
SESSION 12 – The Road To Glory – John Chapter 12:1-36 

 

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, 

And sorry I could not travel both 

And be one traveler, long I stood 

And looked down one as far as I could 

To where it bent in the undergrowth; 

 

Then took the other, as just as fair, 

And having perhaps the better claim, 

Because it was grassy and wanted wear; 

Though as for that the passing there 

Had worn them really about the same, 

 

And both that morning equally lay 

In leaves no step had trodden black, 

Oh, I kept the first for another day! 

Yet knowing how way leads on to way, 

I doubted if I should ever come back. 

 

I shall be telling this with a sigh 

Somewhere ages and ages hence: 

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I— 

I took the one less traveled by, 

And that has made all the difference. 

 

The Road Not Taken – Robert Frost 

 

 

We are dealing with John putting together two anointing traditions here – that of the head being 

anointed in Matthew (26:12) and Mark (14:8) and has to do with burial and the feet in Luke (7:44-

47) which does not have that connotation. 

 

Chapter 11 Martha, Lazarus’ sister offering a confession of Jesus as Messiah that is similar to that 

of Peter in the Synoptics 

 

Chapter 12 Mary, Lazarus’ other sister anoints with oil as a foreshadowing of Jesus burial 

 

Let us not overlook the significance of these two events 

 

A pound of oil would overwhelm the room and recalls the covering up of the stench of death 

remember the story of Lazarus preceding this one 

 

The verb “ekmasso” which is used here of Mary wiping Jesus feet and is the same verb used 

when Jesus wipes the disciple’s feet in chapter 13 

 



Remember the Palm Sunday celebrations of your youth if you grew up in a religious context that 

had them – How much of the actual historical – social context of that entrance do you remember 

being brought out in the naivete of your youth 

 

To believe that Jesus entrance is devoid of social and political motivations is to miss the 

oppressive daily reality of life in first century Palestine 

 

For faithful Jews living under the “empire” of Rome the journey to Jerusalem for the Passover 

festival would have been filled completely with political and theological expectation – I mean 

look at what they were gathering to celebrate! 

 

Politically, the hope of “liberation” from the Romans was tied to the promise of the coming 

Messiah to restore God’s kingdom 

 

The crowds waving palm branches etc. is symbolic of national victory 

 

The crowds use the words of Psalm 118:25-26 – “Hosanna” and “Blessed” be the one who 

comes in the name of the Lord – This suggests a welcoming of a royal ruler 

 

A glorious national victory entrance by a Jewish person into the temple stands in direct contrast 

to the reality of Roman Occupation 

 

The synoptics which offer a fuller narrative of the event suggest an offering between two choices 

– The Prospective Messiah or The Roman Emperor and his minions 

 

This Gospel downplays Jesus entrance into Jerusalem as a direct in your face challenge to the 

Roman Empire 

 

Gregg Knepp believes that this downplaying might reflect the Johannine community being 

cautious so that they might not be seen as a threat to the Emperor and their worldly rulers – The 

persecution by the Jews was enough to deal with at this time thank you very much 

 

Is John’s Gospel seeking to protect the community a little bit from further persecution by 

blasphemy charges and treason charges at the same time? 

 

Verse 19 is interesting – Some Greeks desire to see Jesus – Confirms the charge of the Pharisees 

that the whole world has gone after him 

 

Focus of text then takes an abrupt shift to Jesus glorification and being lifted up – Reflects the 

Bronze Serpent of Numbers 21:5-7 – Remember the presuppositions – Author seems to be lifting 

up the persecuted Johannine community also by helping them remember their faith story 

 

This also a foreshadowing of Jesus being lifted up on the cross and that is how he/Jesus is 

glorified 

 



This lifting up and being glorified is a theme that the Gospel of John returns to over and over 

again and the entire second half of the Gospel is dedicated to this Theological and Christological 

claim (Chapters 13-21) 

 

A MINISTRY STORY: Gregg Knepp tells a story in his book about a certain Palm Sunday 

when the Episcopalians and the Lutherans paraded around the Pimlico neighborhood and stopped 

at certain sites where shootings, and deaths from them had occurred during the month, and how 

powerful it was to participate in this particular parade of palms showing a different way in this 

part of God’s kingdom. 

 

Some ponderings for personal spiritual growth 

 

How do you define sin? 

 

When you think about sin(s) do you normally think of individual sins, or societal sins (i.e., 

economic injustice, racism, etc.)? 

 

Sins of commission are things that people do.  Sins of omission are things that people fail to do.  

Typically, which do you consider worse?  Why?  (e.g, To physically kill someone…or allow 

someone to die of hunger?) 

 

How might our own social and economic situation effect our understanding of sin? 

 

What does scripture suggest about our responsibility toward our neighbor? 

 

In what ways do we justify the continuation of injustice in the world? 

 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Stated, “The existence of injustice anywhere, is a threat to justice 

everywhere.”  Do you believe this? Explain why or why not? 

 

How does the cultural myth of rugged individualism clash with the message of the Gospel? 

 

Questions for Leaders 

 

How do your church rituals either reinforce or challenge prevailing cultural attitudes and/or 

prejudices? 

 

How willing is your congregation to be counter-cultural?  (Depends on who you ask when you 

define what is counter-cultural)!! 

What are some examples? 

 

Identify specific ways prevailing cultural attitudes influence your congregation. 

 

As a result of their expulsion from the synagogue, John’s community found itself on the outside 

of every source of political and social power. 

 



Would you say that your congregation is more influenced BY the world around you or 

INFLUENCES the world around you?  What examples can you provide? 

 

Prayer – Holy Jesus, we praise you as the King of Kings and Prophet of Peace.  We praise you 

as the Son of God who came into the world to dwell among us.  We glorify you with shouts of 

“Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the Name of the Lord!  We magnify you for your great 

love and care for your people.  As you walk the lonely road to the cross, lead us and guide us in 

all your ways.  Teach us to serve as you served, to love as you loved, and to walk humbly with 

the Lord, our Creator.  Forgive us our sin, restore us into right relationship with You, and 

sanctify us by the power of your Holy Spirit, that all that we do and all that we say might be to 

your glory, honor and praise, in your holy name we pray.  AMEN 
 


