
SESSION 7 – WHERE IS HE FROM? 

John 7:10-24 – Festival of Booths 

John 7:25-31 – Is this the Christ? 

John 7:32-36 – Officers are sent to arrest Jesus 

John 7:37-39 – Rivers of living water 

John 7:40-44 – Division among the people 

John 7:45-52 – The Unbelief of those in authority   

 

John 5:18 –Some scholars argue that the chapters are actually out of order etc. etc. however the 

point is that increasing hostility is the name of the game here 

 

This is another crucial chapter as we continue to read through since the hostility to Jesus and 

his claims are beginning to increase in intensity and the questioning about just who is this 

person also is increasing in intensity – the point of the chapter to start getting to us as the 

readers to start answering that question – Just who is this Jesus? Still and important question 

that people wrestle with today! 

 

The first part of this text has Jesus arguing with his brothers about whether or not he should go to 

the festival of booths or tabernacles – One of the three major feasts of early Judaism that 

required a pilgrimage to Jerusalem – The Three Pilgrimage Festivals, in Hebrew Shalosh 

Regalim (שלוש רגלים), are three major festivals in Judaism—Pesach (Passover), Shavuot 

(Weeks or Pentecost), and Sukkot (Tabernacles, Tents or Booths)—when the ancient Israelites 

living in the Kingdom of Judah would make a pilgrimage to the Temple in Jerusalem 

 

Already Jesus is being targeted by the Religious leaders in Judea but Jesus declares that his time 

(Kairos) has not yet come. v. 6, 8  

 

Kairos is Gods special time – an opportune time as opposed to Chronos time 

 

Never -the-less Jesus eventually decides to go and ends up teaching in the temple 

 

People are in disagreement over who this person is (Christology is still alive today - YEA) 

 

Who is this who speaks with such learning and we know he does not have this learning - I mean 

c’mon – look where he is from!!! 

 

They question his credentials as it were 

 

Ironically it is the question of where he is from (POTHEN) or rather the origin story etc. – you 

know the common practice of identifying a person by place and not surname – “JESUS OF 

NAZARETH” for example 

 

The religious leaders said the messiah would be in the line of David from Bethlehem or others 

believed it would be unknown but Jesus did not fit either of those descriptions – Galilean from 

Nazareth 

 



The people assume they know where he is from and then we get Jesus making claims – woohoo 

– THE ONE WHO SENT ME FROM HIM I COME!! – UHOH!! 

 

Let’s just say that after Jesus makes this claim there is a plethora of response forthcoming – 

Demon/Lawbreaker for healing on Sabbath/arrest his butt/belief vs. 30-31 before and after etc. 

 

This divided response continues throughout the rest of the pericope all the way to the end of the 

festival  

 

Verses 37-40 Do have a Greek grammar issue.  Where to punctuate the Greek is the issue – full 

stop period after the word “drink” or after the phrase “come to me” – does make a difference in 

interpretation either it is us as the source of living water or Jesus – You pick!! (you may not 

know this but the early Greek manuscripts did not have punctuation so we have had to guess 

based on context etc.) 

 

Raymond Brown in his study also entertains the possibility that this is an echo of BAPTISMAL 

SYMBOLISM for the Johannine community – One of the central rituals of the tabernacles 

festival was water libation where the priest circles the altar with freshly drawn water – the water 

libation ends on the seventh day but the tradition allows for an eighth of rest and celebration as a 

final honoring – no surprise that Jesus uses water imagery here then!!! 

 

In vs. 45-46 the temple police return empty handed and offer an excuse echoing that ancient 

story in Exodus 1:15ff Shiphrah and Puah where they offer excuse for not killing the Hebrew 

boys - Jesus seems to avoid arrest throughout this whole chapter somewhat magically because 

his time has not yet come! NO ONE HAS EVER SPOKEN LIKE THIS!  

 

The chapter concludes with Messiahship and Origins questions still hanging there and still 

dividing everyone.  These two themes are increasing in intensity so you know something is 

eventually going to have to give! The tension is continuing to build!! 

 

This chapter 7 is where the dividing line is drawn concretely.  Does one perceive that Jesus is 

sent from God or not?  For the Johannine community there is no more crucial decision than the 

answer to that question!! Gail R. O’day – The New Interpreter’s Bible 

 

Some questions to ponder from Gregg Knepp’s commentary 

Verse 13 states, “no one would speak openly about [Jesus] because of fear…”  Have you ever 

been afraid to speak openly about your faith?  If so, why? 

 

Have you ever travelled in a country where Christianity was not the majority religion?  Describe 

your experience. 

 

In verse 18 Jesus infers that we should seek God’s glory rather than our own.  What examples 

can you think of in your daily life? 

 

Have you ever thought of your Baptism as a/the credential for your life? 

 



Throughout chapter 7, people are divided in their response to Jesus.  What are some of the 

reasons that people DO believe Jesus is the Messiah?  What are some of the reasons that people 

DO NOT believe Jesus is the Messiah? 

 

In v. 23, Jesus States that the Pharisees are angry at him for “healing on the Sabbath.” In what 

ways might the church provoke anger today in its search for justice? 

 

In v. 50, Nicodemus appeals to the Pharisees dedication to following the law as a means of 

defending Jesus.  How does your congregation handle conflict? 

 
 


