
WORKING DOCUMENT TO BE READY TO RE-OPEN IN-PERSON WORSHIP AT 

FAITH AND GRACE PARISH 
 

We are planning on opening up the sanctuaries of each of our parish contexts for in -person 

worship starting on June 21
st 

 

 

Immanuel – Golden 

Zion - Liberty 

Salem – Mendon 

 

We also understand that many people still will not feel safe to come and worship in person and 

that some of our parishioners are immune – compromised in some way and we are encouraging 

you to continue to stay home.  If you are feeling sick, as much as we would like to see you in 

worship, we encourage you to stay home also until you are healthy.  On these points, we will 

continue to videotape the service and post it on our two platforms (Website and Facebook page) 

for those of you all who will need to stay home at this time. 

 

We are implementing these rules and suggestion out of love and respect for the lives of our 

neighbors and the gathered assembly who will begin to meet together at our various locations. It 

is the highest form of love we can communicate at this time to our fellow faith traveler’s. 

 

Love compels us to modify our gathered worship to take this into account.  

 

We have designed our worship life together to open up with a minimum of singing. When 

singing, a person breathes in more deeply than when at rest and expels small water droplets and 

aerosols further and more widely, thus making the person more susceptible to infection from 

someone nearby and more capable of infecting those around her or him if he or she is carrying 

the virus. 

 

 We are going to follow as closely as we can the guidelines set forth by CDC, The State of 

Illinois, the ELCA, and our Synod.  We recognize that each of our three contexts is slightly 

different and will have to adjust to be specific to each context but here are our basic suggestions. 

 

MASKS – It is highly recommended that everyone wear masks.  To that end we have ordered to 

begin with 4 boxes of 50 3 ply elastic loop mask to be on hand at every church for those who 

forget to bring one and or need one.  We are putting a call out to all of the seamstress expert 

folks that we have in our parish context to maybe have enough cloth masks on hand for people 

who might not otherwise have access to masks and they can use this mask as their worship mask. 

 

Since data is showing that singing is a big way that Covid 19 is transmitted thru aerosol droplets 

from our mouth as we sing. (See above paragraph) We encourage folks to hum or listen to the 

music and pray the text, but since singing is also a huge part of our public worship together if 

you do sing, we encourage wearing a mask while doing so. This is also an excellent way to show 

care for our fellow worshipper who, for other reasons such as asthma cannot wear a mask so we 

wear ours for their protection. 

 



In the words of our Bishop - Lutherans have always recognized that God calls upon us, both 

individually and collectively, to recognize and to act on our responsibilities for the wellbeing of 

our communities.  

 

 Love should restrict our conduct to the point where our conduct will not cause someone 

harm or cause someone to doubt the credibility of the gospel message we proclaim.  

 

PEWS – Each of our congregations has a slightly different sanctuary with different pew seating.  

However, it seems as of now that each context can accommodate by seating every other or every 

third pew and maintain the guideline distance of 6 feet.  As a side note, the recommendation for 

singing is 10 feet.  We encourage family units who have been living together during this time of 

Covid 19 to sit together.  We will be using one bulletin with all the music and hymns printed 

within so the need for touching any worship books will be eliminated.  We strongly encourage 

all three of our contexts to remove the worship books from the pews for the time being.   

 

PERSONAL TOUCH – We will not gather in the Narthex before service and the ushers will 

dismiss each family unit or person one by one at the end of service.  We are encouraging 

worshippers to take everything with them to the pews so we do not have coats or hats on the 

racks etc.  Being summer time this should not be too much of an issue.  We will not shake hands 

or pass the peace or hug.  As impersonal as this is at this time hopefully, we will eventually be 

able to ease back into a little more communal personal time. 

 

COMMUNION - We will commune after the service dismissal and the ushers will guide each 

family unit or person one at a time up to the rail or chancel area and then they will commune 

receive the blessing and then depart. 

 

SINGING AND LITURGY – As stated earlier this is central to many aspects of our worship 

gathering together so we along with many other contexts will not be eliminating these things 

from worship but because of the nature of how this virus spreads we strongly encourage mask 

wearing while worshipping. 

 

OFFERING PLATES – It has been a long standing practice in many of our congregations to 

pass an offering plate during the offering time in the service.  Since this practice poses some risk, 

we recommend that offering plates or baskets be placed at the entrance or exit to the sanctuary 

space.   

 

OTHER CONSIDERATION 

We highly recommend that all the door handles knobs etc. be wiped down with Clorox wipes or 

similar cleaning solutions and that hand sanitizer be readily available in bathrooms and as many 

parts of the sanctuary as possible 

 

We also recommend that if the weather permits that we leave doors open and windows open 

when possible.  We understand that air conditioning and heating units will sometimes have to be 

deployed and that this open ventilation will not always be possible.  Use your best judgment for 

each of your contexts 

 



We will have children’s time but if children are present in worship, they will stay in their pew at 

this time – I like the idea of having them stand in the pew we see how this works. 

 

 

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 
IF THE UNFORTUNATE HAPPENS AND SOMEONE DOES TEST POSITIVE, WE WILL 

FOLLOW ALL THE STATE HEALTH CONTACT TRACING AND QUARANTINE 

GUIDELINES 

 

ALL OF THESE RECOMMENDATIONS AND GUIDES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE FOR 

THE BETTER OR FOR THE WORSE DEPENDING ON CONDITIONS OF THE VIRUS 

AND IT’S SPREAD! 

 

The good thing for us is we have to go return to any kind of shelter in place we know how to film 

our service and do in-person communion in a way that works.  We know that this is not the same 

as we are used to our worship experience being but at least we can gather together and do it in a 

safe manner. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Jeff 

 

One last addendum that goes without saying but we say it anyway - As pastor Gayle stated in 

Trinity’s guidelines - Please keep in mind:  Despite all efforts, we cannot guarantee that the 

Covid-19 virus will not be transmitted at a worship service. Attendees come to worship at 

your own risk. 

 

 

 

 

 


