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Happy new year to you all from Siouxland Lutheran 
Hispanic Ministry!  As I write this (January 10), it’s 
hard to believe that the holidays have come and gone 
so quickly and that we are well into the first month of 

the new year.  Since I am already preparing a recap of last 
year’s events for Hope Lutheran, I’ll use this newsletter as an 
opportunity to do the same.  I will include a brief excerpt and 
picture from each month.  We thank our Lord Jesus for all the 
work He has done in and through us over this past year, and we 
look forward with anticipation to what lies ahead. 

January 2021: Our 
hope stands more firmly and 
visibly when the rubble of our 
false gods of self-sufficiency 
and self-security are lying on 
the ground in pieces.  We 
don't know what 2021 will 
bring, and although we do 
pray for peace, health and 
stability, we remember that no 
matter how dark things get,  
Jesus is the "light of all 

mankind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it” (John 1:4-5).   Picture: You see Jasmine, Fátima, 
Ángel, and Leiton (left to right) testing their puppeteer skills.  
Thanks to Joyce and Ed for 
inspiring them with so many 
creative activities!   

February: We certainly 
don’t need to seek trouble or 
martyrdom—Satan, the world, 
and our sinful flesh will 
provide plenty—but we also 
remember that “the good, 
peaceful, easy life” is not our 
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Prayers 

• That our Lord would 
continue to keep 
Valia and her 
mother safe in 
Cuba.  

• For Juan, 
Yessenia’s son, who 
lives in Mexico.  

• For Lucy, that she 
would be able to 
return from 
Nicaragua without 
problems.  

For the Calendar 

Our next quarterly 
Siouxland Hispanic 

Ministry meeting will 
be Tuesday, March 8 

at 6:30 pm.  

Add it to your 
calendar and come 

join us!

SIOUXLAND LUTHERAN 
HISPANIC MINISTRY 

A Recap of Last Year
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consolation. “When I am about to depart this life,” Luther said, 
“I support myself with this consolation: That I believe in God’s 
Son.”  We know God’s Son, and through Him we have true 
life! That is our only true consolation! Picture: Enjoying an 
end of the year ESL party with some special treats.

March: Just a week ago, 
Yessenia made an even deeper 
connection: “It must be offensive 
to Jesus when we try to please 
God with our good works,” she 
said.  “It’s like telling Jesus that 
what he did wasn’t good enough 
and we have to add more to it.”  I 
couldn’t have said it better! 
Picture: Jackeline (Guatemala) 
and I have met together twice a 
week for 8 months to study the 
Bible and the Small Catechism. 

April: Now that the curse 
of the law is gone, we are 
free to begin to fulfill 
God’s law as new creatures 
by the power of His Spirit 
dwelling in us—always 
imperfectly this side of 
heaven, and yet, always 
covered by Jesus’ blood! 
Picture: Ed and Eric, one 
of our Faith, Fun, Food 
catechism students.

May: As faithful Christians get pushed to the fringes of our 
culture, we will rejoice all the 
more in our Christ-centered 
sub-culture, a closely-knit flock 
of sheep who hear and follow 
the voice of their Shepherd—a 
flock that boldly and 
unashamedly lives counter-
culturally, living out the truth in 
love in a world where both 
seem to be rapidly diminishing. 
Picture:  The Calvert family 
our Easter breakfast after our 
sunrise service. 
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Supporting 
Siouxland Hispanic 

Ministry 

Thank you to the many 
congregations and 

individuals who 
continue supporting us 

with such generous 
gifts. If financially 

supporting a specific 
ministry is something 

you or your 
congregation have been 

considering, please 
keep us in mind.  

Don’t forget to add 
us to your daily 

prayer list! 

Interested in 
Supporting? 

 If you’d like to support 
our Hispanic ministry 

in Siouxland, please 
send aid to the address 
on the bottom of the 

page.  Please make 
checks payable to Hope 
Lutheran Church with 
“Hispanic Ministry” on 

the memo line. 
Thank you! 
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June: Instead of the normal 20 to 25 English students, we have had 
between 5 and 10 regular attendees.  We’re assuming this is only 
because of the pandemic and hoping to see a larger group in the fall.  
However, I have been reminded that there are benefits to smaller 
groups.  Students get more personalized instruction from their 
teachers and the environment lends itself toward more vulnerability 
and openness. Picture: The daughter of 
two of our ESL students drew a 
picture of “Pastor Flo praying to 
Jesus.” 

July: We are currently in the middle 
of our Vacation Bible School.  Our 

theme is God’s Wonder Lab and I have the chance to teach close to 40 
children about Jesus’ miracles each morning before breaking off into 
activities.  The kids are captivated during the Bible stories and never 
cease to amaze me with how many details they remember. Picture:  
Some of our VBS students enjoying creative wonder lab snacks.

August: We often think 
of healing as the only sort 
of “miracle” in a situation such as Carmen’s.  But why?  
Why don’t we see patient, faithful, perseverance in the 
face of suffering as the even greater miracle?  How 
powerful to see the fruits of the Spirit in the lives of God’s 
people! Picture: Carmen sharing her story at our quarterly 
Siouxland Hispanic 
Ministry meeting. 

September: We 
plant and water, but God gives the growth as St. Paul says in 1 
Corinthians 3: “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 
growth. So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, 
but only God who gives the growth.” All glory be to God! 
Picture:  Yessenia’s grandkids during a birthday celebration. 

October: On August 15, 2021, 
Yessenia from Mexico (right), Valia 
from Cuba (center), and Jackeline 
from Guatemala (left) had the 
chance to do exactly that — publicly confess with their mouths that 
Jesus is not merely “the Lord” but “their Lord!” Picture: Yessenia, 
Valia, and Jackie after being confirmed as members of the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. 
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November: For us who are in Christ, we are each links in an 
eternal chain — a chain passing this eternal word of God from one 
generation to the next.   And, whether we have been a part of that 
chain for 100 days or 100 years, we are equally a part of it. 
Picture: Dinner with Pastor Pedro Lopez and his wife, Paquita.  
Pastor Pedro was recently called to our area. 

December: After our Spanish Divine Service in celebration of 
Reformation Day on October 31, we held a special “Trunk or Treat” 
event in our church parking lot for the first time.  Hope Lutheran is 
surrounded by Hispanic families and we are always on the lookout for 
new ways to connect with our neighbors and build a reputation of trust 
and love in our community. Picture:  Ximena, one of our lucky raffle 
winners! 

Well, that’s our 2021 recap!  From all of us at Siouxland Lutheran Hispanic Ministry, 
thank you for your continued support and prayers over this last year!  You continue to 
be an enormous blessing to us as we move forward with this special ministry to share 

Jesus Christ with our many Hispanic neighbors here in Siouxland!

May our Lord bless you and keep you.  
—Pastor Paul Flo —
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