
SESSION 19 – The Trial/Judgement before Pilate– John 19:1-42 John [18:28-40]  

Trial 

Crucifixion 

Jesus’ Side Is Pierced 

The Burial of Jesus 

 

“The ultimate tragedy is not the oppression and cruelty by the bad people but the silence over 

that by the good people” – The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  

 

The last part of the John 18 (28-40) leading up to John 19 is part of a two-stage drama in and 

outside of the headquarters of Pilate – Thus making Pilate seem out of control having to scuttle 

back and forth  

 

Pilate’s question at the end of Chapter 18 is still as relevant today as it has always been!! WHAT 

IS TRUTH? How we know the truth and by what criteria we come to a conclusion of truth says 

quite a bit about ourselves. 

 

Like all dramas especially in John – This one is loaded with irony and symbolism – The Pilate 

that emerges in John is not sympathetic to the Jews in fact he is cruel and mean spirited and 

scorned his Jewish subjects – Of course this also means that he is not sympathetic to Jesus – He 

is actually using this incident as a way to toy with his Jewish subjects – He is unconcerned with 

Guilt or Innocence but uses this to humiliate the Jewish leaders 

 

Synoptics portray Pilate somewhat differently – Matthew 27:24-26 Pilate is Guiltless Luke 23:4, 

13-16, 22-25 Convinced of Jesus Innocence 

 

On first reading it seems as though Pilate was trying to avoid being implicated in Jesus’ 

crucifixion v. 4-6, 12 

 

Pilate does have fear – the best explanation for his fear is political not the fact the he might think 

he is in fact in front of a Holy Divine person – That would need him to respect the Jewish God! 

 

He claims there is no basis for bringing charges against Jesus 

 

Closer scrutiny, however, shows that Pilate is basically taunting the Jewish leadership over lack 

of power to execute their judgment against Jesus without the approval of Pilate – Take him 

yourself and crucify him – they basically say they can’t even though they have a law that says 

they should CRUCIFY.  The “him” is provided in English it is not there in the Greek 

 

Gives us a clue as to what they are asking – Please Rome will you do this!!! 

 

Blasphemy does have a stoning penalty attached to it and they have tried it twice already in the 

Gospel 8:59 & 10:31 – The language used is also the same as 5:18 & 10:33 as regards to having 

made himself the “Son of God”   

 



This appeal to Blasphemy is irony at its most, highest level and a capitulation to Rome since they 

do in fact have a way to put a person to death within their legal system!! Stoning 

 

Blasphemy is the charge leveled against Jesus and yet Pilate lures the chief priest into 

committing blasphemy themselves – “We have no king but Caesar/Emperor.” v.15 

 

Where are you from – A loaded theological question for John - of course we know the answer – 

FROM GOD - Pilate does not know - why would he - but the Jewish leaders UH-OH they don’t 

know either obviously 

 

Remember that themes of light and darkness are big in this Gospel and at the end of chapter 18 

Pilate asks Jesus, “what is truth” vs. 33-38 

 

Plus – it was noon vs. 14 on the day of preparation for the Passover – No huge theme here is 

there! John 11:50ff - It is better that one man should die for the sake of the nation… 

 

And here we have a stark example of the chief priests not being the truth in the exact light of day 

at noon.  It is the most devastating critique of the religious authorities in the whole Gospel!!  

 

They say We have no king but Caesar/Emperor in the light of the day - And even more 

importantly Pilate Says – HERE IS YOUR KING – Now that is some irony!!! vs. 14ff 

 

When Pilate brings Jesus out and says Here is the Man at the beginning of chapter 19 – wearing 

a purple robe and crown of thorns – JOHN the Baptist at the beginning is hinted at here in verse 

1:29 “Here is the lamb who takes away the sin of the world” and Pilate says Here is that MAN! 

 

Also remember at the beginning the word became flesh and in the end his side was pierced and 

blood and water came out – no DOCETIC CHRIST HERE!! Docetism is the idea that Jesus was 

really just a God and not really human so this lets us know that he was human 

 

SOME NOTABLE DIFFERENCES between JOHN and the SYNOPTICS we won’t be dealing 

with: 

Jesus carries own cross v. 17 

Pilate’s inscription is written Hebrew, Greek and Latin for the whole world to see vs. 19-22 

Presence of Jesus’ mother and the beloved disciple at the foot of the cross vs. 26-27 

Rather than words of agony Jesus simply states, “It is finished.” v. 30 

Temple not torn in two 

Sun does not darken 

No earthquakes or opened tombs 

 

But what can be said is that those details lend themselves to the chaos and in John Jesus is 

in control and does the work of God in completing his Hour! 

 

Joseph of Arimethea requests the body of Jesus and is said to be a disciple of Jesus albeit a 

“secret” one 

 



Begs the question – just how many secret disciples were there as compared to the public ones – 

Peter denied Jesus three times in the previous chapter can we now include him the class of secret 

disciple? 

 

What was the nature of their fear – Public embarrassment, harassment, social/religious/political 

persecution? CRUCIFIXION maybe now that they have seen it happen!  Was it exactly the same 

as Pilate’s – IRONY 

 

If Nicodemus is also a secret disciple, in a way he is pictured as a comic character which brings 

100 pounds of spices for a body that will not remain dead! Nicodemus is still a dummy who does 

not quite get it 

 

We can infer much about the social and political prejudice against the Johannine community here 

in this text 

 

From Gregg’s book – “Unfortunately, often the church becomes a place where people hide 

their broken-ness in order to feel worthy, rather than honestly confronting and sharing 

their broken-ness so that the promise of forgiveness and healing may allow new life to 

flourish.” 

 

For Your Pondering 

Have you ever felt judged by people? If so, why? 

 

Who was the group that judged you? 

 

Have you ever felt unworthy to attend church? If so, why?  What did you do to overcome that 

feeling? 

 

Have you ever felt judged by the church or church members?  What were the circumstances?  

How did you handle the situation? 

 

In what specific ways does your congregation seek to make others feel welcome? 

 

Can you imagine any folks that might feel un-welcome in your congregation?  If so, who?  Why? 

 

I am also including this closing prayer rubric from N,T. Wright which Gregg Knepp had in 

his commentary 

 

CLOSING PRAYER: “Sit in stillness and silence before the Lord for a while, remembering 

the quiet sadness that followed the death of Jesus, the Messiah.  Pray that with Joseph and 

Nicodemus, you also may emerge from the shadows of fear into the full light of the day, 

offering all that you have to worship and adore the true king for all the world to see.  Give 

him thanks for his patience with you, and ask that he in turn will grant you the patience to 

wait through the sadness in eager expectation of what he will do next.” 

 



From The Right Reverend N.T. Wright, Bishop, in John; 26 Studies for Individuals and Groups, 

p. 129 
 


