
 
 

 
 
 

   1 
Preschool & Early 
Childhood Conference 
 
5:30 pm VBS 

 
 

2 
Preschool & Early 
Childhood Conference 
 
 
 
* Briston Johnson 
* Drew Marksbury 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
* Karlene Huntley 
* Camryn Bockelmann 

4 
8th Sunday a. Pentecost 
9:00am   Worship W/HC 
10:30am Adult Bible Study 
 
 

5 
Little Lambs fall 
registration deadline 
 

 
 

* Dick Jr. Braun 
* Kyla Perkins 

6 
8:30am Quilter’s Group 
2:00pm Stephen Leaders 
2:30pm Leadership Meeting 
4:30pm Prayer Group 
6:00pm Evangelism 
Meeting 
 

7 
7:00am Pastor B’fast Mtg  
3:00pm Pastor’s Little 
Lambs Time 
7:00pm Worship Service 
 
* Terry Van Roekel 

 

8 
 
 

9 
3:00pm Little Lambs 
Story Time 
 

10 
Pioneer Valley Days 
Parade 
 
 
 
* Leigh Starr 

11 
9th Sunday a. Pentecost 
9:00am   Worship  
10:30am Adult Bible Study 
11:00am Community 
Picnic 
 

12 
 

13 
8:30am Quilter’s Group 
2:00pm Stephen Leaders 
4:30pm Prayer Group 
 
 

14 
7:00am Pastor B’fast Mtg 
12:30pm Pastor & 
Teacher meeting 
3:00pm Pastor’s Little 
Lambs Time 
7:00pm Worship Service 

 

15 
Little Lambs Open House 

 
 
 

* Gerald Mitchell 

16 
3:00pm Little Lambs 
Story Time 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10th Sunday a. Pentecost 
9:00am   Worship W/HC 
10:30am Adult Bible Study 

 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
* Joshua Fleckenstein 
 

20 
8:30am Quilter’s Group 
2:00pm Stephen Leaders 
2:30pm Leadership Meeting 
4:30pm Prayer Group 
6:00pm Elder’s Meeting 
* Lisa Bockelmann 
 

21 
7:00am Pastor B’fast Mtg 
3:00pm Pastor’s Little 
Lambs Time 
7:00pm Worship Service 
 
* Sharon Huntley 
 

 

22 
 
 

23 
3:00pm Little Lambs 
Story Time 
 
 
 
* Kay Cota 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25 
11th Sunday a. Pentecost 
9:00am   Worship 
10:30am Adult Bible Study 
 
 
* Rick Brenden 
* Emily Norton 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
* Paetyn Barge 

27 
8:30am Quilter’s Group 
2:00pm Stephen Leaders 
2:30pm Leadership Meeting 
4:30pm Prayer Group 
 
* Sophia Johnson 

 
 
 

28 
7:00am Pastor B’fast Mtg 
3:00pm Pastor’s Little 
Lambs Time 
7:00pm Worship Service 
 
* Brandon Verros 

 
 

 

29 
1:00pm LWML Meeting 
 

30 
3:00pm Little Lambs 
Story Time 

31 
 
 
 
 
*August Birthdays 
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A U G U S T  2 0 1 9  N E W S L E T T E R  
 

 
Extraordinary 

Profiles: 
Abigail 

 

We’ve all 
met her 
before; 
married young 
to a husband with means. He was 
from a solid family with a good 
name and station. She thought 
she had it made. After the 
honeymoon, his true colors came 
out quickly. He was rude, ill-
mannered, and very unpleasant. 
Worse, he was a fool, just like his 
name (who saw that coming?). 
The servants and staff knew it 
well. Abigail had drawn a bad 
card. Bad went to worse when 
Nabal (the fool) began to drink to 
excess—great excess. If he had 
been difficult before, he was 
unlivable now. He was beyond 
reason. 

