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Paul is drawing our attention to the great contrast we experience as followers of 
Jesus. The state of our existence before we met Christ is explored in the first three 
verses of the second chapter in Ephesians. 

Our Reality Without Jesus: 

We Were Dead 
Ephesians 2:1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 

The primary characteristic of death is  powerlessness . 

Those who are spiritually dead are unable to respond to  spiritual stimuli . 

Peace cannot be found; the dead live in a constant state of  conflict  and  fear .  

Romans 3:17 They don’t know where to find peace. 

One corpse cannot be  more dead  than another, our world is one vast graveyard 

filled with people who are dead while they  live . 

We Were Disobedient 

Ephesians 2:2  in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of 

the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 

Our disobedience places us in an  adversarial relationship  with the Creator of the 

Universe. 

We disobey because the nature with which we are born encourage us to follow 

a  sinful path . 

James 1:14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own 

evil desire and enticed. 

We disobey because our  enemy  is always  tempting  us to. 

2 Corinthians 11:3 But I am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent’s 

cunning, your minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to 

Christ. 

We Were Doomed 

Ephesians 2:3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our 

flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of 

wrath. 

 Depravity  is a trap that causes one to continue to seek that which does not  exist . 

All are born condemned to receive the  wrath of God  and remain that way. 

Praise the Lord Paul is using language of the  past . 

Pride in one’s self is the barrier many refuse to  destroy , so that they resist 

the  humility  necessary to receive salvation. 

Take this with you... 

Celebrate the  hope  you have through the  blood  of Jesus. 

Celebrate the  freedom  to obey your Creator through the  sacrifice  of Jesus. 

Celebrate the glorious  future  you have because of the  deliverance from 

death  through Jesus. 

It is from  darkness  to a  stunning dawn , every follower of Jesus can celebrate. 

 


