
SESSION 18A – The Betrayal Times Two (John 18:1-27) vs. 28-40 Not dealt with in this 

session (Beginning of Trial before Pilate) I will add it onto the next sessions notes since it bleeds 

right into the middle of Chapter 19.  I might split chapter 19 up into another session also, we will 

have to see where we end up in the next couple of weeks – We will be close to finishing right 

around Holy week and Easter so the timing could be serendipitous for us. 

The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus 

Jesus before the High Priest 

Peter Denies Jesus 

The High Priest Questions Jesus 

Peter Denies Jesus Again 

 

(I am relying heavily on Gregg Knepp, and his commentary once again for this session’s 

notes) 

 

The ultimate measure of a man Is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, 

but where he stands at times of challenge and controversy. The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

I can see why this Gospel resonates with us modern day law and order Americans – It plays out 

like a stand-off in front of the saloon in an old western movie. 

 

Judas leads a unit (“Speiron” in Greek) of Roman Soldiers representing approx. 600 men if it 

was cohort or approx 200 men if it was a maniple.  There were priests and temple guards there 

also since they had tried to arrest Jesus in chapter 7:32, 45 

 

This likely represented the whole entire force under the command of the Roman governor of 

Judea + the temple police.  Which does beg the question if this is truly a historic account because 

there is no way a Roman commander was going to turn his troops over to the temple authorities 

especially that many.  But then again if they thought a riot could ensue because of the arrest 

then… 

 

Begs the question – Just what were they expecting? Peter did knife a poor dude – We must not 

forget the apocalyptic view of Jesus and who he was by his disciples etc. – The PAX ROMANA 

(Peace of Rome) was at stake here especially during this crazy festival time in the temple. 

 

They came with lanterns and torches so we know Judas came at night – Once again we are 

revisiting the light/dark themes here.  Artificial lights versus the light of the world – really a fair 

comparison here ☺ 

 

Also, interesting to note in the Synoptics Judas kisses and initiates the arrest here he is an in-

active bystander 

 

Jesus takes control of the situation and basically asks, “who you looking for dudes?) – they say 

Jesus of Nazareth and he answers “ego eimi” – I AM he versus 5, 6, 8 REMEMBER THE “I 

AM” SAYINGS ALSO SPREAD THROUGHOUT THIS GOSPEL!! 

 



In fact, the soldiers and everyone fell to the ground at the statement – For a brief moment they 

got the theophany and fell, prostrate on the ground at these words. 

 

The slave of the high priest is named here and only here (Malchus) Matt 26:51, Mark 14:47, 

Luke 22:50 

 

Here Jesus seems to be ready and willing to “drink the cup” before him in contrast to the 

Synoptic Gospels where he is somewhat reluctant but a willing to accomplish God’s plan. 

 

Jesus is “in charge” and “in control” of the situation and allows it to happen and is supremely 

confident – A contrast to his portrayal in the Synoptics 

 

After Jesus arrest – Judas Betrayal is complete and Peter’s is just beginning 

 

The disciple (mathetes) that let Peter in could be one of the twelve or any other person – could be 

Nicodemus for all we know – It does let us know that discipleship of Jesus was not just the 

twelve but everyone else we have met plus in the gospel! 

 

Jesus gets a pre interrogation by Annas (Caiaphas’ Father-in-law) – The only Gospel to have this 

piece – In fact this whole scene is a departure from the Synoptic Gospels portrayal.  The 

Synoptics have a morning or evening time before the Sanhedrin before they hand him over to 

Pilate 

 

We have Peter standing with the police just like Judas when he issues one of his denial in verse 

17 then verse 18 kind of links the two 

 

Verses 19-24 can definitely be read as a nod to the martyring that the Johannine community was 

being subjected to by the Jewish leaders.  Jesus presents a model for them to follow when asked 

about their teaching under interrogation! 

 

Think about this – Jesus ID’s himself THREE times as EGO EIMI and Peter denies Jesus 

THREE times and two out of the three denials in the Greek as we presently have it says OUK 

EIMI – I AM NOT – which is the exact negative of the EGO EIMI of Jesus 

 

This whole scene is constructed for maximum theological impact and we are touching on just a 

couple of the facets here 

 

Gregg Knepp has an interesting thought on the final denial by Peter which is reported as second-

hand information (again Peter denied it vs. 27) That maybe this is leaving open the possibility of 

redemption which for Peter happens in the post resurrection appearance – Feed My Sheep!! 

 

For Personal Pondering 

 

Judas betrayed Jesus and Peter denied him.  Which do you think is worse? Why? What was 

Judas’ motive for betraying Jesus? What was the reason for Peter’s denials? 

 



In what ways do you identify with either Judas or Peter? Why? 

 

Have you ever been betrayed by a friend or family member? Have you ever betrayed a friend or 

family member? What, happened? How did you feel? What effect did it have on your 

relationship? 

 

Reinhold Niebuhr made a statement that the role of the Gospel is “to afflict the comfortable and 

to comfort the afflicted.” Do you agree? Why, or why not? 

 

“Is to be silent in the face of injustice like Peter denying that he is a follower of Jesus?” Why or 

why not? 

 

Questions for the Congregation 

 

In what ways has your congregation addressed (or NOT addressed) values that are critical of 

American culture? 

 

Can you identify any “engrained cultural beliefs” that get in the way of your congregation 

following the teachings of Jesus? If so, what are they? 

 

Are there issues your congregation has typically avoided? If so, why? What are they? Are there 

ways that your congregation could engage in moral deliberation around controversial issues? 

How? 

 

Marcus Borg, in Meeting Jesus again for the First Time, argues that two competing social visions 

represent the central conflict in the ministry of Jesus.  Borg writes. “the dominant social vision 

was centered in holiness; the alternative social vision of Jesus was centered in compassion.” 

Borg continues, “to put it boldly: compassion for Jesus was political.  he directly and repeatedly 

challenged the dominant sociopolitical paradigm of his social world and advocated instead what 

might be called a politics of compassion.” 

 

In what ways do you see “compassion” put into practice in the life of your congregation? 

 
 


