
WEDDING INFORMATION & POLICIES 
 

First United Methodist Church 
 

Weddings are a time of excitement, beauty, and Holy commitment.  Our pastor will be glad to 
answer any questions and to work with you in planning a ceremony that will be beautiful and insure 
sacredness and dignity of this special event in your life.  It will be more meaningful to you, your 
family and friends when there is careful planning.  For this reason, we have designed the following 
information to help you in planning your wedding at First United Methodist Church of Pigeon Forge. 

 
1.  APPLICATION 

 
 Call the pastor at the earliest possible time to schedule your wedding on the Church calendar.  A 

time will be arranged for you to meet with the pastor for premarital preparation.  Church policies will also 
be explained and a wedding application will be presented and reviewed. 

 The wedding date is confirmed only when this appointment has been met, the application form is 
completed and returned to the Church Office, and all applicable fees paid in advance. 

 
2.  WEDDING FEES       

 
      If the bride, groom, or parent is a member of First United Methodist Church, there is no charge for 
the use of the building or facilities.  However, a $100.00 custodial fee will be charged.  The church 
must be left as clean and orderly as it was found. 
      If neither the bride, groom, nor parent is a member of First United Methodist Church, there will be 
a basic charge for the use of the building and facilities in addition to custodial fees.  These charges 
cover heat, electricity, water, etc., and additional work for the custodian. 
 
Non-Member   Non-Member                
Custodial Fees   Building Fees      
   $100.00    Sanctuary   $100.00               

      Fellowship Hall   $100.00 
      Deposit   $100.00 
   

         Gratuities and/or fees for the pastor, pianist, organist, etc., must be paid directly to these         
individuals prior to the wedding. 
 

3. ORGANIST 
 
Our Church Organist is most familiar with the instrument, it’s settings and stops.  Therefore, we 

urge the use of our organist.  Guest organists must be approved by our church organist.  Contact the 
organist directly regarding her fee. 

 
4. MUSIC    

 
Guest instrumentalists are welcome (except as provided in No. 3 above) and if a guest organist, 

pianist, vocalist or other instrumentalist is used, their music must be submitted to the Pastor for approval. 
 



5. OFFICIATING MINISTER 
 

You will need to use the pastor from First United Methodist Church or someone approved by  
him/her.  The pastor must extend the invitation to another officiant of the wedding. 

 
6. SAME-SEX WEDDINGS 

 
   Our denominational policies prohibit the conduct of same-sex wedding ceremonies in our 

facilities and prohibit our clergy from officiating at same-sex wedding ceremonies. 
 

7.  PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

    The person responsible for photography must schedule with the Church Secretary, an available 
room for family and individual pictures.  Rearrangement of any furniture should be done under the 
supervision of the custodian then returned to proper order when the photographer is finished.  
Photographers should do everything possible to ensure that the sacredness of worship not be 
compromised.  Photographs taken with a flash camera may only be taken before and after the ceremony.  
Non-flash pictures and videos will be permitted during the ceremony only if the photographer agrees to 
stand in one location to do photography or videography. 

 
8.  RICE 

 
Rice is not to be used:  (1) Inside the Church building because of the danger of persons slipping 

on the rice on slick floors and/or because of the difficulty of vacuuming the rice from the carpeting.  (2) 
Outside the building because it can be fatal to birds which eat the dry rice grains.  If something is 
desired as a traditional wish of best wishes, we suggest flower petals or wild bird seed to be used  
outside the building  only. 

 
9.  DEPOSIT 

 
   A $100.00 deposit is required of all Non-Members using our facility and must be paid prior to 
setting the date on the church calendar.  Deposit will be returned if the facility is deemed free of any 
damage by the users. 

 
10.  SMOKING 

 
The use of tobacco products or vaping devices is not permitted inside the Church building. 
 

          11.   ALCOHOL 
 
No alcoholic beverages are permitted on Church property.  

 

 
 
 

These policies pertain to a publicly announced wedding. For a small private wedding,  
arrangements may be made with the minister during normal office hours. 