 

 

LITTLE LAMBS 
July, July, July  
where did it go? I 
feel I haven’t even 
gotten summer 
going and now it is 
time to get things 

for fall rolling.  
Speaking of which…fall 
enrollment for Little Lambs has 
started. We are looking very full 
for the fall. If you are a current 
family, but have dropped for the 
summer, please come in and get 
           
 
    
 

 
    Then it happens. Visitors 
come from David, son of 
Jesse. They come to make a 
request that shouldn’t be 
necessary. Already David had 
been slighted by Nabal, 
whose operation had 
benefited from the war hero’s 
protection. Ever gracious and 
reasonable, David sends and 
envoy in good faith. Nabal is 
already full of food and wine; 
he adds great insult to great 
injury and sends the men 
away. With all that has 
happened, David is well 
within his right to carry out his 
wrath on Nabal and all he 
has. The servants know; the 
fool has doomed them all. 
 
(continued page 2) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
your fall paperwork.  The 
deadline is Monday, August 
5th. 
On another note, I hope 
everyone had a great and 
safe Fourth of July! The 
fireworks were sure fun to 
watch and I was just glad 
that the rain stopped long 
enough for us to do them! 
Little Lambs is having our 
Open House Thursday, August 
15th. Doors are open to all, so 
please come and join us!  
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Rev. Benjamin D. Perkins 
Pastor 

 

Pastor: 

Cell: 636‐328‐5648 
Email: pbenmin@outlook.com 

 

Church Office: 

Phone: 712‐943‐4502 
Email: sopoffice@longlines.com 

 

Preschool: 

Phone: 712‐943‐4507 
Email: sopll@longlines.com 

 

Church Website: 
www.shepherdofpeacechurch.com 

 

Worship with Us 

Sunday Morning 

Worship Service   9:00am 

Sunday School 10:15am 

Adult Bible Study 10:30am 

Wednesday Evening 

Worship Event    7:00pm 
 

Shepherd of Peace Mission 
Statement 

We the members of the Body of Christ 

here at Shepherd of Peace, responding to 

God’s love and selfless concern, dedicate 

ourselves and our congregation to: THE 

CONTINUAL GROWTH OF THE BODY OF 

CHRIST by unceasing efforts in the 

following areas: EDUCATION, WORSHIP, 

OUTREACH, AND SPIRITUAL CARE 
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astor Perkins continued…  
 

Enter Abigail. She has cleaned up Nabal’s messes 
in the past. Maybe she can help. But what can be 
done? After a servant alerts her, Abigail swings into 
action. She puts together everything at hand, 
moving quickly. This calls not only for reparations, but 
also diplomacy and finesse. David’s army is no 
doubt on its way. They came in peace once. This 
time they come ready for a reckoning.  

Having with her a feast fit for a king, Abigail takes 
a strategic route to intercept David and his men just 
ahead of the men and beasts which bear her gift. 
She dismounts and humbles herself in his presence. 
She is the picture of grace and beauty as she takes 
the blame on herself: “On me alone, adonai, be the 
guilt. Do not regard this worthless Nabal. Thank 
Yahweh that He has restrained you from bloodguilt.” 
She makes amends, assuages his wrath, and gives 
David the reverence and respect befitting a future 
king. 

Her mission succeeds. David is more than 
convinced, more than persuaded. His response:  

“Blessed be Yahweh, the God of Israel, who sent 
you this day to meet me!”  

Not often mentioned or referenced, Abigail 
stands as a giant among God’s people. Having 
endured a difficult life and suffered the pains of an 

unfortunate union, her patience pays off. She is in 
the place God has put her in His will. She has the 
ability, the boldness and the aplomb to do what is 
necessary to avert a terrible tragedy. She is blessed 
by the future and king and earns the gratitude of his 
army and her own household.  

While this would be enough for Abigail, God has 
another end in mind. “In the morning, when the wine 
had gone out of Nabal, his wife told him these things, 
and his heart died within him, and he became as a 
stone. And about ten days later Yahweh struck 
Nabal, and he died.” 

