
SESSION 20 - Resurrection and Response John 20:1-31 (Mary Magdalene goes to the 

tomb/Jesus appears to Mary/Jesus appears to the Disciples/Jesus and Thomas/The Purpose 

 

Leaving behind nights of terror and fear, I rise 

Into a daybreak that’s wondrously clear, I rise  

Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave,  

I am the dream and the hope of the slave. 

I rise 

I rise 

I rise 

 

From Still I Rise by Maya Angelou 

 

In this chapter the reader gets an insider’s view of how the disciples came to believe in the 

resurrection and by default it is an invitation for the reader also to come to believe that Jesus is 

the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may come to have life in his name! 

John 20: vs. 8, 18, 20, 28 – vs. 31 

 

Peter was first to enter the tomb but it was the “other” disciple who had got there first that saw 

and believed vs. 8 

 

There is almost a comical competition between Peter and the un-named beloved disciple.  

Running to the Tomb vs. 4 Entrance to the tomb vs. 6 Response to the resurrection vs. 8 

 

Some suggest that it is a portrayal of Jewish Christians introducing first to Gentile Christians or a 

fight between the Pauline school and the Peter school etc. 

 

Mary Magdalene first disciple to whom Jesus appears vs. 15 – The first Disciple that Jesus 

specifically calls by name vs. 16 (Naming is important remember) (I AM statements) She was 

the first to witness to the experience of the Risen Lord vs. 18 

 

Mary M. calls Jesus Rabbouni – which is an Aramaic term of endearment for the word rabbi 

 

We must not overlook the importance of her role among Jesus’ disciples – According to Greg’s 

commentary the continued practice of excluding women from leadership in some segments of 

Christianity seems baffling in the face of such evidence 

 

The whole scene drips with theological significance think of Lazarus and the grave clothes – 

John uses same word for both here – Mary M. weeps like the Lazarus story 

 

Mary is told to announce this to my brothers (Adelphoi) There is no gender identification here 

and so it could and probably should be rendered as Jesus community 

 

Verses 19-23 definitely reflect the conflict between the Johannine community and the religious 

authorities - remember the suppositions once again “FEAR of the JEWS” BUT BUT BUT – 



Jesus does not allow this fearful response – Jesus gives a word of comfort, challenge and mission 

as he states Peace be with you twice vs. 19, 21 

 

It is also important for us to note that the term used for disciples here is the generic mathetai – 

They are never identified as the eleven minus Judas – In fact John almost never describes the 

disciples that way – This gathering therefore represents for us the faith community in general and 

not the Apostolic leadership 

 

Jesus breathes on the disciples – can we say an echoing of Genesis here where God breathed 

over the void and created! Emphysao – Only place in NT that this word is used – Breathing life 

into first human etc., imagery all throughout OT of God breathing new life into… 

 

Here the Holy Spirit is given on the evening of the Resurrection and the mission of the church is 

given also – Compare the story with Acts chapter 2  

 

Verse 23 – Has a long history of abuse by the church - This verse was used by the council of 

Trent in support of the clergy’s role of absolution in granting penance etc. 

 

However, the “office of the keys” here is a bit different than the synoptics – It is addressed to the 

faith community as their work of forgiving sins and retention thereof – Remember that in John 

sin is not a moral failing but a theological one – Not to see the revelation of God in Jesus is sin 

for John – Remember suppositions here again 

 

This then makes sense as a bridge to the story that follows with Thomas 

 

Verses 24-31 Doubting Thomas - Even though ironically the word doubt never appears in the 

text – Thomas was absent from the first appearance meeting with the disciples 

 

You may protest and say of course it does in verse 27 but the Greek says do not be unbelieving 

but believing apistos and pistos – The only pairing of this adjective in this way in the Gospel 

 

I have always said that Thomas gets a bad rap but Greg seems to think it is deserved – Thomas 

demands that unless his demands are met he will not believe which is a conditional faith 

predicated on actual touching and seeing the risen Christ – I get his point but still not sure that I 

buy it – but given our suppositions it really makes sense since the Johannine community at the 

time was confessing the living Christ and paying dearly for it!! 

 

Thomas may represent an archetypal unbeliever in John’s community 

 

Even still Jesus does invite Thomas into his wounds – Are you really the one?  

 

This significance should not be lost on us – Woundedness of Jesus as living proof of Messiah-

ship 

 

 



Likewise, what scars of discipleship might the followers of Jesus expect – Luther did say that 

one of the marks of the church is suffering! 

 

As a result of Jesus invitation into wounded-ness - Thomas confesses my Lord and my God vs. 

28 

 

Verse 29 we do not know if it should be a question or statement 

 

One might imagine that this ongoing appeal to believe is directed both to the contemporary 

reader as well as to the opponents of the Johannine community who had expelled them from the 

synagogue 

 

-This whole Gospel is about signs and what and who they point to – So in Verse 31 even the 

resurrection is a sign that points to some things even bigger 

 

For Personal Ponderings 

 

Do you have a resurrection story or a story of new life to share?  Have you ever shared that story 

with others? 

 

Can you identify times when fear became a stumbling block in your life?  What did you do? 

 

Can you identify any current fears which are preventing you from using your gifts to serve God 

and God’s people?  Name them. 

 

What do Jesus’ words “Peace be with you” mean to you? 

 

What difference does it make if you understand Jesus’ words “Peace be with you” as a promise 

from God, rather than simply a verbal greeting? 

 

How does Jesus’ invitation to Thomas to touch his wounds speak to you? 

 

Can you identify times when Jesus entered into your wounded-ness (or the wounded-ness of a 

loved one) and provided comfort and hope? 

 

Are there times when others have invited you into their fear or wounded-ness? 

 

There is often a sacred/holy experience associated with entering into the suffering of others.  

What role does compassion play in your life of faith? 

 

Ponderings for Congregational Leaders 

 

In what ways does your congregation encourage people to share their stories of receiving new 

life to others? 

 



In what ways does your congregation currently prevent itself from going deeper in mission as a 

result of fear or living behind locked doors? 

 

Who do your locked doors impact more deeply:  The life of your congregation or the life of the 

world outside your congregation?  How? 

 

Can you identify times in your congregation’s history when fear and locked doors were 

overcome?  When?  What was the outcome? 

 

What specific lessons can your congregation learn from verses 19-31? 

 

What steps can your congregation take to overcome its current fears or locked doors? 

 
 


