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It is probably no surprise that church planting includes a 
unique set of difficulties and frustrations—but it also 
brings unique joys.  Because the flock that our Lord has 
commended to my care is still in its early years, I have the 

joy of sharing many moments with each of the sheep! One-
on-one studies lasting 2 hours at times; dinners with family 
and neighbors; picnics; quinceañeras; anniversaries; 
conversations over coffee—my flexibility allows me to 
truly be present with them in a variety of life-moments and 
settings.  All of these shared experiences foster a deep 
pastoral 
relationship; 
and, in the 
meantime, I gain 
insights into 
which parts of 
God’s Word 
need to be 
applied to each 
person.  

I also have 
the chance to 
witness beautiful 
moments of 
growth as the 
Spirit continues 
working through 
His Word to 
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Prayers 

• For Pedro, Araceli,  
and their two boys 
(Nicaragua) who 
have been in the US 
for less than a 
month and are 
struggling to find 
work and a place to 
live. 

• For the safety of 
Jackeline’s aunts in 
Guatemala who 
have had to flee 
because of violent 
gang activity. 

• For Herlinda whose 
daughter recently 
died in Mexico.  

For the Calendar 

Our next quarterly 
Siouxland Hispanic 
Ministry meeting 
will be Tuesday, 
September 7 at 

6:30 pm.  

Please join us!

SIOUXLAND 
HISPANIC MINISTRY 

Fruits of the Spirit
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form the minds, hearts, and lives of His people.  
During a recent Siouxland Hispanic Ministry meeting 
(see picture at the bottom of this page), Carmen was 
our guest speaker.  She spoke of her experience as a 
Mexican immigrant and how she first came into 
contact with the Lutheran Church.  As she reflected on 
the challenges of the last two years—her breast and 
lung cancer, multiple rounds of chemotherapy, a 
mastectomy, and COVID, all while continuing to 
work as a single mom!—Carmen shared a 
conversation she had with her doctor: 

—“Carmen, how do you stay so strong through all of 
this?”

—“God.  God is taking care of me, Doctor.  I have 
faith in Him and I know He’s with me.”

—“Then why is all of this happening to you?”

—“Why not?  Jesus suffered so much for me.  Why 
shouldn’t I suffer, too?”

We often think of healing as the only sort of 
“miracle” in a situation such as Carmen’s.  But why?  
Why don’t we see patient, faithful, perseverance in 
the face of suffering as the even greater miracle?  How 
powerful to see the fruits of the Spirit in the lives of 
God’s people! 
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Supporting 
Siouxland Hispanic 

Ministry 

As we move forward, 
we continue seeking 

more financial 
stability.  If financially 
supporting a specific 
ministry is something 

you or your 
congregation have 
been considering, 
please keep us in 

mind.  Don’t forget to 
add us to your daily 

prayer list!

Interested in 
Supporting? 
 If you’d like to 

support our 
Hispanic ministry in 

Siouxland, please 
send aid to the 
address on the 

bottom of the page.  
Please make checks 

payable to Hope 
Lutheran Church 

with “Hispanic 
Ministry” on the 

memo line. 
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Left: If you can see the long, juicy nightcrawler 
hanging from Pastor Awe’s fingers, you may have 
guessed that our missions fundraising goal of 
$2,500 was indeed met!  I’m thankful that I was not 
involved in this since just watching him chew up 
the worm and wash it down with grape soda was 
enough to bring on my gag reflex!  Thank you, 
Pastor Awe, for your courage! 

Right: I was invited to a birthday 
celebration for Héctor.  It was a beautiful 
day for a picnic at our local park.  On the 
first page, you see the kiddos who were 
crowding to sit with (and on) “Pasto 
Pau.”  To the right, you see Yadiel 
centering every ounce of his four-year-old 
strength on breaking this piñata to pieces.  
As cute as it was, Angie (in the 
background) had to help him out with a 
little extra strength.  

That’s it for now. May our Lord bless you and keep 
you.  Thank you for your continued prayers and 

financial support of our Siouxland Hispanic Ministry!   
—Pastor Paul Flo —
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