God gives and takes. It is a blessing to read this 
story of perfect justice. And he does not leave 
Abigail alone. 

“Then David sent and spoke to Abigail, to take 
her as his wife.”  

This hapless woman, the wife of an insufferable 
oaf, becomes the wife of the king. God is faithful. 

This is the God we serve. He doesn’t always act 
so visibly, but He loves you no less. Even as Abigail 
took on guilt not her own, the Lord sent His Son to 
take on your guilt. His sacrifice and his victory over 
death ensure an ending for you greater and more 
beautiful than even that of the lovely Abigail. 
 His mercy endures forever! 

Pastor Ben 

 

As many of you are most aware a few years ago we needed to take out a loan to replace the leaking 
and damaged roof on the church. A few years later we needed to take out an additional loan to take care 
of church expenses. Right now this loan balance sits just above $30,000. We are hoping with this article that 
we will be able to inspire some financial help to keep paying down the balance so that we will be able to 
make some updates to the church building. This building continues to show signs of its age and maintenance 
items continue to arise. Getting the loan paid down and out of way will be a huge blessing to allow for 
upgrades and improvements. 

We hope you are aware that we have made an apple tree with many apples on it, on the bulletin board 
outside the sanctuary. This tree and apples represent the loan and the payments needed to pay the loan 
down. Over the past few months there have been some great donations by individuals in the church to help 
pay over our minimum monthly payments. We have also had special groups within the church make very 
generous donations to this specific cause.  To be exact $4,200 was paid over the monthly payments this year 
alone! With efforts like these and hopefully some more inspired people donating, we will be able to get this 
loan paid down quicker than the 20 years left on the loan at this time. 

If you can take an apple, some are labeled with a full month payment and some are blank for any 
donation amount, please join in this effort to pay this loan off and move on to new projects at SOP! (please 
make sure and put an apple with your donation so we know to apply the donation directly to the loan) The 
intention of the apple tree is not to replace your typical offerings as we still have operating costs that are 
covered by offerings. 

God Bless and thanks for your continued support of SOP! 
         

 

 P 
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“I don’t understand this!” It is the cry of my 10-
year old self. Math wasn’t my strong subject, and 
long division was my worst nightmare. So many 
steps. So many things to be done in order. Mrs. 
Blaser, the principal of our grade school, had 
stopped by and was walking through the 
classroom. She stopped to ask about the 
frustration she could read on my face. My 
confusion was the problem. I just wanted to 
understand. 

This want for understanding is a common 
theme in life. Living in peace at home means 
understanding the household. At every level of 
education it is difficult to advance if one doesn’t 
understand the material. It is the same way in 
business. To do a job it is necessary to understand 
what needs done and why it needs done. When 
someone has a problem the first important step is 
to gain an understanding of the situation. In order 
to be fair to everyone it is necessary to understand 
the position of each. 

A lot has changed since fourth grade. In recent 
years we have seen technology lead trends 
instead of responding to consumer needs. We 
have seen the customer become the boss in retail, 
only to give a little ground back as companies 
consolidate and options become limited. Some 
things we understand, some we do not. It is not 
always important. This is something I don’t 
completely understand. 

With personal conversations becoming public 
and social interaction becoming a platform in the 
media, something else has changed. The personal 
want for understanding is replaced by something 
more personal, something more passionate: the  

need to be understood. As people walk through 
life, they are concerned not with their own level of 
understanding, but the degree to which their 
motives, reasons, and feelings are perceived by 
others. 

This is, if you’ll pardon the expression, 
understandable. No one wants to be falsely 
accused, particularly in a culture where viewpoints 
are attacked with regard to stimulus more than 
substance. That is, his or her view is not valid 
because they are motivated by racism (or 
jealousy, or spite, etc.). “Oh Lord, please don’t let 
me be misunderstood!” i 

Unpleasant as facts are, they have the benefit 
of being objective. That is, they are reliable. They 
are not subject to opinion or interpretation. If the 
penalty for a crime can be increased if motivated 
(or deemed so) by hate, being taken the wrong 
way can cause serious harm.  

