
SESSION 17 – God’s “Kairos” Time John 17:1-23 (The High Priestly Prayer)  

Greg leaves off verses 24-26 

 

“My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going.  I do not see the road ahead of me.  I cannot 

know for certain where it will end.  Nor do I really know myself, and the fact that I think that I 

am following Your Will does not mean that I am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to 

please You does in fact please You. And I hope I have that desire in all that I am doing…” 

Thomas Merton 

 

“If I ever become a Saint—I will surely be one of the ‘darkness.’ I will continually be absent 

from Heaven—to light the light of those in darkness on earth.” Mother Theresa of Calcutta 

 

The farewell discourse ends with this great priestly prayer of Jesus – Many scholars believe this 

prayer should be interpreted as Jesus Prayer to God and not to the community.  The context of 

the prayer does lead itself to this interpretation especially since throughout this prayer the 

community is spoken of in the third person. 

 

So, Jesus is speaking to God n behalf of the community  

 

Jesus prays for himself, the faith community, and for a sort of intimate oneness among the 

church, the Son, and the Father- Which is manifest in mystical spiritual union 

 

This communal mystical union is lost to our modern western Christianity.  Think individualism 

here – We come to church to get our individual spiritual “fix” if you will 

 

The hour has now come – Jesus time has come (Kairos) God’s special time!  This prayer is the 

conclusion of the farewell discourse and stands as the pivot point because what comes after is the 

passion story. 

 

This prayer has Jesus full of confidence not like his agonized prayer in the Garden in Mark vs. 

14:34-36 

 

This glorification is his death, resurrection, ascension and reunification with the Father 

 

Notice that “eternal life” is not something that is defined as someplace in the future after we die!! 

 

But rather as knowing God and the one who was sent! 

 

Hence in this Gospel eternal life is manifest in the present through relationship with God! 

 

Notice that Jesus does not pray that the disciples be taken out of the world but protected while 

they are in it! 

 

Their mission therefore is “IN” the world! 

 



We must know a little about the understanding of the word Kosmos here.  There is a Gnostic 

thread in John but it is different than the standard bad world which needs to be escaped!  There is 

an understanding of a world distorted by evil deeds (3:9), darkness (12:46), hatred (17;14), and 

the lack of knowledge of God (17:25) in John - but that is tempered by John talking about the 

world as the recipient of God’s salvific action (3:17, 12:47) 

 

So, there is tension in this gospel between life in faithful community and engagement with the 

world 

 

Comes about from different allegiances – cannot have both Jesus and Caesar as King! 

 

So, if you give allegiance to God you cannot give allegiance to Caesar (the world as well) 

 

Remember the suppositions here also – as the tension between the ousted Johaninne community 

and the opposing religious and political leaders increases so does the negative view of the gospel 

toward the Kosmos increase! 

 

Remember any polemical views regarding the Jews using this text are problematic in the modern 

day – because the context in the first century is a minority community that has experienced 

persecution and is circling it’s wagons so to speak in order to maintain its viability! 

 

Jesus prays for unity (that they all be one) and one can imagine that the Johaninne community 

experiencing dis-unity etc. might consider this an important thing 

 

The conclusion of the prayer takes us back to the beginning.  God’s love was pre-existent and 

fully expressed in the followers of Jesus 

 

God’s identity is revealed in a relationship of love from creation to now! 

 

For Personal Pondering 

 

Consider your current discipline of prayer and meditation.  Are there ways you would like to 

enhance it? 

 

What other practices do you find helpful in your spiritual life? (e.g. spiritual reading, bible 

study, worship, devotions, music, yoga, walking, etc.) Has Covid 19 changed how you go about 

any of these disciplines? 

 

What other barriers do you find to maintaining a regular discipline of spiritual practices? 

 

Try this…Take the time to be silent each day.  Begin with just 5 minutes.  Invite God into your 

spiritual silence.  Acknowledge the thoughts, worries, and anxiety that come to mind, but allow 

them to pass.  Gently return your thoughts to simply being in the presence of God.  Imagine a 

place where you often feel God’s presence…in the woods, on the beach, looking at a stained-

glass window, being in the company of friends.  Allow yourself to simply bask in the Glory and 

presence of God.  Imagine God’s love overcoming you.  As you breathe, imagine that you inhale 



God’s love and grace, filling your lungs, your heart, your spirit…as you exhale, imagine that you 

are breathing God’s love and grace upon others. 

 

Questions for Congregational Pondering 

 

What promotes and creates unity in your congregation? (ie. congregational mission, particular 

ministries, worship practices, fellowship events, small groups) 

 

Are there currently things divide your congregation? If so, what are they? 

 

In what ways does your congregation practice ecumenical or interfaith unity? 

 

How does your congregation remain divided from other Christian congregations in your 

community? 
 


