucky Planning Meeting (F.H.) 

Thursday, April 29th 

6:30 p.m. Baptist Men’s Fellowship (F.H.) 

 

Newsletter Articles for May 2021 

Due in the church office by April 20th 

Check out www.fbcdevine.org 

There is a link to our FBC 

Facebook page where you can watch 

the sermon live! 

We are also now on YouTube. 

Check it out and Subscribe! 
 

Regular Sunday Schedule 

The normal Sunday schedule is: 

9:15 a.m. Sunday School - all ages 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

5:00 p.m. Praying the Scripture 

6:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 