 If what I understand about words is true, we 
are in far less danger if we shout, speak and 
publicize fewer of them. If we seek first to 
understand, it seems to me that we will be less 
likely to utter things in haste, in retaliation, or from 
spite. When words are many, says Proverbs, 
transgression is not lacking, but whoever restrains 
his lips is prudent. ii 

More simply (and also from fourth grade), we 
have one mouth and two ears. The safest bet is to 
speak half as much as we listen. The Preacher 
perhaps said it best: “Be not rash with your mouth, 
nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word before 
God, for God is in heaven and you are on earth. 
Therefore let your words be few.” iii  

God grant us to will and to do this by His grace, 
lest we be misunderstood. His richest blessings to 
you. 

 

 

i The Animals, 1964 
ii Proverbs 10:19 
iii Ecclesiastes 5:2 
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  Birthdays   
       Briston Johnson      August 2 
       Drew Marksbury      August 2 
       Karlene Huntley      August 3 
       Camryn Bockelmann      August 3 
       Dick Jr. Braun August 5 

       Kyla Perkins August 5 

       Terry Van Roekel August 7 

       Leigh Starr August 10 

  Gerald Mitchell August 15 

  Joshua Fleckenstein August 19 

  Lisa Bockelmann August 20 

  Sharon Huntley August 21 

  Kay Cota August 23 

  Rick Brenden August 25 

  Emily Norton August 25 

  Paetyn Barge August 26 

  Sophia Johnson August 27 

  Brandon Verros August 28 

   

Baptisms 
 

       Carla Erickson      August 1 
       Brett Haider      August 2 
       Seth Wych      August 9 
       Jessica Wych Plantenberg      August 9 
       Dianne Clark      August 11 
       Camryn Bockelmann      August 14 
       Michael Zarbano      August 17 
       Glenda Wulf      August 18 
       Thomas Wych      August 28 
       Hunter Wendel      August 28 
 
Wedding Anniversaries   

     Gerald & Sue Mitchell      August 2 

     Rick & Susan Brenden      August 9 
     Raymond & Karen Horner      August 18 
     Benjamin & Dulsey Perkins      August 19 
     James & Mary Ruble      August 24 

    

 

 

Board of Lay Ministry 
The nature of the duties of this Board requires 
that only men noted for their Christian 
knowledge, zeal and experience in the spiritual 
work of the Kingdom of Christ shall be elected  
to membership. The Board shall consist of at  
least (five) 5 members, including the elected 
Director of the Board. 
The basic objectives of this Board are the  
spiritual welfare of the Pastor and congregation 
members, individually and corporately, and the 
supervision of everything pertaining to 
congregational worship. 

 
Tom Tainter   (712) 251‐4576 

ttainter@outlook.com 
Michael Aguirre   (712) 943‐3614   
    maguirre@1fbusa.com 
Bob Lee  (712) 490‐7016      

robert.lee@royalcanin.com 
Dan Umbrell        (651)‐434‐8223       

dan.umbrell@crowniron.com 
Mickey Haider     (619) 392‐0544      

mmmrbcm7@yahoo.com 

 
 

 

 

Do You Have A Prayer Request? Please contact 

Lannie in the church office at 712‐943‐4502,or 

email Lannie Knapp sopoffice@longlines.com and 

Michael Aguirre maguirre@cableone.net and 

they will get the prayer requests sent and to 

Pastor Perkins. 

Bulletin & Newsletter Deadlines:  All information 

for the weekly bulletins should be turned into the 

church office by 12 noon on Wednesdays.  All 

information for the newsletter should be turned 

into the church office by eod on the third 

Wednesday of each month. 

Office Contact:  Phone 712‐943‐4502, Email 

sopoffice@longlines.com  

Church Website: 

www.shepherdofpeacechurch.com 

 
 


