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Ephesians 2:8-10 ⬧ Pastor Dean Lancaster ⬧ June 19, 2022 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the 

gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, created in 

Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. Eph. 2:8–10 

This passage sets forth the simple truths surrounding the issue of works. Many are 

confused by the relationship good deeds have with salvation. Here, Paul clears up 

any confusion. 

Not By Works 
Ephesians 2:9 [Salvation comes] not by works, so that no one can boast. 
To accept the Bible’s teaching that salvation is “not by works” means to go against 

the  beliefs of our culture . 

The common denominator in all other human-made religions is  works . 

Every religion devised by mankind requires one to put forth some sort of effort 

to  practice  the religion and achieve their  salvation . 

By Grace 

Ephesians 2:8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— 

Notice the tense of the verb here, “You  have been  saved.” 

Your salvation is  settled  and  assured . 

The Bible is stressing this truth here: You have  nothing to to do with  your salvation. 

If grace is what God deposited for you,  faith  is the way you make a withdrawal. 

True faith is  belief  plus  trust . 

God’s Handiwork 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

We cannot boast that we have been saved because we are  God’s  handiwork, 

not  our own . 

We are not saved by grace with faith plus good works, but by a  faith  that  works . 

The word “workmanship or handiwork” is actually our English word for “ poem .” 

We are God’s  poetry in motion . 

Whatever the task to which he has called you, you will be equipped for it as surely as 

a  bird  is capable of  flight . 

Take this with you... 

Pride is like a  beard , it just keeps growing; the solution is to  shave it everyday . 

Accepting God’s grace demands that we also accept our  need for it . 

The genuineness of any good deeds are determined  by their  motivation ; to get 

something  from God  or to  obey the God  who gave you everything. 

The works performed by the follower of Jesus are things done because  Jesus  is 

being  followed . 
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