
SESSION 21 – John 21:1-25 On Fishing and Shepherding: Ethics of the Flesh 

 

Jesus appears to the Disciples 

Jesus and Peter 

Jesus and the Beloved Disciple 

 

“Christ has no body now but yours.  No hands, no feet on earth but yours.  Yours are the eyes 

through which he looks compassion on this world.  Yours are the feet with which he walks to do 

good.  Yours are the hands through which he blesses all the world.  Yours are the hands, yours 

are the feet, yours are the eyes, you are his body.  Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 

Teresa of Avila 

 

The scholarly consensus is that this chapter is an add on but they are divided as to whether or not 

this addition was later added by the writer of John or by a redactor and whether or not it fits  

theologically with the rest of the chapter’s themes – See The New Interpreter’s Commentary 

O’Day page 854 for a fuller discussion of the issue 

 

It is important to note, however, that all the manuscripts we have of John include it - so we were 

never without as far as we know – (which we cannot say about John 7:53-8:11- woman caught in 

adultery – This text is almost certainly an added in story and is not found in the early 

manuscripts) 

 

In Reality the Gospel could end at chapter 20:30-31- knowing this little bit of background here 

we go 

 

Verse 1 – Jesus showed himself (Phanero) – TO REVEAL - it is an important verb Look up 

2:11, 9:3, 1:31, 17:6 

 

First time that Nathaniel has appeared since the beginning in Chapter 1 – You will see 

great things and now it has come to fulfillment 

 

Back to the grind of routine – fishing – This is what they did pre-Jesus and what they did pre-

Easter – I realize that this a bit cynical – The years with Jesus has made no appreciable 

difference in their lives and they are just back to doing their normal thing BUT… 

 

Jesus Does appear one last time and comments on their LACK of SUCCESS fishing – Gives 

them some advice and then they HAVE SUCCESS fishing 

 

He tells them to bring some of the fish even though he already has a fire going and some fish 

prepared – Remember suppositions here – Some scholars see this whole scene as a metaphor for 

the call to mission 

 

There is comfort in the fact that their (the exiled community) – (Remember suppositions) 

mission will bring a catch and also some Eucharistic overtones with feeding here – also 

remember the feeding of the 5000 in chapter 6 – same food is used 

 



Peter is impetuous and somewhat comical here once again – and the beloved disciple sees what 

is happening and recognizes right away – vs. 8 

 

There is really no significant departure scene in this Gospel – Jesus is just hanging out with the 

Disciples and continuing to surprise them 

 

Especially with his ability to nourish and sustain from his seemingly endless supply of provisions 

for life abundant (Francis Taylor Gench, p. 46) 

 

The number 153 has a number of fun thoughts – we really do not know and it is anybody’s best 

guess – Here are a few of them - Augustine add all the integers from 1-17 – early church fathers 

read it allegorically – It is the number of the Trinity – It is a nod to the memory of the person 

who actually counted the fish take your pick but 

 

The word for Haul (Helko) is the same one used in chapter 6:44 – No one can come to me unless 

drawn by the Father who sent me 

 

Fulfillment of the promise that they will share in the works of Jesus 14:12, 15:5, 7-8, 16, 17:18, 

20-21 

 

SHIFT… 

 

Gench notes that the second half of chapter 21 has an imagery shift from fishing to shepherding 

(bringing people into the community to pastoral ministry) 

 

You have this fish meal and right after we get the threefold do you love me questions – FEED 

MY SHEEP 

 

Providing opportunity for repentance from denials seems the most likely explanation – The scene 

does show that the love between Peter and Jesus and the relationship that they have is 

unbounded! 

 

The Gospel concludes with a statement of authorship by the unknown disciple – Interestingly we 

never really get a gender on this dude so it could be that his or her testimony is true  

 

And of course, the acknowledgement that Jesus works are too large and numerous to be 

contained by mere words on the page 

 

My question for the class after spending time with this Gospel - Do we really believe that 

the incarnate word continues to dwell with us today full of grace and truth? 

 

For Personal Pondering 

 

Can you think of a time when you provided ministry for someone by “showing up?”  What was 

the situation?  What happened and how did it feel? 

 



Can you identify a time when someone provided ministry to you simply by “showing up?”  What 

happened?  Why was that important to you? 

 

Questions for Congregations 

 

Can you think of a time when your congregation had been “fishing” and caught nothing, but then 

tried again and had an abundance?  What was the situation?  What made the difference? 

**CONCLUDING QUESTIONS** 

 

What new things have you learned about the Gospel of John? 

 

What challenged you? 

 

What inspired you? 

 

What questions do you still have? 

 
 


